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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E defign of hiftory is to in- 
ftru(ft' and amufe : for which 
reafon it is the univerfal ftudy of man^ 
kind, and agreeable to all orders and 
degrees of meni The hermit, who, 
weary of himfelf and his cell, feeks 
to enliven the fit) w-^paced hours, whilft 
he is running over the pages that ref- 
late the fluftuating and various appear- 
ances of human actions, foon forgets 
his folrtude, and fancies himfelf tranf- 
pprted into the midft" of tumult and 
agitation. The fcholar finds a multi- 
plicity of materials in this occupatioh 
to fpur him on to the exertion of his 
talents, and the difplay of ufeful critr- 
cifm,. upon different ages and events. 
The wit extrads from this fource an 
inexhauftible fucceffion of new and 
brilliant, paffagea, which enable him 
A' 2 • , to 
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to fhine and to pleafe; but to the 
philofopher alone it appertains to ftudy 
in hiftory the fcience ©f man ; to dif- 
cern, under the deceitful veil of po^ 
Hey, the true fprings and fecret ma- 
chines that give movement to the paf- 
fions. In vain does the Pyrrhonift en- 
deavour to extend his^ incredulity to^ 
the reality of thofe objedls which 
hiftory prefcnts. to us^ putting hifto*- 
rians on a level with romancers : the 
probability of the narration,* the in- 
^conteftible authenticity of the princi- 
pal materials, and the eftabliflxed be- 
lief of the fa<a:s related, wiU always 
be fufficient to fupport the authority 
bf hiftory, and oblige us to regard that 
fpecies of reading as eflentially ne- 
cefiary to a good education^ 

Hiftory is of feveral denominations : 
that fpecies of it which is univerfaU 
and comprehends all nations, mingles 
in its vaft dcfign an amazing variety of 
aftors and events 5 it paints in a great 

ftyle : 
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ftylc : hurried on by the rapidity of 
its progrefs» it can neither finifli nor 
even fketch the outlines of any parti- 
cular objedt. For this reafon it be- 
comes neceflary to detach from theie 
voluminous compilations, thofe cele- 
brated perfonages, whofc charaders 
we would more clofely examine, and 
whofe adions merit a greater degree of 
attention. It is true, there are la- 
borious compilers of detached me-, 
moirs who carefully feek, fag^ciouffy 
examine, and diligently put together 
every circumftance that can facilitate 
the execution^ or contribute to theper- 
fedlion, of thefe feledt performances : 
but there is likewife (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreffion) a mob of kings, 
princes, and common heroes, who 
merit no more than a general atten* 
tioh* Hiftory ought only to particu-. 
larize thofe rare and lingular geniufes 
who are fhining examples to man- 
kind^ 
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iV AD VE4tT IS E:M E N^T.. 
kind, or fuch whofe fuperior .eleyation 
of foul wings their flight to a more 
exalted fphere of adion than their 
birth entitled them to appear in. 

. Among the moft defervedFy diftinr 
guifhcd perfonages, none has excited 
curiofity more than the celebrated.. 
Chriftina, queen of Sweden, whofe 
life I propofe prefenting to the pub- 
lic, which,. I flatter myfelf, it will 
. regard with fcnne degree of compla- 
cency. At the fame time^ I ought to 
acknowledge th€ obligations I. am un- 
der to M. Arkcnholt: no memoics 
can be wifhed for more complete than 
thofe of this learned Swede: he has 
read and collected alt that relates to 
Chriftina, and has negledled no au- 
thentic circumftance that could be 
met. with in the public, libraries or 
private cabinets, either of Italy or 
Sweden ; . fo that his compofition is a 
rational as well as an exadt account of 

thC:: 
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the life and reign of that heroine. 
His^ immenfe colleftion confiftsof four 
large volumes in quarto, of which this 
little work is an abridgement ; yet I 
have not omitted any remarkable cir- 
cumftance, and^have principally ei>- 
deavoured to make the character of 
. the queen of Sweden knowxx to the 
world, from thofe lineaments (he has 
fo ftrongly marked, in her own letters, 
and in her other writings : in draw- 
ing her portrait, I have borrowed, as 
often as pofiible^ hec own pencil and 
her colours*. 

An eminent author*, in hisMifcel- 
lanies, has related fome anecdotes of the 
life and reign of Chriftina ; but as the 
point he has in view is to draw a chain 
of refledtions from the characfter of 
that princefs, I could not help appre- 
hending that thefe anecdotes, fo far 

•• D'Alcmbert-— Melanges de Literature. 

from 
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from feridering a {articular hiftory 
unneceflary, would, on the contrary^ 
make it more defirablc; 

"■'^ I think it proper, likewife, to in- 
form the public, that an effential dif- 
ference will be found between Chrif* 
tina's original letters quoted or re- 
ferred to in the following fheets, and 
thofe fiiftitioas ones of M. Lacombe 
df Avignon, publifhed in 1759: I en- 
treat the reader to diftinguifli my work 
from that editor's; there being no 
conformity betwixt them but the r^-^ 
Semblance of names. 
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CHRISTINA, Queenof SWEDEN. 

SWEDEN is that northern part of 
Europe, which, by the ancients, was 
called Scandinavia. It is bounded by Ruf- 
fia, Lapland, Norway, the Gulph of Fin- 
land, and the Baltic Sea. The climate is 
rigorous. There the piercing cold of a 
long winter, and the fervid, fcorching 
heat of a fliort fumroer, rapidly fucceed 
each other, without the intervention of 
Ipring or autumn': yet the inhabitants en- 
joy a ferene fky, a pure air, and regular 
feafons, with healthful and vigorous con- 
ftitutions. This kingdom has been at fe- 
veral periods united to Denmark and Nor- 
way : but the fame fovereign could never 
poffefs thefe three crowns for anjr long du* 
B ration. 
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^ HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
ration. The king, fenate, and dates con- 
ftitute the government of Sweden. The 
diftinft orders, which are fummoned at 
ilated tinges to deliberate qn the moft im- 
portant affairs, are the nobles, clergy, ci- 
tizens, and peafants. This is the only mo- 
narchy that allows the peafants equal pri- 
vileges with the reft of its fubjedlsi. The 
Swedes were always a warlike nation.; and 
are defendants of th^ Goths^ who render- 
ed themfelves fo formidable in Europe, to- 
wards the decline of the Jloman txnp'ire : their 
language is a compouud of the Danifh and 
Teutonic. sChriftianity was introduced in- 
;to Sweden about the beginning of the 
mnth century, ^nd the reformation was ef- 
labliihed ther^e foon after fome of the 
neighbouring flates. of Germany had em- 
braced the opinions of Luther. Sweden, 
.always unfortunate in her union with Den- 
mark, ftrove a long time to free herfelf 
from ^ foreign yoke, to re-eftablilh the 
ancient form of her government, and re- 
cover the right of elefting her own fovc- 
reigns. After depofing feveral of her kings, 
flic crafted in times of anarchy the office 

of 
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erf adminiftrator ; a power rcfembling that 
of the di6tator in ancient Rome •, by this 
method fhe frequently chcrfe for herjfelf a 
domeftic tyrant, more cruel than the def. 
potic oppreffion from which /he was deli« 
vercd. 

( 1 395) Margaret, the celebrated daugh- 
ter of Waldemar, dcferved that appella* 
tion given her of the Semiramis of th 
North. Heireis to the two crowns of Den- 
mark and Norway, fhe re-united Sweden 
to thofe kingdoms, as much by her policy 
as her arms : but, though her reign was 
undoubtedly illuftrious, yet fhe treated 
Sweden like a conquered country, and 
held it in dependency on Denmark : the 
union of thefe three crowns, of which fhe 
procured a ratification, in the famous af- 
fembly of their reprefentatives at Calmar^. 
became a fource of di&ord, and could not 
poflibly be maintained. 

(1415) Eric, the nephew, and fuccef- 
for of Margaret, conduced himfelf impru- 
dently, and was depofed, 

B2 (1448) 
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(1448) Charles Canutfon, an ambitious 
citizen, contrived to get himfelf elefted 
king, bijt was ignorant how to govern. 
; CH7'i) Under the title of adminftrators, 
the Steen-Stures were the oppreffors of their 
country. 

^ (i£p20) Qiriftiern, king of Denmark, 
jnade hin^felf (he Nero, of the Norths and 
was Ijeheld by his fubjedts with horror: 
they at laft rej^fterf him as a monlter-, foul 
with crimes, and bathed in the beft blood 
of his people. 

' In 1523, Guftavus Vafa, a young Swe^ 
difh gentleman, who had been profcribed 
by the tyrant, efcaped from a prifon, and 
appeared at the head of an army, to re- 
venge the murther of his family, and the 
.difgrace of his fellow citizens : he had the 
good fortune to vanquifli this homicide of 
his country, and forced him to have re- 
courfe to flight. The grateful Swedes pro- 
jiounced their deliverer their king, and 
Guftavus was worthy of the title. His 
reign was long and glorious. It- was agreed 
by the ftates to render the crown (which 
., ha4 been hitherto eleftive) hereditary in the 

family 
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family of that hero. It was Guftavus who 
introduced the Lutheran religion into Swe- 
den, in order to difpoflefs the clergy of 
their enormous wealth and power. 

(1560) Eric the Xlth inherited his fa- 
ther's throne, but not his virtues : the cru- 
elty and injuftice of this prince forced his 
own family, as well as the nation, to rebel 
againft him. ( 1 568) John, Duke of Fin- 
land, his brother, befieged him in Stocks 
Jiolm, took him prifoncr, and deprived 
him, at once, of his crown and life. Si- 
gifmund, the fon of John, fucceeded his 
father ( 1 593). As he was likewife king of 
Poland, he confided the regency of Swe- 
den to Charles of Sudermania, his father's 
brother : but by endeavouring too violent- 
ly and precipitately, to reftore the Roman 
catholic religion in this kingdom, and be- 
having to the Swedes in a very impolitic 
manner, the pride and inflexibility of his 
character occafioned an infurreftion ( 1 604). 
-The ftates at length depofed him, and gave 
the crown to the regent Charles the IXth 5 
who made himfelfuniverfally agreeable, by 
his affability, and attachment to the cuf- 
. B 3 toms 
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6 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
toms and religion of his country. This, 
king adted like a good politician, govern- 
ing with wifdom and moderation. The 
ftates were unable to refufe the fettlement 
of the crown to his family ; they went ftilL 
farther ; they made it hereditary in the fe~ 
male line, in cafe of failure in the 
male. 

Guftavus Adolphus afcended the throne 
of Sweden, on the death of his father. 
His enterprizes, his viftories, his talent 
for war, and genius for government, to- 
gether with the virtues of his heart, and 
the qualifications of his mind, made 
all Europe beftow on him the epithet of 
Great 

Guftavus came to the crown before he ' 
was eighteen years of^age, (a time when 
the kings of Sweden attain their majority) 
notwithftanding this objeftion, the council 
of guardians, the regency and the ftates^ 
refigned into his hainds the reins of govern- 
ment. This prince, at the commencement 
of his reign, had three wars to fupport a- 
gainft Mufcovy, Poland, and Denmark: 
his firft battles were unfuccefsful, but hi& 

' lofles 
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QUEEN or SWEDEN. 7 

loffes inconfiderabk ; and by degrees he 
learned to cohqiier. 

(1613) The Danes confcntcd to relinquifh 
their conqiiefts for a million of crowns : 
Guftavus made a treaty with the Poles-, but 
the war with the Mufcovites ftill continu- 
ed ; they reflifing to accept the king's bro- 
ther; prince Charles Philip, for their fove- 
reign, though he had confented to receive 
this dignity at their own requeft. 

(1615) The Swcdith monarch carried his 
troops into Ruflia^ and penetrated beyond 
Narva. After fubduing the province of 
Ingermania, and the city of Kexholm, he 
threw up a rampart between Mufcovy and 
the frontier provinces of his own kingdom. 
This was the only condition infifted upon, 
in a treaty of peace concluded with the 
Great Duke Michael Foederowitz Roman- 
aow, whom the Ruffians had eleded em- 
peror. 

( 1 617) The ceremony of the coronation 
of Guftavus at Upfal being over, the peo- 
ple were defirous hs fhould marry y and he. 
granted them this fatisfadion, by chufing 
for his queen, Maria Eleonora, the eldeft 
B4 daughter 
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8 HISTORY OF CttRISTINA, 
daughter of John Sigifmund, eledor of 
Brandenburg ; a marriage which would 
always have been politically defirable, but 
was more peculiarly fo to Guftavus, from 
his attachment to the Proteftant religion, 
of which this princefs was efteemed the 
greateft ornament. Thefe nuptials were 
the prelude and fignal to a new war with 
Poland, On the expiration of the treaty be- 
tween the two nations. Animated, above 
all things, by a paflion for arms, and the 
defire of conqueft, Guftavus refolved to 
oblige Sigifmund to renounce all future 
pretenfions to the crown of Sweden : he 
gained feveral viflories ; at length forced 
the Poles to fue for peace, and to relin- 
quifh Livonia, as well as a confiderable part 
of Fruffia. 

iCiaria Eleonora of Brandenburg had all 
the virtues and good qualities of her fex : 
to a form fufficiently beautiful and amiable, 
fhe united the greateft tendernefs, fweet- 
nefs, and complacency of charafter : her 
attachment to the king was fo ftrong,. that 
Ihc fuffered his frequent infidelities with- 
out fhcwing the leaft difcontent. Her firft 

child, 



d by Google 



QUEEN OF SWEDEN. 9 

child, who was named Cltriftina, died in 
1624. An accident occafioncd the lofs of 
a fon before his birth ; which gave rife to 
apprehenfions that the king and queen 
would leave no heirs : however, thefe ap- 
prehenfions were foon over -, for after the 
return of their majefties from a journey 
into Finland, every thing feemed to pro- 
mife an ^ccomplilhment of their earneft 
wifhes. Both the king and queen had 
^ dreams which they believed myfterious, and 
interpreted agreeably to their hopes. The 
mind loves to be deceived in whatever it is 
warmly interefted : jfometimes even men 
of the moft enlightened underftandings are 
led into credulity by very flight appearan- 
ces i and pleafe themfelves with imagining 
the moft indifferent and trivial circum- 
ftances, omens of fuccefs.. The aftrolo- 
gers, a fpecies of flatterers, who read in 
the ftars whatever is prefcribed by intereft 
or prejudice, predided the birth of a 
prince, deftincd to fupport the glory of 
Guftavus. The king, foon after, was dan- 
geroufly ill, and the conjunftion of the' 
planets feemed to threaten his life, and 
B 5 likcwife 
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10 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
likcwife that of the queen and prince : but, 
on the 1 8th of December, her majeily was 
brought to bed of a daughter ; Guftavus 
fpeedily recovered his health ; the queen's 
in a fhort time was happily re-eftablifhed, 
and the child lived. Never was aftrology 
more miftaken ! Chriftina was born with' a 
covering from the head to the knees ; her 
face, arms, and legs alone were free: a 
thick down upon her face ; and the ftrength 
and roughnefs of her voice fo much de- 
ceived the women about her, as to make 
them haftily fpread a report in the palace, 
that the queen was delivered of a boy ; a 
fhort-lived joy to the king, as, they foon 
difcovered their miftake : the princefs Ca- 
therine undertook the tafk of undeceiving 
her brother, who expreffed neither furprize 
nor concern at this difappointment ; fay- 
ing, without any emotion, '* Sifter, let us 
" return thanks to God-, I hope this daughf- 
*' ter will prove as valuable to us as a fon : 
" may heaven gracioufly preferve her, fince 
** it has vouchfafcd to beftow her upon 
« us r* he added with a fmile, " This will 
*« be an arch girl, (he puts tricks upon us 

**fo 
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" fofoon!** Orders were immediately given 
for public rejoicings ; and for all the enter- 
tainments cufljomary on the birth of a pre- 
fumptive heir to the crown, Guftavus al- 
ways appeared extremely well fatisfied, but 
the queen, on the contrary, was inconfo- 
lable that (he had not a fon: the child was^ 
moreover, far from handfome ; having a 
Iwarthy complexion,, with features hard and 
mafculine ; which fo much offended her 
majefly, that fhe beheld ix with difguft. . 
Chriftina, afterwards, but too well re- 
turned her mother's indifference, whilft fhe 
preferved, during her whole life, the ten* 
dereft remembrance of her father. Some 
days after the birtfr of this princefs, fhe 
had a narrow efcape from a beam that fell 
near the bed where fhe was afleep. Her 
nurfes let her get feveral dangerous falls ; 
either from their carelefTnefs, or perhaps, 
as Chriflina certifies in her memoirs, from 
a defign to deflroy her : but all thefe acci- 
dents produced no other ill confequencc, 
than a flight irregularity in her fhape, one 
iaoulder being jSomewhat higher than the 
B.6 otherj. 
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other ; a defeft fhe knew how to conceal 
by the difpofition df her drefs. 

The ftates-general of the kingdom were 
convened, and came to render homage to 
the daughter of Guftavus-, who repofed(as 
ihe expreffes it) " on palms and laurels, in 
*' ths arms of fortune and viftory, who 
^* fported round her cradle.** Guftavus 
was fenfible of a very lively fondnefs for 
this only branch in which he faw himfelf 
renewed. The young Chriftina was feized 
'%\^ith a dangerous diftemper, when he w;as 
at the mines, which are at a great diftance 
from Stockholm : he was fo much alarna- 
cd, that he came away immediately on re- 
ceiving the news ; and travelled more ex*- 
peditioufly than any courier woujd have 
done. This auguft infant quickly recover- 
ed, and Guftavus commanded a public 
thankfgiving to be folemnized. His little 
daughter made excurfions with him ; and 
before (he was two years old he carried her 
to Calmar. The governor, fearing to ter- 
rify the prlncefs, whofe health was of fuch 
'importance to the king and to the ftatt, 
defired to know if it was his majefty's plea- 

fure 
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fure that the cannon of the fortrefs and 
garrifon fhould make the accuftomed fa- 
lutes ? Guftavus at firft helitated what an- 
fwer to give •, but after a few moments fi- 
lence, " Let them fire ! (faid he) flie is 
" the daughter of a foldier, and it is pro- 
^' per the found fhould be familiar to her." 
The child was fo far from being frighten- 
ed at this military explofiort, that fhe laugh- 
ed, clapped her hands, and by her geftures 
and joy exprefTed a defire that they would 
fire again. Circumftances like thefe are 
doubdefs unimportant, but they ferve to 
charadlerize a kind of warlike inftinft in 
the infancy of this princefs : Guftavus, 
who felt as a father, did not dcfpife them, 
but obferved with complacency thefe marks 
of natural intrepidity in his daughter. 
From this time he always took her with 
him when he reviewed his troops ; and re- 
marking the pleafure fhe difcovered at 
thefe martial appearances, he faid to her, 
*' We will go away now, but I promife 
*' you, that one day or other, I will carry 
*Vyou to a field where you fhall fee finer 

«' fights !" '^ To my misfortune (fays 

. "" "this 



d by Google 



14 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
«« this princefs in relating the fad) death 
" prevented him from keeping his word, 
«< and me from the happinefs of ferving an 
« apprenticfeftiip under fo complcat a maf- 
«« ter." Indeed Chriftina, all her life, ex- 
preiSed fome regret for having never ap- 
peared in an engagement at the head of aft 
army. She had the heart and fentiments 
of an Amazon ! 

Germany now entered as an auxiliary 
into the Polifti war ; and Sweden, befides 
revenging herfelf upon the emperor, had 
thofe Proteftant princes to defend, who- 
Called in her afliftance againft the oppref- 
fion of the houfe of Auftria : even the ca- 
tholic princes were defirous to ftop the 
courfe of that formidable power which 
threatened Europe with flavery. The con- 
federate fovereigns all caft their eyes upon^ 
Guftavus as their chief, promiling to fur- 
nilh him with troops and money. There 
wanted not fo many motives to perfuade 
^his warrior-king to take the field. A war 
£o extenfive could not be foon concluded^, 
and riiuft neceffarily be attended with, 
very material events-: The King's fagacity 

forcfaw 
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Ibrefaw them all, and even painted, with 
too much truth, the misfortune which a- 
waited himfelf in this expedition. He 
made fuch a fettlement and difpofition of 
his affairs, as if he never more was to re- 
turn to his capital : he confided to the prin- 
ccfs Catherine his lifter, and tahis brother- 
in-law the prince Palatine the fuperinten- 
dancy of the finances ; and» above all, the 
prefervation and education of his dear 
Chriftina. 

He likewife had her acknowledged by 
the ftates, and the army^ as his only heir, 
and as queen of Sweden, in cafe of his 
death. He placed the five great officers tf 
the kingdom at the head of the regency, 
and of the council of guardianfhip, dur- 
* ing his abfcnce, or during the minority of 
Chriftina, exprefly excluding the queen; 
having remarked in this princefs, not only 
an averfion to the Swedes, but an inclina- 
tion to favour foreigners, and introduce 
them into the affairs of government. He 
left to the ftates the care of fixing the time 
of majority in their young fovereign, ac 
8 cording 



d by Google 



i6 HISTORY or CHRISTINA, 
cording as the prematurity and capacity of 
her genius Ihould dircdb. 

The great chancellor Axel Oxenftiern, 
favourite and prime minifter to Guftavus, 
yras regarded as the oracle of Sweden, and 
was fo in reality. The king once wrote to 
. him, " That if he was Icfs acquainted 
" with the fuperiority of underftanding in 
" his chancellor, he would rather chufe to 
" reCgn his crown than continue to reign." 
In the breaft of this great man his fove- 
reign dfepofited his fccrets, his defigns, his 
hopes, and his fears : to him he gave par- 
ticular inftruftions relative to the fupport 
gf the police, and the glory of the go- 
vernment. 

The fenate aflembled. Guftavus, feated 
on his throne, prefcribed the plan of ad-- 
miniftration they were to follow. He then 
recommended his infant daughter to their 
charge; taking her by the hand, and at 
the fame time addrcffing the fenate in a pa- 
thetic fpeech, dilated by the love of his 
country, and paternal afFcilion. He after-, 
wards made the neceffary preparations for 

this 
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this important journey, in which he was 
accompanied by the queen. 

The little Chriftina had been taught a 
compliment, which (he repeated in bidding 
adieu to her parents : the king, perplexed 
with afFairs, was inattentive to her prattle ; 
when the child pulling his coat, at laft 
made him turn towards her ; foftencd and 
penetrated with grief, the father took her 
in his arms, and bathed her with his tears ! 
— It was the parting of Heftor from Afly- 
anax. How plcafing to fee thefe heroes 
and warriors, thefe beings of fuperior or- 
der, furnilh examples of the moft fenfible 
humanity ! 

Chriftina remained inconfolable for the 
abfence of her father : (he cried fo excef- 
lively for feveral days, that it was feared 
her light would be injured, which, like the 
king's, was naturally rather weak. Thefe 
tears appeared an unfortunate prefage to 
the common people, always credulous, 
and frequently fuperftitipus : other augu- 
ries were likewife confulted, that denoun- 
ced a misfortune but too well confirmed 
by the event. 

(1630) 
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(1630) Guftavus furpalTed all the expec- 
tatiohs that the world had formed of his^ 
valour and military fkill : he attacked the 
Imperialifts with advantage, forced them 
to evacuate Pomerania, and polTeffed him-- 
felf of feveral ftrong places where the ene- 
my had lodged their magazines. The em- 
peror afiembled all his generals to "aiTift 
him in oppofing the progrefs of this vidlo- 
rious monarch; amongft others, the re- 
nowned Tilly> a native of Bavaria. He 
was a man mature in years, and of con- 
fominate experience; and had been hi^ 
feerto attended with fo extraotdinary good 
fortune as never to have loft a battle : but 
the king of Sweden's invincible afcendan- 
cy prevailed over Tilly's. His penetrating 
forefight difeovered the fnoft concealed 
projefts *f that general : the celerity of 
his ntarchcs was almoft incredible ; as well 
is that invincible intrepidity with which 
he oppofed all his efforts. The battle of 
Leipfic raifcd Guftavus to the higheft pin- 
nacle of glory ; Tilly was obliged to fly, 
after fufitring an entire defeat, attended 
with great flaughter ; the fucrcefs of this 

adion 
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aAion ftrengthened the vi6tor*s party with 
the addition of thofe princes who till then 
had preferved a neutrality. The emperor 
Ferdinand the lid, trembled at Vienna. 
He now relied entirely on Wallenftein, an 
old general of a magnificent difpofition j 
whofe wealth was fo confiderable, that he 
could raife an army at his own cxpence, 
and fo much beloved by the foldiers, that 
he was, truly, the only man who could re» 
vive the drooping coiirage of the Imperial- 
ifts, Wallenfteitt foon coUeSed a numer- 
ous body offerees^ notwitbffianding wWch 
the Swedes comimaed th^ir progrefs A* 
gainft the enenfty> making themfclves mai^ 
teri of all thofe ftrong forts which extend* 
td OA b(^ fides the Danube, as far as thi 
fteighbourhood of Ulm. Tilly was wound* 
td in an engagement, and died in % 
few days. Guftavus penetrated into Ba* 
varia, took poffeflion of Auglbourg, 
and of feveral other cities in Upper Swa- 
bia. 

( 1 632) Wallenftein opened the campaign* 
by fome advantages that infpired him with 
hopes of recovering the affairs of the em- 
peror: 
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peror. He loudly declared, " He would 
" force the Proteftant princc3 to return to 
" their former yoke." With this view he 
attempted to inveft the city of Nuren* 
bourg, by way of punifhment for its hav- 
ing favoured Guftavus : but the king, in 
order to prote6t the city, had encamped 
near it, in a well-fortified fituation. The 
Imperial general attempting a blockade, 
the king offered him battle, and drove him 
back to his intrenchments ; the a£tion 
laftcd ten hours, without being decifive, 
becaufe the Imperialifts never quitted their 
lines. The king decamped from Nurcri- 
bourg, after ftrengthening the fortifica- 
tions, and Wallenftein at the fame time 
quitted his poft, turning his route towards 
.towards Mifnia, intending to attack the 
Saxons. Whatever complaints Guftavus 
might have againft their eleftor, and how- 
ever perfonal intereft might inftigate him 
%o continue* the. war in the hereditary pro- 
vinces of the emperor, yet he was too ge* 
nerous to fuflfer his ally to remain in dan- 
ger. His advancing forward brought on 
the battle of Lutzen, in Upper Saxony, on 

the 
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the 16th of November. Guftavus had 
thrown the enemy's troops into diforder, 
feized all their artillery, and was prepar- 
ing for a general purfuit, when he was 
killed, in the flower of his age, furround- 
ed by his own troops, without their ever 
being able to difcover from whence the ball 
was aimed that occafioned his death. The 
Swedes, exafperated to a degree of fury, 
at the fight of the dead body of their fo- 
vereign covered with blood, fell upon the 
Imperialifts, and purfued them with a 
dreadful flaughter. 

Guftavus was a beneficent prince, juft, 
affable, and generous ; thoroughly jic- 
quainted with all the duties of a monarch, 
and extenfively fulfilling them. He form- 
ed good laws for his peopk, and was ftrid: 
in their execution. He correded a variety 
of abufes in the mode of the Swedilh go- 
vernment, animating the induftry of his 
fubjedljs by enlightening the objefts of it. 
His court was open to men of merit and 
ufeful talents : he cultivated and honour- 
ed the belles lettres, and was the friend 
of the arts'and fciences: the ftudy of hif- 

tory. 
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tory, of taftics, and the whole art of war, 
were his favourite amufcmcats. He difco- 
ycred a fingular plpafure in meditating on 
Grotiu^'s Treatife on " The Rights of War 
« and Peace." This priocc was eloquent^ 
loved to fpeak in public, aajd could exprefs 
bimfelf with fluency in feveral languages. 
But who ever excelled him in the know- 
ledge of commanding or making himlclf 
obeyed ? of gaining the afieftions of his 
officers and foldiers ? of eiicouraging an 
army ? of prefiding over all the move- 
ments of that vaft machine, becoming the 
foul of it as well as the commander ? He 
weighed the charadlers, the vices, and the 
' talents of his enen^ies ; he ftudied the dif- 
ferent interefts and projects of his allies ! 
The exquifite penetration of genius inGuf- 
tavus gave him an influence that could 
not be refifl:ed : no perfon underftood the 
nature of wiexi better, or the art of em- 
ploying them with greater propriety. 

Glory was his predominant paflion -, he 
courted it in the field with an enthufiaftic 
cpurage and temerity, that in a general 
and a king was undoubtedly culpable: 

fr^- 
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fircqucntly, covered with wounds, he would 
expofe his perfon in the heat of aftion like 

a common foldier. He was himfelf a 

foldier, and was fond of the name ! His 
campaigns and victories have juftly placed 
him in the rank of the mod famous heroes. 

This warrior is reprefented to us of a 
phyfiognomy majeftic and martial ; his fea- 
tures large without being coarfe, and the 
air of his countenance fmiling and familiar: 
of a middle ftature ; prodigioufly fat, yet 
very lively and aftive. He delighted in 
raillery, and poffcfled that unfortunate qua- 
lification himfelf. He has been reproach- 
ed with being too great a flave to hi& paf- 
fioA for the fair fex, too eafily prone to an- 
ger ; and with facrificing too often to the 
yice af his country and of the times, with- 
out having any inclination for wine. 

When his body was opened, the furgeons 
found the heart preternaturally large ♦. 
This prince had a kind of prefcience of 
his approaching death : before the battle of 
Lutzcn, he wrote a letter to the great 

* Guftavus's heart weighed on^ pound ten ounces. 

chan- 
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chancellor, containing a draught of his laft 
will; regarding himfelf (though then in 
perfcdt health) as arrived at the fatal period 
of his life. He recommended to this minifter 
to watch over the interefts of Chriftina; 
to take care that the queen was treated 
with all the honours and refpeft due to her 
rank, at the fame time to remove her from 
afiairs of ftate, and above all, to prevent 
her having any fhare in the education of 
her daughter. 

The laft duties were rendered to Gufta- 
vus with a magnificence worthy of a fo- 
vereign : he was embalmed, norwithftand- 
ing the orders he had given that his body 
ihould not be opened -, this was rather a 
weaknefs in fo great a man, but it was at 
that time a general one in the Swedilh na- 
tion, arid was the refult of a fuperftitious 
relpeft for the dead. When the body was 
conveyed into Sweden, the queen-mother 
refufed to quit the remains of her hufband 
till they were depofited in the tomb -, Ihut- 
ting herfelf up in the funeral apartment, 
and indulging her forrows with that mourn- 
ful fcene ! No wife ever gave greater or 

finccrcr 
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fincercr pfOofs of fecr love or of her grie£: 
Tkne ratter ftugtnentcd her woes. After 
this fad event, flie difcovered much more 
affeftion for Chriftina ; regarding her as 
the living image «f her hulb^nd, of whom 
die had indeed many features of refen>b- 
lance. In the firft tranfports of grief and 
tehdemcfs, (he clafped her daughter in her 
arms, the tsears ftreaming down her face j 
** I will be the govemefi of my child (faid 
•* fhe) and form her infancy !" Maternal 
tendcrnefs confined this young qiieen for 
two years- in a ffjelancht!)ly Iblitude. Some- 
times, by way of diverfion, buffoons and 
dwarfs were introduce, ztcerdmg to the 
cuftom that prerstiled in the courts of Eu- 
rope, efpcdaHy thtrfe of Germany ; the 
tafte of that part of the gfobe not being 
then arrived at a fufficient degree of peii- 
ft&ion to rtfifti thofe intcrefting repre^- 
ftntations, which are the refult of genk?* 
and th©" fine arts. Chrifli ina, detefting, and 
fhunnrfrg foch low and infipid amufemcrits, 
concealed herfelf as often asihc could, un* 
der pretext of bfeing deeply engaged at he^ 
ftddies, 'in order to avoid fo great a con* 
. C ftraint 
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5:raint on her inclination : this was the ori- 
ginal caule 4>f her^palllon for reading and 
• exercifc. 

The V deceased king left a natural fon, 
/whofe . ^naine was Guftavus Guiftafson ; 
>whoni he had by Margaret, the daughter 
of Abraham Cabelian, diredor-general of 
'Commerce in Sweden. This prince was 
iixteen years old, when, hearing of the death 
of Guftavus, he flew to his monument, and, 
.by his entreaties, prevailed on the guards 
.to open it On feeing the dead body, his 
.eyes fwimming in tears, he broke out into 
' this exclamation : ** Alas ! then all is over ! 
I muft now, with Heaven's afliilance, en- 
deavour to imitate him in glory, or die in 
the attempt!" He entered immediately 
into the army of Weimar, where he diftin- 
!guilhed hinifelf by his valour: Chriftina 
i^terwards beftowed on him the title of 
count of Vafabourg, intimating that he 
drew his origin from the houfe of Vala. 

(i6iS) The enemies of Sweden gave 
public demonftrations of their joy on the 
death of the great Guftavus : their courage 
itvivedy and they hoped no future obftack 

' could 
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could be powerful enough to ftop the pro* 
grefs of their enterprizes. The glory and 
fortune of Sweden, fo brilliant under the 
aufpices of its hero, were on the eve of be- 
ing eclipfed with him-. The league of the 
proteftant princes, of which he was the 
aSfiue principle^ tended towards a divifionj 
each member only confulting his private in- 
tereft, diilruftand mi&inderiliandings broke 
the union amongft them, and all things > 
feemedto threaten the evils of anarchy, and 
the horrors of a civil as well as of a foreign 
war. 

• In the midft of thefe general alarms, 
Chriftina, at fix years old, was the only 
hope of her country, and the only furviviiig 
branch of the marriage of Guftavu3 with 
Maria Eleonora of Brandenburg. In .the. 
mean time the dates of Sweden aflembled,: 
when the marihal of the diet opened the. 
proceedings by proving the authenticity of 
Aat decree which had given a right of in-; 
heritance to the female line of Charles; the: 
IXth. grandfather to Chriftina, in default 
of the male.: ^^ confequence of this a<5t, he 
propofed, that Chriftina fl^ould be crowned:- 
C 2 he 
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he was inftantly intemipred by a member 
of the peafants order, whofe name was 
. Larffon, calling out, « Where is this 
*' daughter of Guftavus ? we don't know 
*' her 5 let her be produced !'' The whole 
community prefently began to murmur, re-^ 
peating the fame words. To appeafe their 
clamour, the grand-marlhal went to the 
palace, and, taking Chriftina in his arms, 
carried htr into the midft of the fenate* 
LariS)n advanced, and examirifing her at- 
tentively, cried out, " Yes, it iKlhe t Be- 
** hold the features, the very face ofGofta- 
■•* vus Adolphus ! we will have her for* our 
'^ fovereign -, let her be fcated on the throne 
•* immediately, and proclainpicd kingl** The 
ftates Vere eager ta fill the throne, in ordei^ 
«o dq)rive the king of Poland, and his fa- 
mily, of all farther cxpeftations •, as they 
claimed fomc apparent right to it, by vir- 
tue of an oath, by which theSwedifli nation 
had entered into an engagement to fettle 
the crown on the male heirs of Guftavus- 
Vafa, the grandfather of Sigifmund, The 
ftates publiflied a declaration, making any 
Swede guilty of high treafon, who fhould 

either 
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catfaer aft or fpcat in favour of a foreign 
prince. 

The name of Chrtftina was become the 
fignal in the Swediih armies, and the gene- 
rals had abready taken the oath of allegi- 
ance ; they came to Uy at her feet thofe 
tTophies taken from the enemy on the fatal 
day of the battle oi Lutzen. 

This augnft child delighted to appear in 
ftate > for wheit the Ruffian ambaflfadors 
came to ratify tlieir alliance with the^SwedeSj 
it was^ appFeheftdtdCbriftifta would be ter- 
lificd: at the ^prarance of fo numerous a 
trains of Muibovitesf^ M^th kng beards, 
ifioi^broiis dre^i fitigidiir ceremonies, and 
JbfMtbitig h$itbmx» even in tbe^ polite* 
.ftefet bu«> Oft the contmiy, this btenriew^ 
whkh hstd been i^rdSnted rather' tremeii^ 
dous, was to her quite an entertaining ^peo* 
tKlti fefevatdd upon ikttirone, Cbrii^na 
^ed the queen i?wth great fteadinefs and 
dignky ; appearing to thefe ambafTadors as 
ope bom to comntand^ in whom the daugh- 
K^r of flieheroand^the king could not be 
tt»ccried! TMqvieen appears to recollect 
CI3, this 
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this anecdote, in her memoirs, with muc& 
fatisfaftion. 

• The vigilanceof the fenate, the unanimity 
of all the ordjers, and the advice of chan- 
cellor Oxeafteirn, fayed the ftate in the. 
ever tenipeftuous fe^fon of a minority, and. 
at a time when Germany, Poland, Derb- 
mark, and other powers, were jealous of 
the glory and aggrandizement of Sweden-, 
feeking occafion to excite domcftic conten- 
tions in her bpfom, and to raife up foreign- 
enemies. Ruffia affift^d her ally by a very 
important fervicc: finding Sigifmund al- 
ready prepared to fupport.hk prctcnfions by 
force of arn]Sj fee. immediately, decided 
war ^gainft him, an<;i^e?wed her ftrength fo 
vigproufly,; ti^at aU the Polife troops >vere 
fufpcicntly employed to defend . them- * 
felyes. , 

Jn conformity to the plan I^d dowp by. 
Gudavus, the ftates appointed a council of 
regency aiid. guardjanfhip, cqnipofed o£ ^ 
thofe fiv? fenators , who were the, great ^f-. 
ficcrs pf ftate, the grand bailiff, marftial^ 
admiral, chancellor,, and treafurer of ih^ 
crown. The votes were unanimous in re* 

ferring 
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firrring the general dircftion of foreign af- 
fairs, and principally thofe of Germany, to 
chancellor Oxenfteirn ; with an unlimited 
power in all regulations relative to peace or 
war. A confidence due firom the nation to 
the patriotic fpirit and abilities of this emi- 
nent ftatefmanr 

He convened a general aflembly at Hail- 
bpon, in the name of the young Queen, - 
where thofe princes who had any interefts 
tofupport, either perfonally appeared, or' 
feat their deputies-^ TheSwedifhminifter, 
as head* of the^ eoflfederacy, ftipulated 
for the intei^ll of his fovereign and 
that of the proteftant party : he renewed 
the Swedifli alliance with France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, and got a frefli ra- 
tification figned by all thofe flates of the 
cmpke who had entered into a league to 
defend their liberties, that it fliould remain 
indiflbluble till the conclufion of the war. 

The allies engaged to maintain, at their ^ 
own expence, an army of fixty thoufand 
men, to be commanded by Swedifli gene- 
rals, and to augment that nvlmbier^ fliould 
occurrences, or the intereft of the league^* 
C 4 ^ require 
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require it : they likewift agreed with Swe- 
den to reflgn to the chancellor the conduft 
of thofe affairs that regarded the common 
caufe ; but, at the fame time, appointed a 
cppimittee to affift him, which they ftikd 
^^ cf^filitm Jormatum. Qxenfteirn, by an 
exertion of his authority at the aflembly of 
HaiUbron, re-eftabliflied the children of Fre- 
derick count P^ilatine, in tiieir eftates, and 
filfo in their eiedloral dignity. He hoped 
by this ftep to attach the houfe of Branden?- 
burg, as well as that of the Palatini, more 
firmly to the confederacy ; and likewife ta 
prevent the eleftor of Saxony, who was fe- 
cretly treating with the emperor, from 
abaadpniiig the ^Ui^. , It required att. tte 
z^l ^ pcjitical knowledge that tj^gnsnt' 
maa was pofiefled of to undertake % n^^ 
mtioa with German ek^ors^ whofo cha* 
ra4lers and intereils differed fo^idely } and 
to conciliate the difputes of foreign generab, 
in fpight of their oppofite views, their jea- 
Iou0e9, and competitions. To Oxen&oim 
it appertained, however, to find an honour* 
able clue to this political labyrinth^ his 
^as the $rt to reanimate the courage^ and 

for^ 
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fdrciff the union of the ancient friends of 
Sweden; to break the mcafures of her 
enemies ; and to preferve to his country 
the principal direfkiott in affairs, todalnooft 
the fame credit and authority Ihe enjoyed 
during the life of Guftavus. And all Eu- 
rope coincided in praifing.the Wifdom and 
addrefs of this minifter. 

The care of. the finances was again be- 
llowed by the council of guardianffiip, . on 
die prince Palatine, an office the late king 
had intruftcd.him with; whilft the prin- 
cefs Catherine, his wtfe, remained wkh her 
mecc : Chriftina . feduloufly mindful of her 
prefervation. The ferrate's attehti^ was 
not confined to^the fcctiring the repofe of 
the kindgonrr, maintaining conquefts, de- 
fraditig tbofe places Jubdued in Germany, 
bit the Baltic Sea, or fettling the means of 
contrntring the war tilt 201 honoi^rable peace 
cotrld be obtained : it extended its views 
"flill farther 5 to^ the ineftimablc advantage 
irfmodeUrng: the education of the infant fo- 
Wreign •, of inftiUing into her mind and 
heart aH thofe virtues and accomplifliments 
Aatatigment the kiftre of a ero#n, and ai^* 
C5. effentul 
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cflfcntial to render a reign happy and flourifli- 
ing. " An heir apparent to a throne is an ^ . 
" univcrfal blcffing ; the glory of the 'ftate, 
** and the felicity of individuals, depend ^ 
•* upoA it Thofe who believe that infancy 
" is the fcafon when princes hear truth, axe 
** n)iftaken ; for even in the cradle, they 
" ,are feared and flattered : mankind dreads 
** the memory of princes as much as their 
" power, and treats them like young lions^ 
** who. can draw blood, though they have. 
V notypt ftrength to devQur.** Thefe were 
Ciwiftina's ovn refleftions. 

In eilabliihing tKe houfhold of the prin« 
ccfs, the fenate placed none but the molt 
virtuous perfons. about hoc y andchofe pre-^ 
ceptors for her in every branch of ufeful 
and ornamental knowledge : the ftate^ 
applied themfelvps to tracing die plan^ . 
<rf her education, and having her perfeftly^ ^ 
inftrufted ia the great art of goyernmcnte , 
. ; From her earliell youth Chriftina had di& 
cov^r^d an eafy conception, and an incre- . 
dible ardour in the purfuit of the ftudy of 
politics, fciences, ^nd languages : (be be- 
came acquainted vrith anqient biftory in thc^ . 

ori- 
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original, and particularly delighted in read- 
ing Polybius and Thucydides. 

.Guftavus Adolphus had appointed Azcl 
Banier, grand mallef of the houlhold, pre- 
ceptor to his daughter. He was the king's 
favourite, the confidant of his arnours, and 
companion of his pleafures, a finifhed cour- 
tier, knew little of ^ books, but was ambi- 
tious to excel in all the exercifes of a gem 
tleman; .and, though governed by his pafr 
lions, wa&fuU ofiionour^. The fub-pres- 
ceptor, .who had likewjie been chofen. by 
the king, wssl Guftavus , Horn, a fenator^ 
and nq>he w to the marfhal of -. that name : 
this ku'd.khad feen all the polite courts in 
Europe; was compleatly vcried in the man-^ 
ners and polity of every pation ^ loved the 
belles lettres, andconverfed readily in fevei 
ral languages : wkh thefe qualifications, hef 
was a good politician, and extremely pro-' 
per to inftrud.the infant mind of a fovc- 
rdgn^ . : > 

But Chriftinawaa ihoft fltongly attached 
to John Matthias, whom her father had alfo 
named for her preceptor : fhe priifes himi 
ia,.fcyeral parts, of her memoirs •, ceJe- 
C.6 brating 
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bratiag him as one who loved virtue, ia- 
fpircd it in othera, and piaftifed it hiqifelf. 
The knowledge of literature, and of the 
fciences, wgs familiar to him ; he abounded 
in difcretion, fweetncfe of temper, and pro- 
found erudittOHi and pofiefled the art of 
conveying iiiftrudion without pedantry. 

The king had not only emphatically re- 
quelled thefe tutors toinfuie into the mind 
of his daughter a 1kxi& r^ard for modefty 
and decency, as the diftbguiftiiog virtues 
of her fex-i, he alfo requeflod them to give 
her a manly education,, not only in relattoa 
to mental exercifes, but even to corporal i 
and her natural bent ieconded, in an extra^ 
ordinary manner,, the intentions of Guftar 
vus. To ufe her own words» Chriftura. 
difplayed in her infancy <^ an invincible an<- 
^< tipathy to all the occupaiions *and turn 
^* of converfatioa u&cal to womot j'* and, 
was afbonifhingly inexpert so aUthofe works 
that require delicacy of finger i whilflr, o» 
contrary, Ihe fhewed » reroarl^able faci- 
lity not oidy in the moft abftra&ed fttidies,. 
but alfo in the moft fatiguing laboufs and 
exercifes that conftitute an athletic educa? 

tion* 
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hocL The grwd chanceUor Oxenflekn'. 
made it his particular attention, to enlighten 
the underftanding of this young queen with, 
ali the cays of hia genius and experience u 
Caching her how to reign, by explaining 
the fuperior duties for which (he was def- 
tmed, and opening; to.her the pauis of true 
glory! 

Whilft Chriftioa increafed in years and* 
intelligence under thefe admirable precep- 
tors, the Swedes and their allies continued 
to llipport tte fugeriority of thejr arms. 
GenerM. Horn reduced Aliktia^. and gained 
«n advantage over the Bavarian cavalry 
near Kempten^ Qeorgey, duke of Lunen*- 
btu'g, m^ himfclf iftaftcrof feveral places 
in Weitphsdiay aft^t^ oUaiaing a vi&ory over 
count Mansfield : greai^ part, of the dutchy 
of Munfter acknowledged the authority of 
the lan^ave Wiliiam. Btot iniSilefiai jea- 
tDufy had Town di/Ienfioos among the 
Swedish and Saxon generals, which impeded 
their p^giefe : far greater calamities w^re 
to be apprehended from a feditton that had 
arifen among the S wediih officers, who not 
only infiftfed on hwing all the arrears due 
5 to 
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to them, but exa^ed extraordinary recom^ 
pence for their paft fervicc. Duke Bernard 
fecretly- excited thefe difturbances, wanting 
to aflRa^iTvc the abfolute coniinand of the al- 
lied army, and to obtain the ceflSbn of the 
dutchy of Franconia, together with Wurtz* 
burg.ana Bamberg : Oxenfteirn, who dived 
into his views, abandoned to him Frahconia^ 
and by that means perfumed him. , to defift 
from his other pretcnfions^ . 

TheaHies divided their lxo©p8 intofcveral 
corps, who a^ed in different places. . Tht 
Imperialifts, fuperior in- ntimber,, had 
driven^ the Swedes oui of Saxony^ but 
the latter had the advantage in Franconia 
and the Palatinate : the landgrave WiUiara 
had taken Padcrborn : duke George of Lu» 
nenburg had befieged and taken Hamelcn^ 
after defeating a body of 1500a men who 
attempted its relief: the. city .of Ofnabrug 
was unable- to withftand the efforts of the 
allies : at the fame time Chriftiern, of the 
Palatine branch erf the counts of Birkea- 
field, defeated the Lorrainers in the Lower 
Alfatia, opening himfelf a paflage ihtoSwa^, 
bia: duke Fcria, alfo, had brought, withb 
him, from Italy, 14000 mtn to join the ar- 
my 
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my of Attringcr, one of the generals of the 
Epfipire ; Guftavus Horn, the Swcdilh ge- 
neral, prefled thefe troops fo clofcly, that 
he obliged them to retire into Bavaria, a&en 
the lofs of many live?* Duke Eeria> wasj 
eager for fuccefs, and animated by a.paf- 
fion for gtory : he had already boafted oJP 
the luftrc of his aftions, the fuperiority of. 
his troops,, his refources,. and experience j. 
and was too much morticed. to furvive the 
flume, of this, defeat : he. died* of vexation, 
and defpair. Puko Bernard had the. addreik 
tQ deceive John de Wert (a. celebrated of- 
ficer in the Impcrialarmy) by a ftratagem ; 
for, feigning ade%n of attacking Munich, 
he, in fad, by forced marches, arrives at 
Raofbon, feizes that important city and fe- 
veral others, making great devaluation in 
Bavaria ^ he was foon afterwards obliged 
to retreat precipitately towards the Danube, 
on the approach of Walenftcin, the general 
of the Empire, who was on his march to at- 
tack him,. The Swedes, though they fre-^ 
quently obtained viftories over the Impe- 
rialifts, \5^rc, however, fometimes repulfed ; 
and this conilant ^^tqrnative of fuccefs and 
,.t mif- 
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mifcarriage, adding to the difagreemen€; 
atnongft the cammanders in both armies, 
rendered thdr lofles. and, advantajges fo, 
nearly equal, that the fate of die war ftiU Re- 
mained undetermined.: 

(1^34) Waiienftein, at the head of the 
Btnperialifts, taught th^m how to triumph 
over the Swedes near Steinau ; this general. 
itc^Ilcd yi6tory uader his banner, and en- 
joyed the entire confidence.of the foldiery ^ 
but his pride^ his haughty, inflexible cha-^ 
rafter, together with hi$ love of independ* . 
cncy, drewupon him the envy of many, 
who by^ degrees uadcrmined his credit with. 
fixe emperor, notwithftanding he had beenr. 
his friend, his counfellor, and hi& defender. 
Tiie fufpicion of treafon, and ambitkms prOf- 
je£fcs with which his enemies had flandered 
his reputation, tempted him at hft to reaHzc 
their accufations ; he made propofitions ta> 
France and the reft of the powers at vari- 
^e with the Empire, to throw his army 
into their fcale, on condition they would, 
afllft him in the cpnqueft of Bohenhia ; btit 
ihey apprehended this promife to be only a 
foaic concerted between the emperor and . 

his 
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his general, in order more efiedually to 
deftroy the allies. Walenftein, feeing all 
his real, as well as imaginary projeds of ag* 
grandizement prove abortive, funk at laft 
under the iuperior influence of his rivals \ 
and being recalled by the emperor, who 
gave the command of the* army to his 
cldeft fon, the arch-duke Ferdinand, king 
of Hungary and Bohemia, was a few days 
after his difgrace aiTaflinatcd at Egra, by 
three Scotch officers. 

The imperialifts and the allies held the. 
balance in equal poife fome time longer* 
without cither gaining any decifiveiadvan* 
tage : till at length the king of Hiuigary^ 
feeking an occafion for fignalizing his cou*. 
rage, befieged Ria:iiboii, and carried tbu^ 
ftrong ciQr* Thealli«s> arriving too laie: 
idr its relief, withdrew to an ad^antagcDiir 
poA: in the neighbourhood of Ropfingeo, 
But impatience, which &I often becomes! 
imprudence, urged the Swcdilh general 
officers to attack the Imperialifts, though: 
the latter had received a reinforcement at 
Spanifh troops : this was contrary to the o* 
pinion of general Horn ; but his forefight 

was. 
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was conftrued into timidity, and he was o-^ 
bliged to give way, A battle was there- 
fore fought near Nordlingen, in which the 
greateft part of the Swedifh infantry was- 
cut to pieces, and a number of prifoncrs- 
taken; Guftavus Horn was amongft the** 
latter, after performing prodigies of va-- 
lour, wliofe military knowledge, unhappi- 
ly, but too little confulted, even exceeded' 
his course. The Proteftant league felt' 
the weight of this blow extremely^ as the- 
confequences were Itkely to be very fatal. 
The cledtor of Saxony^ ever regardful oP 
his perfonal intereft, and unmindful of the 
common caufe,. was- the firff to break his- 
conneftioa with the allies^ andno join the^ 
viftorioQs partp. The Imperialifls made* 
the bell* u$? of victory, by fubduing fevc- 
rat confideiahle places, and hairafling their* 
esemies.. In« this extremity, .Swedea had: 
recourfe to Crance; and ceded Philipf- 
Bourg and the province of Alfatia to that« 
power, as the reward of thofc ferviccs fhc 
cxpcfkcd from this alliance. The grand 
chancellor went himfelf to Paris to negoti- 
ate a treaty which, he hoped, might enable 

huu 
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him to prop the tottering ftate of Sweden. 
This minifter received from the king, and 
the whole nation, thofe honours that were 
due to his rank, and ftill more to his me- 
rit. He did juftice himfelf to this recep- 
tbn, on more occafions than one. The 
famous John de Wert, who had done fo 
much mifchief to the French by his incur- 
fions, and whofe name was become fo ter- 
rible to the inhabitants of Paris, that it 
afterwards paflfed into a proverb, was at 
laft taken prifoner by the Swedes, and de- 
livered up to the French. On hearing ge- 
neral Horn was in the hands of the impe- 
rialifts, chancellor Oxenfteim, who- was 
brotber^in-law to that unfortunate Swede;' 
madea propof^l to exchange. him for an- 
officer of .the empire; but he met withi 
much difficulty and dilatbrinefs in the con- 
du6); of a nation, unwilling to fct her nx>ft 
formidable enemy at liberty : the folicita- 
tions of the queen, the regency, and the • 
grand chancellor had not fufficicnt efficacy, 
to prevent ficld-marflial Horn fixMn re* 
maiaing near eight years in captivity. , 

The 
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The Impcrialifts havbg taken Philipf-' 
boufg by furprizc, where the French hjKi 
great magazines^ and likewife reduced 
fomc other cities, the Swedes were under 
the neceflity of relinquifhing part of their 
conquefts, in order to gafai time, and pre- 
vent their total rain : they yielded there- 
fore Pruflia to the king of Poland, to 
foften that power and obftain a renewal of 
the treaty between them, which was air 
naoft expired. 

The moft dingcfous enemy of Sweden^! 
was^ the de&oor of Saxony : nothing wafi ca-^ 
pjdble of fctting fapunds, «> that, inveterate^ 
maiice inth. y&kh h^ perfecuted his an* 
cknt aUies^ equally em^oyitig artifice,^ 
and ofm ibrce for idhtcw d^ilro£t»^ With 
bribes snd pndmifds he fedoceda^ difafl%€t-^ 
o4[ pan^ oCStRdifli officer^ in whom bad 
fnceef^^ asd want of pay, had weakened 
that zeai and. attachment, they owed thek 
otnintry. At this time the deftiny, and 
rven the verjr exiftenceof Sweden, depend- 
td.t)n: tivo perfims only ; chancellor Oxen- 
fteirn* the moft. able and moft a6tive poll* 
tician of the age» negotiated the bufinefs of 

the 
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the nation 5 general Bankr, as much re- 
nowned for his courage and military capa- 
<dt7, fought its batdes. As a means to 
brtzk thst inteiligence which the ele«5tor of 
Saxony maintained with his army, Bamer 
found himielf under the neceffity of march- 
ing into the dutchy of Bruniwick : the Saxr 
ens, taking advantage oi his retreat, ex*- 
tended their lines dloog the banks of the 
£ibe-, mmedktdy^tht Swedifli general or- 
dered: a &»c»liiiacth, forprized the army 
of the empire, defrroy^d part of it, and 
made a great many prifoners. This vio- 
tory was oxxtndcd with fev^erafl other* ad^ 
vantages, the princ^al were, that it re«> 
animated die i^irit of the^ tmops, and kept 
the nudeooniciits in obedience, 

,^1636^ 1^37) The Proteftant league was 
entirely diflblved. Sweden, araongft .all 
her confederates in Germany, had been un- 
able to retain any bdides the Landgrave of 
He£e ; and this prince, iurrounded by ener 
imes, was incapacitated to affift her. £ng^ 
land, France^ and Holland refufed to n^c 
an open declaration of war againft Ger-^ 
many, contenting themfelres witih iecretly 

wilhing 
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wifhing the profperity of Sweden. Yet, 
this kingdom, reduced to rely upon its in- 
nate ftrength, commanded by Ikilful ge- 
nerals, full of zeal for its welfare, obtain- 
ed frequent advantages over,the combined 
forces of the empire and Saxony. The 
Swedes, who were aftuated by felf-dcfencc 
alone, confidcred their conqucfts as the 
only infallible means of attaining an ho^ 
nourablc peace, and they were ready to car- 
ry their point, when a gentleman of Pome- 
rania condpflted Gallas, one of the impe* 
rial generals, with his army, by a privaDtt 
road into that province, which inftantly 
<:hanged the face of affisurs 5 for by this ir.* 
ruption, the Imperialifts were iri poilefnon 
of feve-ral confiderAhle places, and acquired 
a fupcriorky in Pomerania, Saxony, UpJ)er 
Germany, and Weftphalia. • ^ 

(1638, 1639) Thefe viciflitudes prolong- 
ed the miferies of war, and rendered all 
negotiations fo much the more difficulty 
as each party either over-rated its advantar- 
ges, or relied too confidently on the af- 
fiftance of time and fortune. Duke Ber- 
nard had coUedtcd an army, with which he 

defeated 
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ckfcated the Imperialifts fcveral times, dif- 
poffelling them of fome of their conquered 
towns. Banier had a conference with him\ 
they adjufted their plan of operation toge- 
ther, thefe two great warriors agreeing to 
carry all the fury of the war into the heart 
of the emperor's hereditary dominions. 
This is often the only method of reducing 
a powerful enemy, by giving him caufe to 
tremble for his own country, while diftant 
nations feel the terror of his arms. Banier 
purfued his purpofe to its utmoft extent % 
flying from place to place with fuch incre- 
dible rapidity, that he fecmed in a manner 
multiplied : he fought every inch of 
ground, and all his eng^ement^ were f^ 
many viftorics. 

Sweden, by this fudden turn of fortune, 
xegained her fuperiority, and her generals 
triumphed in every a£lion : the empire was 
alarmed, and believed itfelf incapable to 
raife an army fufficient to oppofe the ene- 
my. Duke Bernard, having already opened 
a paflage into Bavaria, was preparing to in- 
take that territory, when death ftopt him 
in the midft4»f his career^ throwing the af- 
fairs 
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fairs of Sweden again into confufion. Duk'e 
Bernardo's army, which was alfo called 
'Weimar's, was left without a commander ; 
feveral powers claimed pretenfions of right 
over it 5 amongft others the eleftor Pala- 
tine, who fcnt deputies to treat with the 
officers, whilft he himfelf fet out from Eng- 
land, intending to travel through France ; 
but at Moulins he was arrefted, for patfing 
without having afked the royal permiffiori, 
and condufted, as a prilbncr, to the caftle 
of Vincenncs : the true reafon for this me^ 
fore was, that the French had formed a de- 
JTgn of getting the command of duke Ber- 
nard's army into their own hands, in which 
jhej; at length fiiccetded ; gaining over, by 
promifes "and money, Eriac, the dukc*» 
principal officer ; by which means they af- 
fumed the diipofal both of his army and 
CQnquefts j particularly of the city of Brf- 
fac, at the fame time appointing the count 
dc Guebriant, commander in chief* * 

Notwithftand>ng fome recent advantages 
that the Swedes had acquired over the Im- 
perlalrfts, they ftill foimd their objeftions 
to peace infurmountable ; fome gre^r blow 

was 



d by Google 



1).UEEN or SWEDEN:^ 4^ 
was therefore neceflary. General Banier, 
CO awaken the ardour of the allies, joined 
his troops to thofc of Weimar, Mefle, and 
Lunenburg, forming by this junftion a 
formidable army, capable of giving law to 
the enemy, had it been under the guidance 
of a Ikilful leader : but the pride 6f thofe 
generals, who equally afpired to that ho- 
nour, proved the grand obftacle which this 
army had to fubdue ; and, as it always hapr 
pens on fimilar occafions, the intereft of in- 
dividuals was preferred to that of the pub- 
lic. Th^efe feuds made it necefTary to di- 
^ vide again, and a'a feparately. 

The lords of the regency in Sweden, re- 
mote from the operations of the war, flow 
in their decifions, and frequently oppolite 
in fentiments, threw a new embarraflTmenc* 
into affairs. From jealoufy of authority, 
they removed all thofe who wdre likely to 
balance it : the queen-dowager could not 
obtain any (hare in the government, and 
faw herfelf in a manner conftrained to fix 
her refidence at the caftle of Griplholm, in 
the province of Sudermania 5 where flic,- 
was fo much difcontented, that at leno-th 
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Ihe refolved to leave the kingdom. To ac- 
complilh her purpofe, flic had entered into 
a private correfponden(je with Denmark ; 
and on finding that king difpofed to alTift 
her flight, flie embarked in a finall vcScl 
xo the ifle of Gothland, where two men of 
war were appointed for her guard ; in this 
manner flie arrived, and was conduced in 
triumph into Denmark. 

Count d*Avaux and father Bougeant 
have both confidered this queen's elope- 
ment as an adventure of gallantry. The 
tx)unt, informing the dutchefs of Savoy of 
the event, relates it in the following terms : 

** A king and queen in the Northern he- 
^* mifphere, who were feparated by an arm 
** of the fea, which ferved as a boundary to 
*« their kingdoms, wiflied for a nearer alii- 
*« ance : the good intelligence between 
«' them commenced, by fecret embaflles 
** dexteroufly carried on by a witty female 
*' who certainly has more addrefs than all 
<« our ambafladors. One fine morning,^ 
*« juil at the dawn of day, the fair princcft, 
** attended only by a knight and a confi- 
«.dant, mountecl her palfrey, and by con- 

•*' cealed 
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*** cealed paths through woods and rocks, 
*^ arrived on the fca'-fliore, and pafled the 
♦* ftraits in a forry boat, more courageoufly 
** than ever Leander did! But they had 
•' not failed far before they were accofted 
** by an admiral, who received her majef- 
" ty on board with a difchar^e of his ar** 
** tillery ; publifliing thus to tlie world a 
" myftery till then fo carefully concealed. 
^ The fleet appointed for her reception was 
*' magnificently equipped -, furnifhed with 
" moft exquifite dainties of every kind ; 
" and to compleat the gallantry of the en-. 

tertainment, there was an excellent band 
* of mufick. In this fplendid manner the 
** queen, the widow of Guftavus, has been 
" conduced to a Danilh ifland, where 
" Chriftiern.IV. who now may truly be faid 
" to reign happily, is gone to receive her." 

It was the general opinion that the king 
of Denmark fluttered his imagination with 
the hopes of bringing about a marriage be- 
tween his fon Frederick and queen Chrif- 
tina, and with this view affifted the queen- 
mother's efcape. She afterwards retired in- 
to the territories of the elcijtor of Branden- 
D 2 bourg, 
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bourg, and remained ttkere till the queen 
her daughter was of an* age to take the 
reins of government; the fenate, in the - 
mean time, allowing her a penfion to fup- 
;port the. dignity of her rank. 

This. fugitive princefs returned to Swe- 
den in 1648, and made her entry into 
Stockholm with great magnificences Chrif- 
:tina paid her the compliment of ctxibarking 
in a little veffel, in order to meet her at 
.Dahlerven ; but fhe was overtaken by a 
. tempeft, and with difficulty gained the 
^Ihore* 

( 1 64 1.) One of the principal lords of the 
^regency dying in the beginning of this 
year, the fenate referred to the young 
queen^ whofe minority was nearly expired, 
the nomination of his fucceflbr ; and it had 
reafon to extol her prudence on this de- 
licate occafion, for not (hewing the leaft 
prepofleffibn, and for preventing every jea- 
lous complaint. She wrote to her uncle 
John Cafimir, the prince Palatine, thofe 
rcafons which determined her againft the 
appointment of Charles Guftavus, his fon, 
in oppofition to the ties of blood and 

friend- 
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iriereifbip ; the principal of. which was, 
that ib near an approach to a throne, to 
which he might have fome pretenfions, 
would be apt. to kindle apprehenfions in 
the Swedes. . Chriftina ordered a lift to be 
taken of the names of tliofe pcrfons whofe . 
birth entitled them to the vacant dignity, 
and left the decifion to chance, which de- 
clared in favour. o£. the count dc Brahe. 
Soon after this, the fcnate invited the young 
queen to prefide in their affemblies ; whene 
Ihe difcoverod great *aflkiiiity, quitting widi 
joy her former amufcments, to apply her 
thoughts towards the difcuflion <tf the mod 
ferious and intricate afiairs •, furrounded by 
old fagacious counfellors and profound po« 
liticians ; enchanting them by the vivacity 
of her wit, and the penetration of her judg« 
ment. 

Banier, in the mean time, had attempted 
an enterprize equally bold and difficulty 
for, marching at the head of his advanced 
guard, he approached Ratifbon, where the 
emperor and the ftates of the empire were 
aflembled : his intention was to attack 
them by furprize, and fo to finifti the war 
D 3 at 
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at once, by a fudden and unexpedted 
ftroke. The Imperial troops were difperf- 
ed in winter-quarters j the Danube was 
frozen over v lo that all appearances con- 
curred to facilitate this grand defign : but 
a fudden thaw flopped the Swedifh gene-- 
ral at the very inftant he was preparing to 
crols the river; and the large quantity of 
ice prevented his conftrufting a bridge of 
boats. To add to this difappointment, the 
count de Guebriant withdrew his forces 
from the Swedes, and retired towards the 
Maine, in Jpite of all the arguments and 
.entreaties Banier made ufe of to perfuade 
him not to abandon him. The ^larm was 
fpread.atRatifbon; and as the Imperialifts 
had tinne to coUeft their troops, the danger 
of the Swedes, furrounded by enemies, and 
menaced with being crufhed by their num- 
ber, was imhiinent: however, Banier re- 
treated by the foreft of Bohemia, v-hift the 
Imperialifts, amufmg themfelves impru- 
dently and inadively at Ratilbon, let the 
opportunity of revenge ^fcape : the Swedifh 
army luckily gained the pafiage of Prefnitz 
onlvhalf an hour before Picolomini arriv- 
ed. 
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cri; who had marched with the utmoft ex-^ 
pedition to furprife them, but was ob- 
ftruaed himfelf, and obliged to retire, 

By the death of George of Luncnbourg, 
the Swedes loft a powerful ally : the admi- 
niftration of that houfe did not purtue his 
plan^ but confultcd their own private emo- 
lument more than* the general intereft of 
Germany. 

The landgrave of Hefle and the count 
of Schomberg died about the fame time ; 
but no lofs was more fenfibly felt than that 
of general Banicn This great man, the 
pupil of Guftavus, his friend and confident, 
ftrongly refembled him in his perfon, but 
ftill more in the qualities of his heart, and 
the extent and vivacity of his genius. He 
perfcfted the art of war by uniting pru- 
dence with valour, and the wifdom of 
counfel with the activity of execution* 
The plan of his campaigns was admirable; 
he feemed to pierce into futurity, and to have 
the art of preparing and conducing thofe 
events that fuited his purpofe : to finifh his 
charafter, there never was a citizen more 
zealous for the glory of his country. In- 
D 4 expe- 
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experienced as Chriftina was, ihe knew^ 
better than all her court, how much the 
fall of fuch a general muft ihake her. 
throne. In a letter to prince Charles Guf- 
tavus, fhe fays, *' I have juft now heard 
•* the heavy dejefting news of Banier's* ill- 
** nefs : they tell me he cannot recover -, 
^ and ppople here are little fplicitous whe- 
*' ther he lives or dies, fuppofing he can 
" eafijy be replaced ; but fuch cbarafters 
•* are very rare. If Banier dies, mir affairs 
** wiU certainly decline." Tfe>fe misfor- 
\ tunes which th^ qu^n fore&w (bon hap- 
pened J diforder reigned i^ the Swedjlh 
armyj the ^lies werp divided amongft 
thenifelyea; and the Jrpp^rialifts, taafcing 
gpod ufe irf their enemies linfcttled ftate,^ 
gaii>cd a conffderable advantage over them 
nc^r Quedlinbourg, and recovered moft ot 
the principal places in Silefia. 

(1642) Leonard Torftenfon, vho fuc- 
ceeded Banier ii> the command of th? 
troops, had been pbUged by fickncfs to re- 
main a long while inactive 5 but, on this 
general's recovery, he opened the campaign 
with glory, and diftinguiihed himfelf by his 

aftivity. 
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aftivity, and by the rapidity of his con- 
quells. 

The Swedes, animated by a chief fo vi- 
gorous and enterprifing, recovered their 
former fuperiority-, their courage, condudk- 
ed by prudence, fixed viftory beneath their 
llandards : tHey triumphed in Weftphalia, 
took their revenge near Quedlinbourg, and 
Torftenfon led them viftorious into Silefia, 
where they regained all thofe places they 
had loft : he afterwards defeated the caval- 
ry of Francis Albert, duke of Saxe-Lawen- 
bourg, who had flown to the affiftance of 
the Impcrialifts, obliging him to furrender 
himfelf prifoncr ; he died of his wounds 
foon after. Wcftphalia, Moravia, and 
Saxony, became fucceflively the theatre of 
Swedifh exploits. . The Imperialifts afFem- 
bled all their forces toftop the unbounded 
rage of this impetuous torrent: the arch- 
duke Leopold and general Picolomini 
joined their armies, and made a forced 
march, confiding in the fuperior number 
of their troops. The rival nations encoun- 
fered in a plain near Breicenfeld, alread/ 
famous by a viftory of the great GufUvui. 
D 5 The 



d by Google 



58 HISTORY of CHRISTINA, 
The aftion . commenced by a furious can- 
nonade, during which it was remarked that 
the fame cannon-ball killed the hbrfcs of 
Torftenfon and two other officers, without 
wounding their riders. — The Swedes per- 
fbriped prodigies of valour this day ; fight- 
ing in thofe fields, the ancient witnefles of 
their glory ! they left dead upon the fpot 
five thoufand Imperialifts, and made two 
thoufand five hundred prifoners j their own 
lofs not amounting to more than two thou- 
fand men- This day, fo glorious for 
Sweden, was fucceeded by the furrender of 
Leipfic, and feveral great advantages ac- 
quired by the troops of Hefle and Weimar, 
which opened a paflage into Cologne and 
Juliers. 

In Chriftina, juft beaming from the dawn 
of infancy, the fovercign of a flourilhing 
kingdom and a martial nation, the deli- 
cate graces of her fex were blended with 
manly vigour of genius^ and all the quali- 
ties of a great and fublime foul. Thq 
daughter of Guftavus added luftre to the 
glory of her origin -, her mqrit was even 
fuperior to her birth : all thefe advantages. 

wQr^ 
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were embelliftied by the fplendor of a 
crown in her own difpofal, together with 
the gift of her hand: many of the young 
monarchs and princes of Europe became 
her admirers, ambitious of the glory of cap- 
tivating this fuperb heart. The two princes 
of Denmaric, Frederick and Ulric, rivals 
in love, were the firft who alpired to a mar- 
riage with the young queen of.Sweden : 
prince. Ulric's ihtereft* was principally fa- 
voured -by. the queen-mother-, but the.fenatc 
reje<aed the offer of this alliance, fearing to 
fee a revival of thofe calamities which for-* 
nacrly overwhelmed Sweden, when under the 
&me authority with Denmark. 

T he. Elcftor Palatine likewife entered the 
lifts > but none of the competitors had equal 
reafon for hope with the eleftor Frederick 
William of Brandenbourg : the great Guf* 
tavus had, himfelf, . fclefted this prince, for 
a hulband to his daughter, intending, by fo 
political a union^ ta augment the power of 
Sweden in Germany, and join the national 
conquefts to the elcftoral territories. This 
marriage, which muft have thrown fuch 
m additional weight of ftrcngth and gran- 
D 6 deiir. 



d by Google 



6p HISTOKY OF CHRISTINA, 
deur into the fcale of Swfeden, was looked 
upon with j^alpufy, and even with dread by. 
the different: courts of Europe. Denmark 
and Poland difcovered in the cle<5lor a dan- 
gerous neighbour; the houfe of Auftria 
was fenfible how much its force would be 
balanced, if aot diminilhed, by the elector 
of Brandenbourg's becoming king of Swe* 
den; France and Italy had caufe for ap- 
prehenfion from a Protcftant monarch la 
,,pQwerfuL Had Guftavus lived, this match 
would undoubtedly have been concluded^ 
as the firft propofition of it raifed univcrfal 
joy in the army and populace ; but the re- 
gency and • the fenate now gave it a more 
remote appearance : they had their own 
rights and privileges to preferve, which, in 
their opinion, would have been endanger- 
ed under the government of a foreign 
prince. Chancellor Oxenfteirn was princi- 
pally concerned in traverfing the eleftor's 
wilhes: he infinuated apprehenfions of this 
prince's over-running the country with Ger- 
mans, and bellowing on them the chief 
dignities and employments of the ftate; 
There were yet fome other motives wbich 

influr 
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influenced the conduA of the chancellor ; 
he fecretly flattered himfelf with gaining 
the public content in favour of his fon 
Elric ; but as the credit of this minifter be- 
gan foon after to diminifli, he did not 
think it prudent to difclofe his deflgn« 

John^ king of Portugal, and Philip, king 
of Spain, were alfo among the pretcndei? to 
the queen : diflfercncc of religion was an 
infurmountable obfl:acle to their fuccefs, 
befides the in^probabilitjr that Sweden 
would fubmit to be governed by a king of 
Spain or Portugal. There was alfo fome 
reafon to believe, that the emperor pri^ 
vately folicited this match for his fon the 
king of the Ron>ans. He apprehended 
that Chriftina, fond of « titles, and wort'hy 
of the greateft, might be flattered with an 
cxpe£):ation.of one day joining the name of 
€mprefs to that of queen. 

The Spanifh agent,Don Pimentel, a flcit-, 
ful infinuating negotiator, who was in great 
reputation with Chriftina, endeavoured tp 
accomplifh an a&ir that would s^grandize 
the power of the houfe of Auflria, by re- 
f ftaUi&iQg <he emperor in tho^ German 
3 . pro- 
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provinces conquered by the Swedes, and at 
the fame time raife up a new barrier againft 
the power of France 5 and it feemed as if 
the Italian count Montecuculi, a general of 
the Empire, had inflxuiStions to gain fecret 
afluranccs from the que^n of Sweden of her 
own confent, before he acquainted the fe- 
nate with the principal objedt of his nego*- 
tiations. 

Don John of Auftria. was another who 
afpired to the fame hojiour,:as well as Sigif- 
mundRagotflci;geacral and count ofCaffovia. 
The king* of France, and. the queen-mother 
employed M. Chanut, their amb^ador in 
Sweden, to propofe prince John Cafxmir to 
the queen ;.• who, after being a. jefuit and a 
cardinal, had afcended the threpe of Pq- 
land. Ladiflaus, elder brother of Cafimir, 
likewife defired this connexion, fought after 
in vain byfo many princes •, but he was not 
more fortunate than his competitor?. 

The queen made ufe of various pretexts* 
as motives of her refufal ; fuch as reafons 
of ftate, oppofition, or difference, in reli- 
gion, manners, and interefts ; but the real 
caufe was, that fran^ hejr earlieft youth (h<i 

had 
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had entertJuned an avcirfion to marriage ; 
however, another competitor wiU foon ap- 
pear» who feemed to haye the beft right to 
hope and obtain thi: confcnt of the queen 
of Sweden.. 

(1643^1644.) The Swedes madeafud- 

den irruption into Holftein, and finding the 

Danes incapable of defence, they, in a ftiort 

time,, made themfelves. mafters of the chief 

places in that dutchy, fubdued all before 

them, aaci penetrated even into the penip- 

iula of Jutland, The Danifh infantry^ 

Qonfiftii>g of 4500 men, was forced to fur- 

. rendei: at difcretion : the war raged with 

frefh fury between thefe rival nations, and 

fome very finart engagements, paffed both- 

at fea and land. The Swedes had received 

a reinforcement of ihips from Holland, 

which, gave them the advantage in their na* 

val expeditions, yet no decifive blow was 

ftriick. Tgrftenfon purfued the Imperiar 

lifts with ftill gr^eater good fortune ; he had 

{6 entirely deftroyed thQ troops commanded 

by Gallas,. a$ tO: reduce them to xooo- 

infantry. Thefe fad remains of his once 

flourifhing army,, their general, with, great 

,. dif- 
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difficulty, led back into Bohemia, at the 
conclufion of the campaign. 

On the 1 8th of December 1644, Chrif- 
tina, at eighteen years of age, took poflef- 
fion of the reins of government with' the 
ufual ceremonies : from that moment Oie 
dire£ted the whole machine, and was her 
own minifterj.fhe cxpedii:ed her orders, 
and particularized her inftrudions to the 
council. ** It is incredible, fays M. Chaniit, 
'«.^the French ambafiador, how powerful 
«* Chriftina is in the f<^ate ! She adds ta 
** her quality of fovereign thofe of grace, 
" honour, courtefy, and the art of per- 
•* fuafion 5 fo that the fenators, when they 
*^ aflfemble^ are aftoniflied at the influence 
" ftic gains over their fentiincnts.*' No 
fovereign ever poffefled ftronger talents, or 
had a higher relifh for the fatigues of the 
cabinet, at an age commonly dedicated to 
pleafure and diffipation ; the cares of go- 
irernment became her chief occupation, and 
Ihe ^^ varied her amufements, as ihe ex^ 
*• prefTes it, by varying her ftudics.*' 

(1645) Hoftilities continued between 
Sweden and Denmark, though, at the fame 

tim€» 
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tiiTje, not without fome negotiations towards 
a peace. Chriftina prcffcd her chancellor 
to terminate this great work, and even 
wrotfg fevcral letters herfclf on this fubjedt, 
which have been preferved as monuments 
of her policy and confummate prudence. 
At len*^th this peace, fo earneftly defired, 
was concluded to the fatbfadion of Chrif- 
tina, by the zeal of Oxcnfteirn, and the me- 
diation of France and Holland. 

The queen dcmonftrated her grateful ac- 
quiefcence in the chancellor's negotiation, 
by beftowing on him a confiderablc cftatc, 
which (he erected into an earldom ; and, 
in ordep to flied greater fplendor on the 
tide with which fhe honoured her minifter, 
ccKTipofed and pronounced herfclf the culo- 
gium of Oxenftekn, furrounded by the 
principal citizens of the ftate ! Chriftina, 
well inftrufted in the language, manners, 
cuftoms, and hiftory, of the Greeks and 
Romans, had caught the genius of thcfe 
famous nations, and delighted to imitate 
their orations. What a noble fpedacle for 
the fenators of Sweden ! to fee, in their *af- 
fembly, a your^ queen of nineteen, the 

daugh- 
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daughter of the great Guftavus, declaiming 
with majefty, and rendering a folemn tri- 
bute to the merit of a fubjeft ! 

Grotius, fo celebrated for his vaft erudi- 
tion, and for his " Treatifes on the Rights of 
War and Peacey had made his efcape fronv 
the prifon where he was confined byi the 
Gomarift faftion ; and after experiencing^ 
in France, from cardinal Richelieu, both? 
favour and difgrace, took refuge in Sweden 
under the proteftion ofFeried him. b/ Guf- 
tavus Adolphus. He rofe to*, the highcfc 
honours in the reiga of Chriftin^ who fent 
him to the court of Erance, where he ne- 
gotiated upon a level with the cardinal 
minifler, wha> had fbFmerl)^3s. a. man- o£ 
letters, made him^ feel all the cffeds of his 
private contempt, but now was compelled 
to refpe<5li in Grotius, the character of am- 
haflkdor, and even to pay homage to his 
profound politics and peculiar talents for 
negotiation. The term of his cmbafly 
proved to be that of his life, for he died at 
the very inftant Chriftina had granted him 
an honourable retreat, with thofe rewards 
his merit claimed. The queen wrote to 

the 
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the widow of Grotius, to afllue her of her 
generous protcftion, and to requeft a copy 
of all her hufband's works ; teftifying, by 
the higheft praifes, the great efteem fhe had 
ever expreflcd for his perfon and writings. 

The peace being concluded with Dtn- 
mark, permitted the Swedes to turn all 
their forces againft the Imperialifts. Torf- 
tenfon crowned his exploits by a new vic- 
tory over them, which opened htm a paf- 
fege into Auftria and Moravia ; when, un- 
fortunately, this great captain faw himfelf 
ftopt in his glorious career by a diftemper 
which obliged him to aflc leave to quit the 
fcrvicc i arid Chriftina, who never omitted 
an occafion to honour merit, wrote a letter 
to this illuftrious general, giving him the 
moft fhining teftimonies of her gratitude 
and admiration. Count Torftenfon was 
worthy of his fovereign's prai&s, from the 
importance and fuccefs of his fervices ; it 
was impoflible to poflefs in a more eminent 
degree, the art of difciplining an army, of 
knowing how to command, and how to en-^ 
force obedience ; he ruled in a camp, like 
th^ father of a family in his houfe. This 

order 
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order and fubordination, which he fo ftrift- 
ly exaftcd, is what conftitutes the principal . 
ftrength of an army, the profperity of a 
campaign, and the honour of" a general. . 
Marihal Turenne ftudied the military. 
fcience under this Swede ; and the French t 
hero coofefled itwas to him he was indebted 
for that excellent difciplin^ he afterwards - 
introduced, and maintained io. his own., 
army. 

( 1 646, 1 647) Charles Giiftayus Wrangel^;. 
who had already diftinguiflicd himfelf, par- ~ 
ticularly in the, laft expedition againft Den- . 
mark, was appointed general of the Swedifh,. 
armies. Wrangel fupported the glory of 
his nation; he advanced towards the. 
Weftr, amt in his^ march toole poffeflSon ^ 
of feveral important places* He concerted 
with Marftial Turcnnc the pjan of his cam- 
paigns •, and thefe two great captains, act- 
ing in conftant intelligence, obtained many 
fignal advantages over the Imperialifts and . 
Bavarians. - The emperor, alarmed with 
the uninterrupted fuccefs of the Swedes, 
came in pcifon to animate the troops by 
his prefence j his army was encamped upon 

an 
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an eminence in the neighbourhood of the 
city of Egra, in fuch a dilpofition, that a 
jwer only feparated it from the Swedes. 
WrangeU at the head of fome fquadrons of 
horfe, fpread an alarm in the enemy's camp» 
and pierced almoft to the emperor's tent, 
with a defign to feizc his perfon. The 
life-guard who held the watch were killed j 
but the Swedifli detachment being foon fur- 
rounded, the emperor had time to fave him- 
felfi and Wrangei, after lofing a great many 
men, retreated with much difficulty. The 
Imperialifts, quickly finding tlw^mfelves 
ftraitcned in their camp, and in want of 
provifions, began their march, winding their 
courfe on the fide of the Upper Palatinate, 
but were conftantly harraflfed by the 
Swedes, who purfued them in detached par- 
ties, finding it impoffible to force them to 
a general engagement, notwithftanding their 
vafl: fuperiority of numbers, and the advan- 
tage of fighting on their own territories. 

One day, at the celebration of divine fer- 
•vice, in the chapel belonging to the caftle of 
Stockholm, Chriftina being prefent, attend- 
ed by the principal lords of her court, a 

frantic 
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frantic wretch attempted to aflaffinate her% 
This man was preceptor to a college, and in 
the vigour of life : he chofe the time when 
the x:ongregation was at confeflion, and 
darting through the croud, threw himfelf 
over a baluftrade, beyond which the queen 
was kneeling. Count Brahc Drotfet, the 
grand jufticiary, called aloud to the guards, 
who inftantly formed a barricade with their 
halberts to oppofe him ; but, ftriking them 
with violence, he leaped over the barrier^ 
and^ in an inllanr, ^yas fo near her majefty, 
as to aim a blow with a diavvn knife con- 
cealed in his fleeve : fhe, in avoiding the 
ftroke, leaned againft her mafter of the 
horfe, who immediately threw himfelf upon 
the affaflin, and caught him by the hair -, all 
this was but the work of a moment. As 
this poor creature was known to be a luna- 
tic, and conlequently to have no accom- 
plices, he was only ordered into ftricl con- 
finment: Chriftina returned to her prayers; 
the prefling danger flie had fo narrowly 
cfcaped, excited no emotion vifible to the 
eyes of the fpedlators, who appeared much 
more terrified than herfelf. 

This 
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This young queen was enamoured with 
all heroic charafters -, regarding with parti- 
cular attention all thofe warriors who were 
diftinguiflied in the career of honour 
amongft the moft polifhed nations ; and, as 
if {he had been eftabliftied the fovereigft 
judge of glory, made it an indifputablc 
duty to diftribute proportions of it with her 
own hand, according to the merit of the 
candidates. In her early reading, ftie had 
imbibed a fingular tafte for chivalry, which 
ftill warmed her imagination with a paflion 
for the recital of lofty deeds of valour. The 
great Conde was always her favourite hero, 
or rather her knight. Under the title of 
duke of Enguien,.he was already celebrat- 
ed for ,intrg)idity,.^nd the whole train of 
military virtues: vChriftina fent him a letter, 
by her ambaffador, exalting to the higheft 
degree the great qualities he poflefled, and 
the viftories he had gained, particularly 
; that near Nortlingen, over the troops of 
iBavaria. 

About this time count Magnus de la 
XJardie was appointed ambaffador to 
Prance : this nobleman was fon to the con- 

ftable 
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liable of Sweden j and by cfpoufing the 
princefe Maria, coufin to Chriftina by the 
father's fide, became allfed to his fovereiga 
His grandfather was a Frenchman of mode- 
rate extraction. *' The count de la Gardid 
." (fays Madame de Motteville^ in her Me- 
" moirs) was a genteel figure, had a lofty 
" mien, and all the appealrance of a diftin- 
•* guifhed favourite. He * talked of his 
" queen in language fo paflionately re- 
" fpeftful, as plainly indicated there was no 
" injullice in fufpefting that the tendernefs 
*' of his afFeftion exceeded what the duty 
"of a fubjedt requires." He was em- 
ployed in this embafly to France, to pro- 
cure an alliance between that court and 
Sweden ; he met with a very honourable re- 
ception, and was highly pleafing to the mi- 
niftry. Well-informed what influence this 
lord had over the mind of the queen, they 
hoped, by moulding him to their purpofe, 
to manage this negotiation with fo much 
dexterity, that the pretenfions of Sweden 
fliould be facrificed to the interefts of 
France in the approachbg peace. Car- 
dinal Mazarin was not deceived in his ex- 

peftation ; 
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peftation ; he aiSted like a refined politician 
perfeftly acquainted with the fecret fpriitgs 
of courts, aiid the infallible nrethods to in- 
furc the fuccefs of a treaty. 

Adler Salvius wag another perfon whom' 
Chriftina raifed to an eminent degree of fa- 
vour ; he was defccnded from very indigent; 
parents, but had been difttnguiflied, from' 
his youth, for uncommon pOlirical talents,' 
and a genius for minifterial affairs : he was' 
chancellor to the crown, and the queen ap-. 
pointed him' her fecond ambaffador at the* 
congrefs of ]?arts, in ordef to balance the^ 
weight of John Oxenfteirn, the grand chan- 
cellor's fon i oppofing that powerfiil. faitii- 
ly, too'imperious in its dem'ands, and fetting- 
tbo exotbitaht' a value on ;p^ftr fervicfes, 
The queen writes to' $alWti^,'' «<I exjibrt' 
** you to hold thatunrul} horfewith i ttght^ 
*« rein, for fear he (houhd ' leap oVef ' the 
"pole/* Minifters, whpfe . iriterefts . were" 
fb irrcompatible, could notVpoflibly accord; 
in thfir fentiments: Salvius, adWring to" 
the queen's inftruftrofis, \*us vejl'dmentfor* 
a* peace J Oxenfteirn, on the contnrryi fore- 
E feeing 
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feeing that his power and the war muft: 
have the fame conciufion, created a thou- 
fand difficulties to retard it. Chriftina was 
jealous of every encroachment on her au- 
thority, and. induftriouflyftudied to humble 
thofe who had. hitherto enjoyed the princi- 
pal direftion of affairs, bellowing her con- 
fidence on new minifters formed by herfelf, 
whom flie had the. fatisfadtion of finding 
docile and fubmiflive to her will The fe- 
crct inftruftions drawn by this young queen, 
in her letters to Salvius, are evidences of 
the refinement of her underftanding, as 
well as of that fortitude and independency 
of charafter, which unfolded itfelf by de- 
grees through the progrefs of her life. 

The conclufion of a peace was flill far- 
ther retarded, by the difagreement that fub- 
fifted between the French plenipotentiaries 
the counts d'Avaux and Servien : the firft 
was Supported by the queen-mother; the 
fecond by cardinal Mazarine. The pecu- 
liar efteem Chriftina had for the count 
d'Avaux induced hdi: to addrefs him fre- 
quently, to know his opinion of the fchemes 

fhe 
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ihe was forming for pufcflic utility, and to 
confult him in points that regarded her pri- 
vate intereft. 

The .count de Scrvicn^ favourite of the 
prime miniiicr oi Fraace, was to. be more 
artfully managed. " It is eflcndally nc- 
" ^effary j(fays this princefs to Salvius) that 
" I (hould maintain a perfed intelligence 
^* with Monfieur de Servient for you are 
« to confider him as thecardinal's creature* 
" I am thoroughly acquainted with tha 
"manners t^f the French, and know that 
*-' the greateft part of their politenefs con- 
*^ lifts in unmeaning compliments ; yet, as 
'-' nothing is loft by civility, I think it al-' 
^ ways bcft to repay them in their own 
*•* coin." . From this letter, it is evident how 
attentive this young queen was to every 
duty of royalty, examining the minuteft 
circumftances, ftudying the charafters and 
manners of nations, fathoming the depth of 
genius in foreign minifters, and workino-' 
upon their virtues and. def efts, to accom-' 
. plilh her defigns. Peace was the darling 
objed of all her fpeculations* Born in the 
midft of the troubles. of war, perpetuaDy.' 
E 2 agitated 
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agitated by the daily viciffit.udcs of fortune, 
and the tumult of arms, this princcfs expe- 
rienced the impoflibility of purfuing the 
plan of a wife adminiftration, in fo tem- 
peiluous a fcafon : the wJiok extent, there- 
fore, of her aftions and defigns tended to- 
wards the reftoration of peace and tran- 
quility to Europe. 

, (1648) The ambafladors from Sweden, 
and from the major part of the Proteftant 
ftatcs, held a congrefs at Ofnaburg ; whilflr 
the plenipotentiaries of the Empire, France, 
Spain, and Holland, together with the 
Pope's nuncio, and the minifters of moft ' 
of the Catholic princes, aflembled at Mun- 
iter. The contrafting parties made choice 
of different places, to avoid the difBculties 
of precedency that would have attended 
their mingling together ; but it was, at the 
fame time, ftipulated that the treaties con- 
cluded in both thefe cities fhould be ratified 
in the fame manner as if concluded in one. 
There is no inftance of a more folcmn, or 
important affembly. The plenipotentiaries 
of almoft all the powers of Europe, on this 
occafion, difplayed the moft confummate 

know- 
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knowledge that refined poliqr could fug- 
geft ; but there were fo many jarring interefts 
to conciliate, that their negotiations were 
left unfiniflied for many years ; to which the 
want of harmony among the principal mi- 
nifters did not a little contribute. 

During this period the French, under the 
command of marlhal Turenne, joined with 
the Swedes in fupportlng the reputation of 
their arms againft the Imperialifts. Thft ' 
city of Prague had fallen into the hands of 
the Swedes by the treachery of a lieutenant- 
colonel whom the emperor liad difgraccd. 
The city v^ laid tuadler contribution, and 
fcveral perfons of diftindtion were lamongft 
theprifoners. Charlfes <Juftavii&, dufcc of 
Dcvx Fonts, of the Palatine branch of Bar 
varia, was commander in chief of the Sw©- 
difh troops, and gave fignal proofs in Ger- 
many both of valour and experience. This 
young prince had learned, in company with 
niarfhal Turenne, the art of war under the 
celebrated Torftenfon : he was nephew to 
the great Guftavus, and, of courfe, firft- 
coufin to Chriftina. Flattered by the hope 
of gaming the heart of the young queen^ 
E3 he 
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he made his appearance at the court of 
Sweden ; but finding in her an infurmount- 
able paflion for independency, as well as an 
invincible averfion to the marriage-ftate, he 
defpaired of making any impreflTion on her 
lenfibility, and therefore returned to the 
army. A conftant feries of fuccefs, that 
attended the SwediQi arms, rendered Chri{^ 
tina fole arbitrefs of the peace; and this 
blefling, fo ardently wifhed for, was at lafl: 
granted, and a termination put to the war 
in the month of 06kober 1648. By this 
treaty, there were ceded to the crown of 
Sweden the penpettiity of all the Nearer 
Pomerania, the ifle of Rugen, Stettin, and 
fome other places in the Farther Pome- 
rania 5 the harbours of the mouth of the 
-Oder, Wilmar, the archbi(hopric of Bre- 
men, and the bilhopric of Verden, befides 
the payment of five millions of crowns, to 
indemnify that kingdom for the expences 
of the war. The interefts of France were 
•not forgotten in this treaty, for Chriftina 
was attached by inclination to that people, 
and would not conclude any articles that 
were not fatisfaftory to her allies. This 

peace, 
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peace, therefore, which had been negptiated 
by the ableft ftatefmen of the times, was re- 
garded as the political code of that part of 
Europe. 

Chriftina attributed the honour of this 
great work to her chancellor and favourite 
Salvius : flie thought the mod agreeable re- 
compence flie could bellow, waa to faife 
him to the rank of a fepatofy which ' is re- 
garded in Sweden as th'fe moft diftinguiftied 
dignity^. *^ When the point in debate (fays 
•* the queen, in her fp'eech to the'fcnate) is 
*« concerning good advice arid wife^cbunfel, 
^ no one enquires whether the' ddvifer ha:s 
*« fixtcen quarters in his coit of arms, but 
«* whether he ha:s laboured for the welfare 
•*oftheftate. Salvius is deficierit in rio 
** qualification but nobility of birth, and 
« he may efteem it an advantage to his 
*' charaifter, that the world can tarnifli it 
** witii no other reproach ; the capability of 
^^ my minifters is of the utmoft importance 
^ to my government." 

This minifter took his feat among the 

" firft noblemen of Sweden ; the prote<ftion 

of his fovercign, and the fervices he had 

E 4 done 
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done his own country, and even all Eu- 
rope, were the titles that adorned him. 

By the diligence of prince Charles, gene- 
raliflimo to the troops, the treaty of peace 
was executed immediately after it was con- 
cluded 5 ifor he would not difband his forces^ 
till ihe Swedes had obtained entire fatis- 
faftion, in every article of the agree- 
iiient. 

(1649, 1650) The ftates, feeing the 

public tranquility reftored, thought to af- 

certain their happinefs by foficiting the 

queen to fcleft from among the princess 

that adored her^ one worthy of the title of 

her buib^ad, and the Jcing of her people^ 

^Jl^j>rf;tfeptedtQlxerrthe national ^^ m 

fevoiif .gf . prince Charles Guflavus, for 

W'hjpm, of ail hex admirers, the queen ex- 

jprefled Jthe moft inclination, or rather the 

leaft ayerfion. In reality, when Chrittiiia 

•was very young, fbe had, fportingly, pro- 

^^ifed to murry this prince, and ever after 

maintained an intimate connexion with him, 

giving him teftiuKMiies of particular efteem ; 

I which indeed he, merited from the accom- 

plifliments of his mind and heart, the graces 

of 
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of his peffon, and the military reputation he 
had acquired. 

To this let it be added, that Guftavus 
was bom and educated in Sweden-, two 
points which fecmed to give him a fuperior 
right ctf expeftation over thofe foreign 
princes who fought the honour of poifefling 
the crown and haAd of Chriftina. Bat, too 
lofty for fubjeftion, this princefs conftandy 
difdained all the homage that ambitbn and 
love were capable of offering -, and flxe waa 
confirmed in her principles of indq)cndency 
by her favourite Magnus de la Gardie, who 
more than once diiTuaded her, when ihe was 
on the point of yielding to the btreaties of 
the fenate, and, what was more prevalent^ 
to the natural diftates of her heart, in fa- 
vour of prince Charles* This favourite 
feared that the queen's marriage would di- 
minifli his credit : he flattered himfelfthat 
in time he fbould rule the nation under the 
fanftion of her authority ; but his fcheme 
vanilhed, and difgrace overtook him when 
he thought only of dominion. 

Chriftina finding it requifite to anfwer 

the repeated and preffingfolicitationsof the 

E 5 ftates 
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iftates by a final dccifion, replied in thefe. 
words: "The nomination of a prince 
** worthy to fuccced me in the throne, and 
*« fupport with dignity the glory of the go- 
*« vernment, will give me the higheft fatis- 
" faction. Marriage is uncertain in its. 
. « confequences j infift upon it no longer ; 
*^ the chance is equal, whether I may curfe 
*' the world with a Nero, or blefs it with an 
<• Auguftus." The refult of this declara- 
tion was a meeting of the fenate, and thede*. 
puties of the ftatcs, in whicbthey offered 
frefh but inefFeftual remonftrances to the 
queen. Fnding themfelves obliged to fub- 
mit to her determination, they, in purfu-- 
ance of her defire, confirmed the eleftion of 
prince .Charles Guftavus as fucceflbr to the 
throne of Sweden 5 who immediately afTum^ 
td the title of royal highnefs, taking an 
oath to the qui en, that both himfclf and his 
defcendants would render her entire obedi- 
ence and fervice, as their lawful fovercign : 
that he would never undertake any affair 
of importance relative to the adminiftratlonj 
but with the knowledge and approbation 
of the queen and fenate, and by the power 

andL 
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and command of her majefty : that in- 
cafe of his acceffiori to the throne, he would 
maintain all the orders of the kingdom, and 
every particular fubjeft, in their rights, pri-' 
vihges, and liberties. 

This eleftion was followed by the queen V 

coronation, which was celebrated at Stock- 
holm with an extraordinary magnificence, 
equal to the luftre of her reign, and the 
glory that Sweden enjoyed. When the 
ceremony in the church was endedj the 
queen afcended a fumptuous car drawn by- 
four white horfcs;- whilft her treafurer Mat- 
tered before her medals of gold and filver 
amongft the populace. Poffibly Chriftina- 
was defirous to emulate the Roman- tri- 
umphs, and' renew the memory of that' 
fplendid pomp in the eyes of the beholders, 
which was formerly the reward of heroes 
crowned with viftorious laurels. Undoubt- 
edly the arbitrefs of the peace of Europe, 
who impofed laws on fd many warlike na- 
tions; merited as well the hbnour of a 
triumph ! On this occafion chancellor Oxen- 
fteirn obferved, that as Chriftina was the 
firft of the female fex who had reigned in 
E 6 Sweden, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 HI5TORY op CHRISTINA, 
Swedofii fhe ought to be regarded and 
treated ]ike a monarch 5 and ever fince that 
epochs the reigning queen of Sweden, at 
her coix^ation, is always proclaimed king. 

(165 1, 1652) France was now agitated 
by domeftic troHbles, and expofed to all the 
horrors ef a civil war. Cardinal Mazarine,, 
who prefided at the helm' of government/ 
ruled with a violence of authority that oc- 
Qafioned a revolt amongft all orders of the 
ftate, th< parli^naent, and the princes of the 
blood. This prime minifter was powerful 
and bold enough to imprifon the prince of 
Conde, the prince of Conti, and the duke 
of Longueville. Thefe events were inte- 
refting 10 Chriftina : fee wrote to the king 
of France, to perfuade him to endeavour 
the re*efl:abli(hment of tranquility in his 
dominions ; and when her hero, the great 
Conde, recovered his liberty, fee did not for- 
get to congratulate him upon it : thefe are 
fome of her expreffions. " Coufin, I may 
'^ venture to affirm, that amidft the public 
•' joy, and amongft that variety of perfon^ 
** in France attached to your intcreft, few 
** have experienced greater fatisfaftion than 

my- 
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^' myfcif at the neftwatton of your liberty^ 
" I am fo much intercftcd in whatever con- 
^ cerns the advantage and repofe of your 
«' country, that I could not conceal my 
•* joy when I heard the prifon doors were 
^ unbarred^ and the chains unftiackled from 
«' thofe hands that had fought and con^ 
*' quered in fo many fields ; an eventwhicb 
*' will immortalize the ^orious and fuccefs- 
^ ful regency of the queen my filler." 

The misfortunes of France continued^ 
and Chriftina perfevered in employing her 
mediatioa to terminajte therp : her zeal for 
the intereft o£ a nation fhe fmcerely loved 
would not allow her to ncgledb any method 
ififtrumental to reltoring its quiet ; fhe ad- 
dreflfed the queen-mother, the princes of 
the blood, cardinal de Retz, the duke of 
LongueviUe, the parliament, and Madp-r 
nu)ifelle de Montpenfier, on this fubjedtj 
and even commanded her ambaflador in 
France to treat, in her name, with the op- 
pofite parties, and endeavour to reconcile 
their diflenfions^ But it was only in gene- 
ral terms that the queen could reprefent the 
evils of difcord, and exhort them to peace ; 

it 
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Bated, whilft the profufian of the court cn- 
creafed. Chriftina was unbounded in her 
benefaftk>ns,,and was refolved to purchafe 
friends and paxtizans at the expence of the 
ftate, having already formed herprojeftof 
refigning the weight of governnaent entire- 
ly into the hands of the hereditary prince. 
Chanut, the French ambaflfador, was^ the 
firft perfon who penetrated the queen's d&- 
Cgn of abdicating the throne. 

He reprefented to her majefly the incon^- 
reniencies attending fuch, a ftep, with gre^ 
ireedom and ftrength of argunient j onoit^ 
ting.no inducement that might perfuade her 
to abandon a proceeding fo extraordinary;: 
but ihe remained fteady in her refdution,. 
and foon afterwards imparted it to the 
grand marfhal, and to the chaiicellor of 
5weden -, enjoining them to communicate 
her intention to prince Charles, and engage 
him to come and take pofleflion of the go- 
vernment. 

Charles Guftavus was retnaiicable for the 
moderation of his character : all his wifhes 
for the crown were concealed under the veil 
of prudence i he lived retired at a country 

houfe 
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houfe \n the Ifle of Oeland, where he paffcd 
his time in hunting. He fometimes came 
to Stockholm, but never refided there long; 
and was particularly careful to have na 
connexion with thofe in the adminiftration:^ 
at the fame time he negledled no circum-? 
ftance capable of attracting the affedioa 
and efteem of the people. — When he was. 
informed of the queen's determination^ he 
fhewed no eager defire to afcend the throna 
flie oflfered him -, but, remaining in his re* 
reat, wrote to the fenate to make ufe of 
every effort to prevail with their fovereign 
norto relinqoi(h'tbeigovernment of a king- 
dom which» during her feign, had cgnti^ 
nued iQ fiouri^ing and ;gloriovs^ b^ al& 
protefted to Chriftina, that he fliould ever 
retain for her the moft profound fubmiffion, 
entire obedience, and inviolable fidelity of 
a fubjefl:, without defiring the pofieOion of 
any other rank, 

, This refifta^ce, whether fincere, or mere- 
ly political, ferved ftill more to ftimulate 
that defire the queen had entertained for a 
private life. She convoked the fenate, and 
informed it^ " That after having deliberate^ 
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" ly reflefted upon an affair of fo great im- 
*' portance, fhe was convinced her abdica- 
" tion would be the belt means of fecuring 
** the fafety of the ftate, and the repofe of 
" her people ; that as the refolution fhe had 
" taken, never to marry, was irrevocable,, 
" the prince, when once he was declared 
« king, would find himfelf under a neceffity 
** to chufe a princefs ; and that the birth of 
" heirs to the croWn would diffipate in the 
•* nation the apprehenfion- of misfortunes 
" that but too frequently accompany the 
♦' ele<aioa of a king.**" 

The principal fenators made ufe of all 
their eloquence to- prevail with the queen 
to alter her refolution; but finding her con- 
ftantly unfhaken in her fentiments, they re- 
ferred the point in deliberation to the af- 
fembly of the ftates. However, Chriftinai 
after receiving new remonftrances from the 
nobles, and the deputies of each diftinft or- 
der, appeared to yield to the united wifhes 
and prayers of her people. She promifed 
to continue their fovereign, on condition 
ihat they declined fpeaking to her of mar* 
mge. This propofition was received with 

fllQUtl^ 
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fhouts of ap^Jaufe, and prince Charles was 
not deficient in teftifying to the queen his 
unfeigned fatisfaftion j adding, " it was his 
•^* prayer to the Almighty, that her majefly 
*• might furvive him ; and afluring her he 
^^ never would accept of the crown whilft 
"Ihe lived.'^ 

Chriftina, neverthelefs, fecretly perlifted 
in her original purpofe, as flie told the 
French ambaflador m confidence, and meant 
in reality nothing more than to defer the 
execution of it. The people, believing 
there was no more caufe to fear the retreat 
of a fovercign whom they loved and efteem- 
ed, gave themfelves up without reftraint to 
the pleafure of thofe feafts which were ce- 
lebrated in honour of the queen*s birth- 
'day. All the young nobirity: came to fig- 
nalize their fkill and addrefs before the eyes 
of their fovereign, in tqurnaTnents, running 
at the ring, pitching the bar, and other 
fports. The queen prefided, and diftribut- 
ed with her own hand prizes to the viftors^ 
ftie was delighted with the revival of thefa 
martial gariies, attended with all that mag;- 
Rificencc dcfqribed in the ancient poems. 

and; 
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and romances : in the evening they pei?- 
formed figure-dances,, and Chriftina herfelf 
bore a part in thefe amufements. 

The public joy was interrupted by ai% 
alarming accident. Chriftina, at four o'clock 
one morning, went to fee the fleet lately 
built by her direftion in the port of Stock- 
holm; when, walking unguardedly with 
admiral Fleming aver a plank laid acrofs 
fome of the fhips, his foot flipt, and he 
drew the queen along with him into the 
water, which, at that place, was above 
thirty fathoms deep. By good fortune, An- 
thony Steinberg, equerry to the queeo^ 
jitunged into thefea fo inftantaneoufly^ tha|: 
ibie caughjt bold of the bottom of her robe,, 
and, with the affiftance of fevcral other per?- 
fons, raifed her by the arm, and faved her 
Irfe^ Chriftina had recoUeftion enough at 
that moment, to defire they would aflift the 
admiral : ftie expreffed not the leaft emor 
tion, and dined in public the fame day, re-- 
lating this adventure with an air of fatisfac- 
tion.^Intrepidity of foul was the charafteriftic 
of the daughter of Cfuftavus ; there was 
fgmcthing martial in her manners as well 

as. 



d by Google 



QUE EN OF S W E D E N. 93 

« her perfon. She had a mafculine flrength 
of genius, and delighted in the moft abllrufc 
and intricate ftudies. 

The illuftrious Blaife Pafcal was am-r 
bitious of this queen's approbation. 
He fent her his machine called the 
Roulette^ which may be confidered as a 
mafter-piece of genius. His prefent was 
accompanied with a letter, in which he ex- 
tols to an uncommon degree the merit and' 
reputation of this princefe : nothing but his 
own words can convey an adequate idea of 
the flrength of his expreffions on this occa- 
fion. " You reign (faid he), incomparable 
** princefs, in a manner till now uncxam- 
*^pled-, your genius captivates all thofe 
<*who have not fubmitted to ybur arms. 
^* You may reign by the right of birth, 
"for a long Icries of years, over many 
^ flouriihing provinces ; but by the power 
•* of merit you will reign, whilft the world 
•' endures, over the utmoft extent of its 
^' boundaries. For my part, not having the 
^* bleffing to be born under the firft of your 
** empires, I defire all mankind fhould 
*' know, that I efteem it my glory to live 
.*« under the fecond : And it is^ in order t(y 
2 •^make 
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^ make this public teftimony, that I pre- 
•* fume to lift up my eyes towards my fo- 
^' vereign, offering her this firft proof of my 
^* allegiance*" Jn this manner Chriftina 
kept a cbrrefpondence with the mofl: cele- 
brated geniufes in Europe;; frequently antici- 
pating their intention to addrefe her, by pre- 
fents and letters. For favours like thefe 
the mufes were not ungrateful : Never was 
a fovereign fo celebrated as (he was, in al- 
moft every ancient and modern langqage* 
The men of letters, who are generally ex-, 
ceflive in their homage and theircommenda- 
tions, exhaufted the fources of metaphor 
and hyperbole to find incenfe for their fa- 
crifices. Many of the mofl: eminent fo- 
reigners were induced by the . invitations 
and bounty of Chriflina to repair to her. 
court, where they were held in as great 
confideration as philofophers formerly were 
in the palace of the emperor Julian. This 
princefs dedicated only five or fix hours to. 
Deep, She employed part of the day, and* 
often entire nights, in abfl:rufe and deep, 
reading, and in converfation with the men 
of learning that furrounded hen Every, 
thing that bore the fcientific ftamp of an- 
tiquity 
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tiquity excited her wiflies : fhe commiflion- 
ed feveral fcholars to purchafe ancient ma- 
nufcripts, fcarce and valuable books, in 
every language •, curious coUeftions of me- 
dals, antiques, and piftures of ineftimable 
value. The fums expended in thefe articles 
were immenfe, introducing great diforder 
in her finances for the gratification of this 
Bibliomania. By force of money, and inde- 
fatigable induftry, fhe acquired in a fhort 
lime the moft rare and uncommon curiofi- 
ties that could be coUefted in all arts and 
fciences. 

Bochart, in a Latin epigram compofed in 
honour of Chriftina, draws a comparifon 
between her and the queen of Sheba : he 
finiflies it thus : " The defire of inftruftion 
*' inftigated the ancient queen to leave her 
^' country to liften to Solomon ; but now 
^* the ftory is reverfed, for the wifeft men, 
•^' from all parts of the globe, come to en- 
*' rich themfelves with the inexhauftible 
<' knowledge. of the modern queen/' * 

* Ilia docenda fuis Salomonem invifit ab oris ; 
Undique ad banc dodli, qu5 doceantur^ eunt. 

Def- 
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Dcfcartes, who was the glory and light of 
che age he lived in, fufFered himfelf to be 
feduccd by the charms of honours and re- 
wards, to quit the calm life of a philofopher 
in exchange for the buttling perturbation 
of a courtier. Chriftina met him conftiant- 
Jy in her library every morning at five 
o'clock, in order to converfe with him free 
from interruption. She remarked in him 
a depth and extent of genius, and therefore 
confulted him as well upon affairs which 
interefted herfelf, as upon thofe of a public 
and political nature ; fhe difcovercd, how- 
ever, but a fmall inclination for philofophy, 
her mind being already pre-occupied by the 
ftudy of the languages and authors of an- 
tiquity : her predominant paflion was for 
fcholaftic erudition. The Greek writers 
were her greateft favourites ; and (he was 
fo fond of their language, that flie ufcd to 
have Greek comedies afted in her palace. 
The arrival of Dcfcartes caufed great jea- 
loufics among the fcholars at the court ; in- 
fomuch that they formed a cabal againft 
that great man, endeavouring to prejudice 
him in the queen's opinion j and their ma- 
chinations 
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trVinations- fucceeded but too well in di- 
Hiinifhing the efteem and confidence with 
which ftie had favoured him. It is a humi- 
liating obfervation on human nature, that 
the more reafon is fuperior, and the more it 
is enlightened by learning, it feems to be- 
come only an eafier prey to all thofe trifling 
imbecilities which agitate vulgar minds, 
Defcartes was too much a philofopher to 
exercifc his genius in caballing, but not 
fufficienily fo to be infenfible to the at- 
tempts of malicious envy, and^ as he con- 
fefles in one .of his letters^ to the Cold re- 
ception the queen gave his new fyftem and 
his philofophical precepts. He was feized 
with a viotent fever and inflammation in 
the lungs, which hurried him to the gravq 
in three days. This philofopher had beea 
fcarcely two months in Sweden. It was 
fufpeded he was poifoned; but the true 
poifon that occationed his death wa$ the 
change of climate, and of his method of 
living, added to his principal difeafe, dif- 
content of mind. A report prcva^ed, that 
this philofopher was fo indifcreet as to aflert 
that his firft pupil, the princefs Palatine, 
F had 
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had greater fagacity and penetration in ab- 
'ftraa: fciences and myfteries of phildfophy 
tban Chriftina. The queen was fo fenfibly 
oflfended by this preference, that fhe was in- 
capable of diffembling her difTatisfaaion 
and jeatoufy, which became a frelh fubjea: 
of trouble to Defcartes- Chriftina had 
formed a plan for the eftablifhment of -an 
academy of fciences in Sweden, under the 
infpeaion and government of Defcartes-, 
but his death rendered the fcheme abortive 
for the prefent. However, the difcoveries 
he had made gave rife to a new fchool of 
philofophy in Sweden, and in other polite 
parts of the world, wtere the genius of this 
«minent man feemed to prefide, and by de- 
crees to aboHfli the errors and abfurdities 
Si the ancient fcholaftic opinions. 

(1653) Saumaife, the famous critic,' was 
in the higheft eftimation with Chriftina ; 
•flie gave him an apartment in the palace, 
that fhe might fee and difcourfe with him 
on points of literature more conrmodi- 
oufty. In an fllnefs, which confined him to 
his bed, flic made him frequent vifits -, and 
one day, entering unexpeftcdly, he conceal- 
ed. 
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♦ed, with precipitation, a book he was read* 
ing, which out of refped to her majcily, 
■he was unwilling fhe fhould fee. Chriftina. 
infifted on knowing what it was ; Saumaife 
confefled that he was reading fome tales 
rather too light for her approDatioQ. The 
<jueen opened the book, and run it ov^r» 
•fmiling at fome free paflages (he met with; 
^nd after, by way of diverting herfelf, faid 
to her favourite, the countefs of Sparre> 
"who underftood French, " Come, Sparre, 
*' come and fee this curious book of devo* 
*' tion, entitled, The Method to attain -* 
■** here, read me this page." The fair coun- 
tefs had not read ' above three lines^' 
when Ihocked at the liccntioufnefs of the 
ftile, fhe blufhed, and was filent ; but the 
queen, laughing immoderately, com- 
manded her to go on ; modefty was an 
infufficient excufe -, it was an indifpenf* 
abie duty in this lady to read every thing 
her fovereign thought entertaining. 

Saumaife flayed in Sweden a year, and 
then returned to Leyden. The queen load- 
ed him with prefents, and continued a lite- 
rary correfpondence with him, and, after 
F2 his 
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his death, ftill honoured him, by affording 
an afylum to his widow and children. Sau- 
maife employed his intereft with the queen 
m recommending to her favour the fon of 
a French barber, whofe name was Michou, 
though he afterwards adopted that of Doc- 
tor Bourdelot. This man had a diverting 
lively wit, fung, and played on the guitar 
agreeably, and poffeffed fome of the talents 
of a courtier, particularly the art ofpufhing 
his fortune with the great, by rendering 
himfelf neceflary to their pleafures ; but be- 
ing neither a fcholar, nor a man of fcienccj 
he artfully made it his bufinefs to infinuate 
to Chriftina, that fo indefatigable an appli* 
cation to ftudy might endanger her health, 
and bring on fome dangerous diftemper : 
befides, her exalted rank, as well as her fex, 
demanded other* pleafures and employ- 
ments 5 that it was fufficient to adorn her 
mind with general knowledge, which flie 
might acquire by fkimming lightly over 
the furface of fcience ; and that it only ap- 
pertained to profeflbrs of the different 
branches of literature to dive into the bot* 
torn of things, and examine all their confti* 

tuent 
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fucnt parts : he went farther ftill ; for, by ex- 
pofmg the men of learning about the court 
to the moil poignant raille-ry, he turned eru- 
dition itfelf into ridicule. Meibomiushad 
compofed a treatife upon the mufic of the 
ancients ; ^nd Naude had written upon the 
Greek and Roman dances ; compofitions 
which had been much admired by Chrif- 
tina, till, by the perfuafion of Bourde^ot, fhc 
obliged thefe famous elucidators of anti- 
quity, in order more efFedlually to enforce 
their opinions, to realife them by uniting 
praftice to theory. Nothing could be more 
infipid, or extravagant, than to hear Mei- 
bomius, with a weak trembling voice, fing- 
ing Greek ftrophes ; or t& fee Naude's 
clumfy, unwieldy ftep in the execution of a 
Roman dance ! The gay part ef the audi- 
ence were mutfr diverted with beholding 
the embarraffment of thefe celebrated 
writers, though it was a cruel and ungene- 
rous diverfion which dishonoured the par- 
takers : but this was not the only infult 
Bourdelot -was guilty of in Sweden. His 
farcaftic raillery fpared neither dignity, no- 
bility, nor even religion. The queen- 
F 3 mo- 
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mother complained to her daughter of the- 
infolencc of this unworthy favourite, but 
received from her nothing but fevefe and 
afflifting replies. Chriftina fufFered herlelf 
to be entirely guided by the advice of this 
agreeable ignoramus^ as (he ufed to call him :. 
fae was immerfed in diffipation, and com- 
mended this new fcheme of life. Bourdelot 
liiid the addrefs to remove from the courr^, 
Naude, Voffius, Bochart, Heinfius, Cour- 
tin, and' all thofe competitors whofe influ- 
ence he feared. He had gained fuch an? 
entire afcendancy over the mind of Chriflri-/ 
na, from an idea that to him fhe was indebt- 
ed for her health and happinefs, that he be- 
came the difpenfer of all court-favours, and 
even attained to fuch atn height in the queen's, 
opinion, as to rival count Magnus de la Gar- 
die, and occafion his difgrace. The nobles^ 
cnragfed at the overbearing infolence of thi$>, 
foreigner, contrived to render his condu<9;. 
fufpeded at the court of France. He was 
accufed of betraying the intereft of hi$ 
country, and of entering into a clofe con- 
neftlon with the minifters of Spain and Den- 
mark, Chriftina received inceflant remon-. 

ft ranees 
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ftrances againft her favourite j he was load- 
ed wirii the public hatred, and its murmurs 
extended even to the perfon of royalty. She 
at kit determined to remove from Sweden 
this fource of difcord, and Bourdelot was 
fent into France ; but the queen ftill ho> . 
noured him with frefh proofs of he^ confi- 
dence, by the fecret affairs entrufted to hi^ 
difcretion and management : he carried 
away large fums of money, and prefents to 
a confidcrable value -, circumftances that 
farther fpoke the exiftence of his credit and^ 
favour : but no fooner w^ Bourdelot ab- 
fent, than^ he was forgotten. Chriftina,. 
who always acknowledged his underftand- 
ing to be falfe and fuperficial, blufhed at 
the thought- of having fuffered fuch a man 
to feduce her judgment; Ihe abfolutely 
hated him. at ]aft, and never mentioned his 
name without contempt.- Bourdelot ob- 
tained an abbey from cardinal Mazarin^ and 
fell, after his difgrace, into a terrible melan- 
choly ; languifhing out his gloomy days in 
mifery. The adventures of thefe men of in; 
trigue have generally an unhappy cauft 
trojghe.. 

E 4. Chriftina 
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Chriftina returned to her ftudies with re* 
doubled ardour, becaufelhe had interrupted 
them in oppofltion taher natural tafte. Her 
example raiffed a fpirit of emulation in the 
kingdom ; through her encouragement the 
Sciences and fine arts flourifhed, and to her 
Sweden owes its glory and tafte for rational 
pleafures. This nation, once famed for 
martial excellence alone^ acquired a reputa- 
tion in letters. The .queen gave confider- 
able benefaftions to the univeriity of Upfaf, 
and founded that of Abo ; fhe eftablifhecj 
leven colleges for the ftudy of literature^ 
an4 inftitutcd an academy of belles lettres 
at Stockholm. The defire of policing 
the manners, and of conveying inftrudion 
to her people, was undoubtedly one of the 
motives that engaged Chriftina to aflcmble 
at her court the moft famous fcholars irt 
Europe. It muft alfo be allowed that (he 
was extremely fenfible of the fatisfaftion, 
and ft ill more fo of the perfonal honour, 
that the arts and fcicnces procure thofe who 
cultivate and proteft them. The ambition 
pf the queen was to acquire univerfal fame 
in the literary world j and report fays, that 

Iho 
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ilfc undcrftood eleven languages ; could 
converfe in feveral with fluency ; and write 
elegantly in every polite modern tongue : 
Greek and Latin were more familiar to her 
than to any fcholar of the age. She held 
a correfpondence with Bafilides king of 
Abyflinia, having been informed that this 
Ethiopian monarch profefled chriftianity, 
and loved the fciences. Chriftina*s peculiar 
pleafure was the converfation of men of let- 
ters, particularly the French wits, her co- 
temporaries: (he alfo courted the acquaint- 
ance of women of celebrated genius; was 
the friend of the countefs de Bregi, and of 
the marchionefs dc Guebriant. This lady 
accompanied princefs Maria de Gonzagues 
into Poland, on her marriage with Ula- 
diflaus the Vllth, under the character of 
am bafladrefs extraordinary. 

The famous count Magnus de la Gardie,! 
who had enjoyed all the confideration and 
fevours of fortune, now perceived he had' 
irrecoverably loft theefteem of Chriftina his 
fovereign and benefaftrefs. Availing him- 
felf too much of his credit with her majefty^ 
h^ was guilty of indifcretions ia difcourie 
F 5 that 
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that flie never would pardon, notwithftand*- 
ing he was her relation, being brother-in- 
law to prince Charles Guftavus, In order 
to juftify his own conduft, the count en-^ 
deavoured to involve fome other perfons in 
the court j but the queen enjoyed his con- 
fufion, commanding the lie to be given him 
in public, by thofe perfons he had ^cculed 
in private. The fame hand that elevated 
him to the fummit of earthly grandeur, pre- 
cipitated him into the loweft ftate of abale- 
iDent. There is almoft always an abyfs at 
the feet of Fortune^ which but few of her fa-^ 
vou rites can efcape. 

Immediately after the fall of this favou- 
rite, Scudery, a French writer, requefted^ 
permiflionto dedicate to Chriftina his poem, 
called Alaric.^ The queen promifed the: 
poet her proteftion and favour, on condi-. 
tion that he erafed frqm his work the elogy,^ 
of the count de la Gardie. Scudery replied,. 
*' He never would deftroy the altar on 
•* which he had facrificed /' and from that 
ifioment dropped all folicitatjon. The only 
reward beftowed on fo noble a proceeding 
was admiraiion. It had been w>rthy of 

Chriftina 
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Ghriftina to have rccompcnfcd it more gc- 
ucroufly, as the fole means of repairing the 
fhame of fach a requeft. 

Radziejowski, vice-chancellor of Poland, 
lind count Ulfeld, one of the principal Da-i 
niih nobles, were both fallen into difgrace 
at their feveral courts : banilhed from their 
own country, they fought an afylum in Swe- 
den, which the queen granted them, with 
all the honours due to their birth and rank, 
Radziejowski imputed the origin of his mif- 
fbrtuncs to a pafllon his wife had infpired in 
the king j but the ambition of this Pole, 
jHid the good intelligence he maintained 
With thofe Coflacks who were enemies to 
tf^e ftate, were the real caufes of his fove- 
reign's indignation againft him. After- 
wards, in the reign of Charles Guftavus, he 
Jicaded an army againft his countrymen, 
but being a man of a turbulent difppfition, 
and a bad heart, he was convifted of trea- 
son to his benefadtor : the king ordered him 
to be loaded with fetters, and kept him in 
prifon the remainder of his reign. After 
^eeting with a variety of difafters^ Radzie- 
Jpwskl returned to Poland, and was fent 
• * F.6 fxon^ 



d by Google 



xo8 HISTORY of CHRISTINA,, 
from that Gouft into Turkey, in quality of 
anabaflador, where he died. Count Ulfeld? 
was ftill more guilty, and more unhappy. 

Sweden was now become one of the moft 
formidable powers in Europe; every nation 
eagerly defired* to ftrengthen itfelf with her 
alliance. When Poland, very imprudently,^ 
attempted to renew its former pretenfiona 
on the crown of Sweden, fo often contefted; 
& often aba^ndoned, Chriftina made thi^. 
anfwer to the Polilh s^mbaffadors : 

*' Since the moft folemn treatifes andde^ 
" crees are deemed infufficient titles, prince- 
^ Charles fhall prove, immediately, by the 
** teflimony of thirty thoufand men under. 
^ his command, that he has an mco^itefr-^ 
*;* able right to the qro^n I chufe.to fix upon: 
** his brow!" Theft words were realized by 
the rapid conquefts this prince made over 
the Poles in the firft years of his reign .* dif- 
ferences were at length accpmmodated by jl 
Veaty of peace figned at OUya, 1-660. 

About this time arrived ambafladors from 
England, France, Holland, and Denmark^ 
tp negotiate their diftinft interefts af this 
ffixii^B England l»a(| lately exhibited- to 
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inankind the horrible fpeftacle of a king dc^ 
throned, profcribed, condemned to death, 
and executed upon a fcafFold by his own 
fobjefts !' CromweU, the Machiavilian con^ 
tt-iver of fo deteftable a revohition, in. at 
fuming the title of ProUHar of his nation^ 
becamt its Oppreffor \ overturned the fun- 
damental laws (^ the kingdom, funk the 
parliament Into- contempt, and,, with the 
rod of defpotifm,. governed a people wh© 
boafted of their liberty^ at the inlbnt they 
were trembling under the hand of a tyrant! 
CromwelH onrinipotent in England, fent 
ambaffadors taali the European courts, and 
had the fatisfadtion to fee fovereignjr. treat 
with him on terms of equality j acknowf 
ledging the legality of that title and autho^ 
rity fo inhumanly ufurped, Chriftina was 
one of the ficft who formed an alliance with 
the Proteftor, confulting in this ftcp the ad^ 
vantage of her nation* Charles li Jcing of Engr 
landi who had taken refuge in France, im- 
plored her affiftance. She wrote to him 
thus : 

" The degeneracy of the times renders 
?"your nnsfortunes: irremediable 5 and. 1 

think. 
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<f think it my unhappinefs to be incapacicatecf 
** from giving you anyaffiftance.. You will,. 
" undoubtedly, have the goodnefs to per- 
** nnlit your friends to take care of their own: 
** interefts, when they are convinced how^ 
•* impoflible it is to be of Jervice to your's.** 
And this queen's example was imitated by 
the principal powers of Europe. 

Count Montecuculi, ambaffador from the- 
emperor, and Pimentelli, the Spanifh mi- 
nifter, were then in high reputation at the 
court of Sweden : the latter perfuaded the 
queen to interpofe in the electoral intrigues 
for the nomination of thefon of the Emperor 
Ferdinand III. to the dignity of king of the* 
Romans.. Montecuculi was honoiu*ed by 
Chriftina with the order of Anaranibus^ infti— 
tuted by her majefty at the conclufion of a . 
fplendid entertainment, where the court tct 
prefented an affcmbly of the gods on nrwunt. 
Olympus, Chriftina bearing the name of • 
Amarantba^ or immortal. She was magni* 
fkently fcated on her throne, when the 
knights and ladies deftined to receive the. 
order, made their entrance; after taking 
the oath cuftomary on fuch occa^ns« they 

were 
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were prelented with a robe of lllk, and the 
ba4ge of the order, adorned with gold and. 
jewels. This badge was a cypher, de- 
fcribing two A's, interwoven in gold em- 
broidery, in the midit of a laurel crown^, 
encircled with a ribband, and this motto^ 
Dolce nella memorJa^ the whole ornamented, 
with diamonds.. The knights wore alia 
about their necks the fymbol of the order,., 
enriched with diamonds, and fattened to a^ 
erimfon ribband. One of the principal en-- 
gagements entered into by thefe knights., 
was, that thofe who were batchelors took 
an oath never to marry,. and thofe who w«re ■ 
already married, Iwore. never to marry. 
^ again. 

(1654) Chriftina, from the firft moment: 
rtie refolved to refign her crown, fupported. 
the weight of government with impatience.. 
She languiihed for private life, as a ftate of 
freedom which alone could render her hap- 
py. State affairs fatigued her by. their uni^ 
formity. She exclaimed, on feeing her mi- 
nifters approach, ** AhJ muft I always be 
formented with hearing the fame thing ?'* 
AuotKcr time, perceiving two (rf her feere- 

taries 
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earies bringing fomc difpatehes for her to 
fign, (he faid to the hereditary prince, with 
whom flie was talking, " When will you 
** difentangle me from thefe people? I 
*< dread the fight of them, as I do that of 
" the Devil " A mind like her's, ^ccuf-^ 
tomed to wander over the fields of fcience, 
and range amongft the flowers of literature^ 
could not occupy^ itfclf with the cares of the 
adminiftration^ without difcovering evident 
tokens of indignation and laffitude. 

Sire was more afFeded by the embar- 
raffing anxieties infeparable from royalty, 
than lenfible to the honours which accom- 
pany it. Her native foil to her appeared 
too comfortlefs an abode, and too rigorous- 
a climate ever to become an aiiylum for the 
polite arts^ She wifhed to live to herfelf^ 
and not to the world, in a more delightful 
country^ far from the hurry^ of bufincfs and 
"the viciffitudes of fortune. This natural 
difguft was connected with fome reafons of 
polity, and even pf neceflity. The glory of 
ChrifUna's rdgn was in the zenith ;,it could 
receive no farther augmentation •,- on 
tile contrary, all circumftance^ threatened 

an. 
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an approaching decline. The exhaufted 
revenues of the crown ; the nation eagerly 
defirous of a king •, the queen's unalterable 
refolution neither to marry nor divide her 
authority; the different orders of the ftate 
making' continual efforts to aggrandize 
themfelves at the expence of the fovereigji 
power ; thofe nations that were either the 
rivals, or enemies of Sweden, longing fur 
an opportunity to appear again in arms ; 
all confirmed Chriftina in her infie^^ible de- 
termination. Befides, her opinion was, that 
women ought not to reign. '* I am fo tho- 
*' roughly convinced of it (fays (lie, in the 
•* memoirs of her life) that if 1 was to 
*' marry, I would cut ofFthe right of fuc- 
" ccffion from my daughters; for certainly 
•* it is incumbent on me to prefer the inte- 
*« reft of my people to that of my children j 
•< and it would be betraying the former,, to 
*' fuffer the fceptre to pafs into the hand o£ 
** a woman. My fentiments ought.to en- 
" force conviftion, becaufe I fpeak in op* 
** pofition to my particular advantage. But 
'** I profefs a ftrift adherence to truth, eveo 
*' at my own expence. For a woman ta 

^^ acquit 
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** acquit herfelf with dignity in the duties; 
" of a throne, whether fhe governs in her 
" own right, or as regent, is almoft an im- 
" poffibility. The ignoranceof women, their 
" imbecility of foul, body, and underftand- 
" ing, render them incapable of government. 
" My own experience has feverely taught 
" me that the imperfedtion of fex is the 
" grcateftof all imperfcdtions !" Yet, her 
own example, and the fo much celebrated- 
ad miniftrations of Elizabeth of England,., 
and Catherine of Ruflla, added to two very 
illuftrious reigns in the prefent age, thofe 
©f Elizabeth Pctrowna, and the Empre Ik- 
queen of Hungary, fcem to plead againfb. 
the infallibility of thefe refledions. 

The feal faft was, that Chriuina locked- 
«pon the refignation of a throuc, in order 
to dedicate her life to an enquiry after trutb^, 
at an age when ambition uiid the paffions 
are moft ardent, as the higheft effort of he- 
roifm. Monfieur Chan.t, her firft confi- 
dent in this defign, hearing of her perfeve- 
rance, endeavouicd once more to diflliadc 
her from it. The queen vouchfafed to un- 
fold to. him thole motives which fortified her 

Ecfo> 
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KefblutioOi The following letter may be con- 
fidered as a manifefto, in wJaich flie ex-- 
pands her foul, and gives a full juftification 
of her condud. It would be injuring fo. 
curious and important an original to abridge- 
it in this place : 

" In our former converfations I explained- 
*-* to you, fays.fhe, thofe reafons which ftill 
" induce me to pet-fevere in my defign of 
*^ abdicating the throne. You will recoiled: . 
^ how much this idea haunted me, and that: 
** eight years of deliberate refleftion Iwve 
^' preceded its execution* U is at leaft five- 
*' years fince I acquainted you with my inj* 
** tention, and I then difeerncd> that fin- 
** cerity of afFeftion, and the intcreft you. 
*' take in, my fortune^, were the fole motives. 
" of that refiftance you oppofed to reafons 
" you could not condemn, whatever pains 
** you took to weaken their influence. I 
^ dbferved with pleafure, you could find 
" nothing in my project unworthy of Chrif- 
" tina; and you may likewife remember 
*^* my words the laft time I had the fatif- 
*** faflion of talking with you. Nothing 
"tjiat ha? liappcned, within this long fpace 

of 
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** of time has been able to (hake my refolu- 
♦• tian. All my aftions have been regulated 
** on this plan, and conducted to this end •, 
" and I now find the conclufion of my part 
** draws near, and that I fhall foon drop the 
" curtain. It is incomprehenfible to me,. 
** that a life which requires a mafculine 
" ftreno;th and viorour of mind can ever be 
** plcafing to a woman ! Every one enjoys 
*' the privilege of judging as his rea- 
" fon dircfts ; I cannot deprive mankind 
•' of that liberty, nor would I, were it in 
" my power. I know how few there arc 
*' who will think favourably of this aftion, 
^ but I am well afl&red you are one of that 
" number. The world is ignorant of my 
** motives, and either little acquainted with, 
** or mifinformed of my charafter and dif- 
** pofition 5 thofe motives I never declared 
** but to yourfelf and another friend, whofc 
♦* foul is noble and elevated enough to think 
^ in the fame manner ; fufficit unus^ fufficit 
^ nullus : I defpife the reft -, and ftiall do 
^' the multitude great honour if I think 
" them ridiculous enough to laugh at, 
^ Tlipfc who examine ray conduft by the 

Qommaa 
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" common maxims of mankind, will un- 

" doubtedly blame me -, however, I fhall 

*« not give myfelf the trouble of compofing 

*' a vindication : in the total retreat from 

" bulinefs which I now meditate, there will 

" be no idle moments to throw away on 

•* fuch remembrances. My chief cmploy- 

" ment will be to examine my pad life, 

" without regretting I have lived •, and to 

*• corroft my errors, without being aftonifh- 

" ed at their multiplicity. What delight 

** ihall I taftc in refle&bns- upon the blef- 

** fings and rewards I have beftowed on the 

** good^ and on having puniftied, without 

^* commiferation, thofe alone who w^r^ in- 

** corrigible in wickednefs ! I (hall enjoy 

** the fweet confolation of never having 

'* fufFered prejudice to miflead me to con- 

*' demn the innocent ; nay, I have even 

** fpared the guilty when their crimes would 

^' admit of mercy 1 The profperity of 

** my people I always preferred to every 

** other confideration ; I have, indeed, fa- 

*' crificed every thing to their intereft. Ir- 

" reproachablc in the adminiftration of go- 

-f* vcmment, I poffefled it without pridfi or 

' ^ "ambition. 
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•" ambition, and I fhall refign it with eafe 
** and latisfadtion. After this delineation of 
" my fentiments, you have nothing to fear 
" for me. I am in a date of fecurity, and 
•*' my felicity is beyond the reach of for- 
" tune. Undifturbed by all fublunaiy 
*' events, I am and fhall be happy : , 

Sum tamen, 6 fupcri, felix; nullique poteflas 
Hoc auferre Deo. 

LUCAN. 

•' Yes, I already feel afuperiordegreeof hap- 
*' pinefs to any other mortal ; of happinefs 
'^ eternally durable I You (peak to me of ' 
*' offending Providence. I have no caufe 
" forfuchanapprehenfion; ominafunt propi- 
<^ tia. Whether Providence vouchfafes to 
" direft the events of my life, or leaves mc 
** to the condudt of my own rcafon, I fhall 
«* pay implicit obe<lience to its divine will^ 
** and endeavour to employ thofe faculties 
^« of mind and underftanding beftowed on 
" me by its goodnefs, in the jpurfuit of hap- 
«' pinefs i nor fhall I mifs the road, becaufc 
" I am juflly perfuaded my aftions 
*« hav€ neither incurred the anger of men, 

«« iior 



d by Google 



1QTJEEN OF SWEDEN. 119 
'■^ nor the wrath of Heaven. The remainder 
*' of life Ihall be fpcnt in rendering thefe 
" thoughts familiar to my foul, in acquiring 
** magnanimity, and in regarding, from my 
^' peaceful harbour, the diftrefs of thofe who 
^ are perpetually agitated by the ftormy 
*'• blafts of a tumultuous bufy life, for wane 
*' of an early application to the fearch 
*^* of truth. I never before was in a firua- 
*' tion to be envied -, and the miftaken 
** world might now have caufe to behold me 
^ with jealous eyes, were it thoroughly ac- ' 
*' quainted with my happinefs. You his lever 
** lovemetoo welltoenvy me; andldeferve 
** it, for being fo ingenuous as to confefs I 
*' have imbibed part of thefe fentiments 
^* from you. They arofe from your con- 
'* verfations, and I hope one day to culti- 
♦* vate them farther with you in my retreat, 
** I am confident you will not break your 
^*' engagement, nor ceafe to be my friend in 
*■* this change of fortune, fince I quit no- 
" thing that has a claim to your efteem. 
«* Whatfoever ftate I am in, my friendfhip 
•* will remain inviolable, and I will con- 
*« vince you, that no viciflitude- can*" erer 

t^ happen 



d by Google 



120 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
** happen powerful enough to alter theft 
" fentiments I make it my glory to avow/* 
Chriftina had a delicate part to a6l with 
the members of the fenate on this occafion, 
to prevent any oppofition to her fcheme of 
abdication, and to perfuade them to aflign 
her fome confiderable revenues in thofe pro- 
vinces of which fhe wiftied to retain the fo- 
vereignty, altho' fhe intended to leave the 
kingdom* From thefe confiderations, previ- 
ous to the fmalleft hint of her projedl, fhe 
augmented the numberof her fenators, and 
advar^^^d in dignity thofe perfons whofe at- 
tachtfi€nt to her interefl fhe could rely on ; 
fhe likewife removed her library to Gotten- 
burg, with her collection of piftures and 
flatues, and all thofe rarities which her tafle 
for the arts had tempted her to colleft, at 
an immenfe expence, from all parts of the 
world. The Swedes beheld with difcontent 
the removal of thofe treafures of their in- 
duflry, whofe purchafe had exhaufled thofe 
of the flate-, but they did not dare refifl the 
will of a Queen whom they loved, and 
whom they feared to lofe. After thefe fleps, 
ihc convened the fenate in the city of Upfal, 

ap- 
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appeared in the midft of the affembljr, and 
d&lared her purpofe of fummoning the 
ftates-general, in order to execute that ir- 
revocable refolution formed fo many years 
paft, of abdicating the throne in favour of 
prince Charles Guftavus. She added, that 
this was not an affair fhe recommended to 
their confideration, but one fhe com^ianded 
obedience to as their fovereign, and con- 
cerning which fhe forbad all kind of remon- 
flrances. 

The fenate, notWithftandtng her in-" 
junftions, made recent applications to the 
queen, and fent repeated deputations to be- 
feech her not to abandon a people of whom ' 
through th^courfe of her reign, fhe had 
been the glory and delight. Oxenfleirn 
came alfo to prefent a memorial in 
the name of the feveral orders of the 
ftate, wherein he deliberately examined the 
fohdity of thofe reafons which ought to en 
gage her majelly to keep poffeflion of the 
Jrone; takmg the liberty to predid, that 

ftewouldonedayregret,whenitwouldbetoo 
hte.difpofrefringherfelfofroyalty. Charles 
Guftavus united his voice to that of the na- " ' 

^ lion. 
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tion, reprefenting to the queen, thatfhe was 
accpuntable ^ her people for the- exertion 
of thofe eminent talents and qualifications 
which Heaven had endowed her with to 
promote their happinefs, and which it 
would be criminal in her to circumfcribe 
in the. con traded circle of private life. 

3y way of a general anfwer, Chriftina 
purfued m6re clofely and ardently the exe- 
cution of her plan : Ihe negotiated with 
prince Charles on the conditions prelimi- 
nary to her reCgnation ; demanding a reve- 
nue of 24,000 rixdollars, for the payment 
of which fome unalienable funds were to he 
affigned. Another article was the referva- 
tipn of full power over fome particular ter- 
ritories, with liberty to fell or mortgage 
them, provided it was only to Swedes, in 
cafe the prince palatine fhould leave no. 
heirs, the queen infilled that the revcrfion 
of the crown fhoujd be fettled on the count 
de Tott, her favourite^ an amiable 
nobleman, who traced his origin from 
Eric XIV. king of Sweden. Chriftina at- 
tempted to create him a duke, propofing to 
honour, at the fame time, count de Brahe, 

firft 
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firft fenatOr, and the grand chancellor 
Oxenfteirn, with the fame dignity. But the 
two laft comprehended extremely well that 
the defign of aflbciating them with her 
favourite, was intended by the queen to co- 
lour and cement in a ftronger manner the 
aggrandizement of the count de Tott: 
they therefore refufed to accept a title 
which had hitherto been only conferred on 
princes of the blood, and would have been 
butrhenfome to the nation. " It is only (faid 
they) our virtues and our fervices that can 
** elevate us above the rank of our fellow- 
•* citizens 5 thefe are the only honours that 
'« excite our ambition, and that we wifh to 
" communicate to ourpofterity !" 

• Chriftina went to Nikoping to take leave 
of the queen her mother. Sending for the 
prince of Sweden, in his prefeqce, arrd^be- 
fore the whole court, (he addrefled her thus : 
" I am going. Madam, to refign my crown, ^ 
" but I beg you not to be mconfolable on \ 
" this account : For though, you will beT 
•*^ deprived of a daughter, you will, as a 
*' compenfttipn, find a fon in your king^ 
*^ who will always treat yoa with every 
G 2 ' 
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** mark of refpeft.and attention you could 
*« defire." She then bid her adieu with the 
fteadieft refolution : but the queen-mother 
melted into tears, and the fpeftators of this 
affefting fcene accompanied her grief. 

The time appointed for the meeting of 
the diet being now arrived, i:he ftates af- 
fembled at the city of Upfal on the 2 1 ft of 
May. The foreign ambaffadors and er- 
voys were invited -, wiiem the queen opened 
the afferably with the following fpeech : 

*' During a period often years that I have 
*« governed this nation, I have facrificed all 
** things to its intereft -, I have fpared nei- . 
^* ther cares nor vigilance to procure that 
«« domeftic and foreign repofe which this 
•' kingdom now fo compleatly enjoys. As 
« the grateful reward of all ray enterprizes, 
^•t IJen^nd your confent to my abdication 5 
•* I have abioh;tely refolved to retire; no 
*« confideration, nopowcron earth can alter 
** mypurpofe. The prince, whom ye have al- 
•• ready acknowledged for my fuccelTor, is 
•* adorned with accomplilhments and abili- 
*' ties that render him deferving of a throne. 
!^ Such a monarch has a natural right to go- 

« vcrn 
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" vern the martial Swedes! Fhavegenerofity 
** enough to beftow this prfefent on my 
" country, and it ought to enhance the va- 
" lue of the facrifice I this nioment make 
" to its welfare, above all my pall ^r- 
** vices/* 

Her majefty ordered a manifefto* to be 
delivered to each refpeftivc order of the 
realm, containing a circumftantial detail of 
the motives of her abdicationi The dates 
ftill repeated' their endeavours? to divert her 
from her refolution ; butfhefilenced them 
with thefe words r " Could ye add another 
"•• crown to this I now wear, I would not 
. « continue my adminiftration beyond the 
" limited time." It now, therefore, became 
neceflary ihat the ftates fliould yield their 
Gonfent to the queen's refignarion in favour 
of prince Charles ; ceding to her, by way 
of appenage, the iQej of Oeland, Wollin, 
and Ufedom, with the city and caftle of 
Wolgaft, and fevcral manors in Pomerania 
and Mecklenbourg; all together producing 
a revenue of 24,000 rbcdoUars; but they 
refufed to grant her the fovereignty of thcfe 
countries, as being contrary to the intereft 
G3 of 
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of Sweden ; for Chriftina would by that 
xneans have been impowered to beftow 
them on a foreign prince. 

The fenate would have infifted on the 
queen's refiding in Sweden, had not prince 
Charles interpofed, and obferyed to thera^ 
that fhe paid too high a price for liberty 
to fuffer any conftraint : befides, it was for 
the intereft of the new monarch, and of the 
kingdom itfelf, that Chriftina fliould with- 
draw from amongft them, left her incli- 
nation fliould lead her to form a party and 
excite domeftic troubles j if at any time ftie 
became difcontentcd with the adminiftra- 
tion, or was tempted to remount the throne. 
Juft before her abdication, Chriftina fur- 
prized Sweden by an unexpeded aft of au- 
thority. She commanded the Portugucfe 
refident to leave the kingdom, treating the 
duke of Braganza, whofe^inifter he was, 
as the ufurper of a dominion which apper- 
tained to Philip IV. of Spain, The queers 
had not communicated her intention to any 
of the fenators ; yet, as flie had adi^itted 
the minifters of Portugal to be prefent at 
her coronation, and even con traded an alli- 
ance 
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'ance with John IV. their king, it feemed 
impoflible fhe would ever fo palpably con- 
tradift her own aftions ! Prince Charles 
and the fenators gave fccret information to 
the refident to remain at Stockholm, af- 
furing him he fliould receive proper fatif- 
fadtion for this affront fo foon as the a<5t of 
abdication was figned* Chriftina's motive 
in this affair was to oblige tlie king of Spain, 
her firft thoughts being to retire into the 
Spanifh Netherlands. At length the day 
of abdication, fo eagerly wifhed for by 
Chriftina, and fo much dreaded by all Swe- 
den, arrived. On the fixteenth of June, 
1654, about fcven o'clock in the morning, 
tiic queen entered the fenatc-houfe, attend- \ 
cd by the hereditary prince : fhei:here or- 
dered the aft of abdication to be read, and 
then figned it. By- this aft fhe renounced 
for ever all rights and pretenfions to the 
crown of Sweden, as well for her pofterity 
as herfelf, ceding them to her coufin prince 
Charles Guftavus, appointing him her fuc- 
ceffor, on condition that he maintained her 
during life in the uninterrupted poffeflion 
of thofe cftares granted her by tide of ap- 
G 4 penage : 
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.penage : fhe ftipulated, that in what rc^ 
garded her perfon fiie Ihould be totally 
independent, freed from the obliga- 
tion of performing any adl of fubjeftion 
or obedience, and privileged to be account- 
able ta God alone for her part condua and 
• uftions ; and likewife for her future under- 
takings 5 at the faniQ time engagino- never 
tg take any ftep prejudicial to the interefts 
of Sweden. Laftly, Ihe referved unlimited 
power and entire jurifdidion over her great 
officers, as well as the inferior domeftics of 
lier houfhold. The hereditary prince gave 
particular aflurances to Chriftina of fecuring 
her in the pofleflion and enjoyment of the 
revenues of thofe lands Ihe had referA'^ed as 
her own property. He engaged to defend 
her in all her rights, and protefted he would 
inceffantly acknowledge hergenerofity, and, 
throughout his life, have an invariable re- 
gard to her intereft. After thefe afts were 
. read over and figned, the great officers of 
. flate dreffed Chriftina in her royal robes, and 
. placed the crown on her head : in her right 
hand fhe held the fceptre, in her left the 
globe, the grand marlhal and .the grand 

trca- 
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treafurer bearing before her the fword of 
ftate and the gold key. In this lovereign 
pomp the queen proceeded to the great hall 
in the caftle, where all the orders of the 
kingdom, the foreign minifters, and ladies 
of the court, were aflembled. The queen 
afcended three fteps, and placed herfelf on 
a throne of ffiafly filver, under a magnifi- 
cent canopy ; her grand chamberlain and 
matter of the horfe (landing on each fide ; 
the hereditary prince fat in a chair of ftate 
at the right hand of the throne, .but not un-^ 
der the canopy. 

This difpofition being fettled, ont of the 
fenators read the aft of abdication aloud^ 
by which Chriftina. voluntarily refigned the 
crown^ and releafed the people from their 
oath of allegiance. After this aft was de- 
livered to the prince, the fame fenator read 
the engagement by which the prince obliged 
himfelf to maintain Chriftina in pofleflioa 
of thofe rights- and revenues ftie had re- 
fcrved ; he then prefented^it to the qyeen. 
The great officers of ftate now approached 
the throne to receive the infignia.ofroyalty 
from the hand of the queen, laying theni, 
9 5 Vpori 



d by Google 



130 HI STORY OF CHRISTINA, 
^ upon a table on the left fide, without the 
canopy. It was obferved that count Peter 
Brahe EJrotfel, grand jufticiary of Sweden, 
would not lift the crown from the head of 
the queen, and that Ihe was forced to take 
it off herfelf. When thefe ceremonies were 
finifh'ed, Chriftina, divefted of her royal 
robes, appeared in a plain drefe of Avhite 
fattin ; fhe advanced to the foot of the 
throne, and fpoke half an hour with equal 
eloquence and hiagnanimity. In this fpeech 
fhe recapitulated all the events of her 
reign; Ihe defcribed the plan of her admi- 
niftration in the moft difficult and danger- 
ous times, and, with great art and ftrength 
of expreffion, fet forth the merit of thofe 
cares and fatigues fhe had endured for the 
glory and felicity of Sweden. She enume- 
rated the obligations the Swedes were under 
to their late king Guftavus Adolphus her 
iather, and expatiated copioufly on the vir- 
tues of the prince her fucceflbr, which were 
prqgnoftics to the nation of a profperou5 
and happy reign. Many of the fpeftators 
were foftened into tears at the fight of a 
^cen, in the flower of her age, who ap- 
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peared to them more than ever worthy of 
the throne (he quitted with fo much forti- 
tude. Several caught- hold of her royal 
robe, and tore away pieces of it, defirous 
to prefervc Ibme rclick of their beloved fo-j 
vereign ! The grand chancellor Oxenfteifn 
refufed to perform any of the ftmftions of 
his office; pubHfiiing in . tills manner hia 
difapprobation : ^'^ I am obliged, by tKe 
** oath I have taken to my king^ Guftavus 
" Adolphus, (faid this minifter) to tranfmit. 
** and to maintain the crown*- on the head 
'^^ of Chriftina his daughter : it would be a 
^'* treafonablc crime in me to give my con- 
*' currence, either diredtly or indireftly, to 
*t an aft which fo irrevocably excludes her 
**^ from the jgovernment" ' The fenator 
Schering.. Rofenhave reprefented the 
chancellor on this occafion ; - he made a . 
fpeech to the queen, in the name of the 
ftates of the kingdom ; when he had con- 
cluded,^ Chriftina defcended from the : 
throne, prefenting her hand to the chiefs of . 
the four orders. 

Lord Whitlock, theEnglilh ambaffadorj , 

who was prcfent at the cerenKHiy^ report, , 

G 6 ihaft^ 
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" that when the grand marflial and thelpeak- 
*' ers of the three firft orders had finifhed 
« their orations, thefpeaker of the order of 
" peafants approached, and kneeled before 
. ** the queen in eloquent filence, feized her 
« hand, preffed it to his knee, and kifled it 
« three or four times ^ then burftmg into 
" a flood of tears, he rofe, turned away his 
*' face,anddifappearedasfuddenly as he had 
; *« entered. Was it poffible (fays this au- 
^ *' thor) to exprefs with more ingenuous and 
« beautiful fimplicity his own affeftion, and 
" the love df the order he reprefented? 
. *' To behold the queen of a powerful na- 
, ^' tion, a young queen ! furrounded by per- 
• *^ fons of the firft rank and confequence in 
« the kingdom, aflembled, to the number 
*' of atleaft a thoufandj to hear her fpeak 
" with fo much grace and dignity on a 
<* propofition fo uncommon in its nature, 
. ** was .(adds lord Whitlock) a truly extra- 
: ^ ordinary and Angularly affefting fcene." 
• The queen, having received the ad* 
drefles of all the orders, advanced towards 
. the prince her fucceflbr, and paid her com- 
pliments la^a fublime an4 pathetic dif- 
: . > ' courfe. 
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courfe. To which Charles Guftavus re- 
plied, ** That his heart would for ever be 
** penetrated with the deepcft and moft 
'' lively fenfe of gratitude ; and that he 
** would never be .unmindful of that refpeft 
** and attention which inclination as well as 
'* duty pointed the obfervance of towards her 
** majefty and her royal Jioufe." 

The prince then made a fpeech to the 
fenate, and the different orders of the king- 
dom, and received affurances from them of 
fidelity and obedience. Guftavus, as Chrif- 
tina relates, received the crown upon his 
knees, from her hand, and never after- 
wards appeared with it in her prefence. 

Chriftina commanded the day of her ab- 
dication to be celebrated as a public feftival. 
She fct all the prifoners at liberty ; even 
fuch criminals as were under condemnation. 

The fame day the prince was crowned 
and proclaimed king of Sweden. There 
was a medal ftruck,'On his acceflion, with 
this device ;, The king feated on a throne, 
receiving the crown from Chriftina, who is 
ftanding 5 in the centre is the name of God, 
encircled with rays j the infcription, a Deo 

it 
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et Cbriftindy '^ I hold the crown from God 
" and Chriftina/* This motto was difpleaf- 
ing to the ftatcs, who pretended to appoint 
the new monarch entirely by their own free 
aft and choice; the right of eleftion being 
folely veiled in them.-. 

Chriftina, impatient taenjoy that liberty 
flie had purchafed at the price of a throne, 
departed from Stockholm, between eleven 
and twelve at night, at the conclufion of a 
magnificent entertainment, taking the road 
to Upfal:- (he would not even reft in this 
city io foon after her abdication ; and an- 
fwei^ed the intreaties of one of her officers, 
not to fatigue herfelf fo much; ^^ I have 
** finilhcd my part, and will not ftiy to be- 
« hold another reign in cities where I have 
** been fovereigm" 

Some dexterity wasyet required to manage 
the populace, who wanted the queen to re- 
main in Sweden ; and were under apprc- 
henfions of feeing her treafurcs and reve- 
nues tranfported tq other climes. To de*- 
cdve them Ihe hired a houfc at Stockholm^ 
and appeared to intend refiding there : (he 
flayed in her new habitation only five days, 

pre- 
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pretending illnefs, for which fee chofe her 
phyfician fliould recommend the Spa wa- 
ters, to give her a pretence to leave the 
kingdom. The king expedting (he would 
go to Germany by fea, ordered two men of 
war to be fitted out at Calmar for her con- 
voy ; but as her fchemes were different, fee 
excufed her acceptance of this offer, by the 
uncertainty and danger of the voyage ; and 
fet out for Helmftadt, in the province of 
Halland, where fee remained four days, and 
then travelled to Cullen. Here fee re- 
folved upon a ftrange metanwrphofis; and 
jocofely faid, " Now I will be a man !'• 
Quitting her female apparel, in order to 
travel with the greater eafe, fee put on the 
drefs and appearance of a young nobleman, 
widi the title of the count de Dohna, fon to 
a nobleman of her train, whom, with three 
Others, count Steinberg, baron Soop, ami 
another lord, fee retained in her fervicc^ 
all ignorant what part of the world they 
were going to. She fcnt back all the ladies 
who attended her. 

When they came to a^fmall ftream on 
the fix)ntiers,of Swedep, which feparated 

this 
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this kingdom from Denmark, the queen 
quitted her coach, and crofled over to the 
other fide; when jumping afhorc with 
agility,, ftie cried out, in a tranfport of 
joy> '' I ^^ free at laft,. and out of Swe.- 
*' den ! where I hope never to return." 
Whatever precautions Chriftina had taken 
to travel undifcovered. Fame, excited by 
the fmgularity of her charafter and adions, 
waa the harbinger of her approach. The 
queen of Denmark, informed that the 
daughter of Guftavus, who fled with fuch 
impetuous eagernefs from her country and 
her throne, was in her kirrgdom, af- 
fumed the difguife of a woman of ordinary 
condition, in order to get a fight of this ce- 
lebrated princefs. Our illuftrious tra- 
veller had taken up her abode at an inn, 
when the queen arrived, and had the plea- 
fureofconverfingwithher: Itiscven report* 
cdthat^ extending her curiofity too far, (he 
had na reafon to applaud herfelf for en- 
gaging in a converfation, in which Chrif- 
tina very freely explained her fcntimcnts of 
the Danilh court. 

King. 



d by Google 



QUEEN OF SWEDEN. 137 

King Chades Guftavus had intrufted one 
of his principal officers with the care of 
conducing his bcnefaftrefs to the frontiers 
of Sweden, after once more making her an 
offer of his crown and hand ; but Chriftina 
replied-, •* Can it be imagined that I fo 
" foon repent, and am already weary of 
" freedom and independency ? No, fimple 
" liberty is more valuable than the mod 
" Iplendid bondage!" There is little doub't 
that Charles really loved the daughter of 
Guftavus, if her account is to be credited, 
written long after her abdication ; that his 
majcfty faid, in the prefence of feveral pcr- 
fons of quality of both (exes, '^ Chriftina 
*' has feated me on a throne ; fhe has given 
"^^ me a wife ; but Ihe has refufed me the 
*' glory of calling her mine ; and has made 
*' me unhappy all my life : nothing can af- 
*' ford me confolation !" This princefs was 
eager to give the prince of Conde the firft 
intelligence of the ftep fhe had taken, 2y 
fo heroic an aftion (he expefted to merit a 
higher degree of admiration from her hero. 
f« I eftimate, fays Ihe, all my glory by your 
" approbation, and confider myfelf as 

** much 
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" much honoured by your efteem, as by the: 
•* crown I inherited. If the refignation of. 
** it finks me in your opinion, I muft con— 
** fefs the tranquillity I have fo ardently. 
*' fought, will coft me dear •, yet i cannot 
*' repent the purchafe even at that price 5 . 
" for I will nevertarnifh an aftion, which to 
" me appears noble, by an inglorious and 
**defpicable repentance." Before Chrif- 
tina relinquiflied the government, fhe had 
prefented the French academy, with hcr- 
portrait; and afterwards wrote her thanks 
■^to that fociety for their honourable recep- 
tion of it i adding, " I have always de- 
*« monftrated my peculiar regard for your 
** academy^ becaufe 1 was always an admirer 
•' of polite learning^; and am not. appre- 
*' henfive you will have lefs affedion for 
** me in folitude, than when when I was 
*« fcatcd upon a throne. In that fcenc of 
•• uninterrupted leifure I have planned, the 
♦i cultivation of the belles lettres will be my 
*' ftudy 5 a confidcradoa that induces me 
*« to believe I fhall fometimes be favoured 
•«'with a fight of your compofitions, which 
f< arc equal to the academy's reputation, 

and 
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^ and are aloic^ univcrfally written in your 
•* native language 5 a language which will 
" foon become a principal amufcment in 
** my retirement." 

She alfo fent the celebrated Gaffendi a 
medal fattened to a chain of gold, and the 
aflurance of an annual penfion ; thus, in 
every inftance, making it her favourite oc- 
cupation to honour merit, and encourage 
genius. 

The true motive of this queen!s abdica- 
tion win always remain a- problem difficult 
to folve. To behold a young princefs, 
adored by her people, admired by all na- 
tions, who governed her kingdom with con* 
fummate wifdom, prefided with conftant 
afllduity in her fenate, and. was endowed 
with all the knowledge of a finiflied politi- 
cian : to behold her crowned with viftori- 
ous laurels; triumphant over all her ene- 
mies; arbitrefsofthe peace of Europe, and 
benefaiflrefs to its principal nations : to be- 
hold her in oppofition to the reiterated in- 
treaties of a kingdom aggrandized by the 
fuccefs of her arms, and embelliflied, by 
her indefatigable cares, with the fplendid 

appear- 
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appearance of arts and fciences : I fay, td 
behold her at laft eagerly abandon fo many 
bleffings, is a circumftance equally Angular 
and aftonifhing. Sweden had never en- 
joyed, in any reign, fo large a portion of 
glory and happinefs. By the queen's exr 
tenfive application and encouragement, 
commerce flourifhed, induftry was excited, 
and genius awakened in her fubjefts •, Ihe 
damped frefti fpirit and vigour on the laws» 
refpefted merit and virtue j. and, it may be 
truly affirmed, traced the model of a per- 
fed adminiftration.. Her mind, exercifed 
from early youth, in, profound and difficult 
ftudies, fO' far from being wearied with 
their multiplicityi feemed in a manner to 
cnjpy the perplexing fatigue of ft ate affairs: 
it was their regular progreffion which prin- 
cipally occadoned that laffitude and difguft 
ibe complains of. 

M. Chanut, the French ambaffador, who 
was one of Chriftina*s chief confidents, and, 
in her own words, one of her friends, has 
given a defcription of this queen, which 
undoubtedly refembles her, and of which 
the reader may be curious to fee the prin- 

cipal 
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<Hpal outlines : ** Chriftina (fays he) was 
^ rather low in ftature ; had a high forc- 
*' head, aquiline nofe, large piercing eyes, 
*' with yet a peculiar fweetnefs of counte- 
** nance ; her voice was rough, her air 
*' mafculine, and her affedlions were fo 
" ftrongly painted on her face, that her fea- 
" tures varied according to the different 
" paffions of her foul : Ihe difliked the or- 
" namental part of drefs j frequently wore 
•** men's (hoes ; with a hat and feather; pre- 
" ferring the habit of an Amazon to the 
" more delicate apparel of the female fex. 
" Chriftina flept little, was fond of exer- 
" cife, and difcovered much pleafure and 
" dexterity in the management of her 
*' horfe; (he would keep the field ten hours 
" fucceffively in parties of hunting, ex- 
" pofed to the inclemencies of the weather, 
** fupporting with equal unconcern all its 
" viciflitudes. Glory was her element! her 
" heart fwelled with impatience to purfue 
" it. Her idea of virtue was truly fublime, 
" and in her manner of reafoning on its na- 
" ture, fhe copied the Stoic philofophers. 
[^ The difcujQlon of problematical points 
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*« was a divcrfion to her mind ; and, in the 
*' moft intcrefting affairs of government, as 

. *' well as in thofe of fimple amufement^ 
** whenever fhe difclofed her fentiments, 

' ** inftruftion enlightened the faculties of all 
«« who heard her. With what inconceiv- 
*< able ardour did (he fly to every branch of 
*' literature ! Hiftory was her conftant 
** ftudy ; and part of every day's employ- 
** ment was to read fome paflagc in the an- 
" nals of Tacitus, whichihe called the game 
" of chefs, fignifying that this author fur- 
«« nifhed ample materials for thought and 
" refledion. This prineefs ufed to fay it 
*< was jiot in the power of any event to 
^ difturb the tranquillity of her foul ; and 
♦' that death itfelf infpired her with na 
** greater terror than fleep. Indefatigable 
*' in application, her cognizance extended 
^* to every department of the adminiftration. 
« The ambafladors of foreign powers 
«« tranfafted all their negotiations immedi- 
*Vately with the queen; who frequently 
•* anfwered their addreffes at a public au- 

dience^ 
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^^dience, without the leaft premedita- 
«tian." 

What pity fuch univerfal talents for go- 
vernment had not fufficient influence tp re- 
tain Chriftina in that elevated fituation, 
where a great and generous foul can dif- 
penfe fo many bleffings on mankind ! But 
an enthufiaftic paflion for liberty feduced 
her far from her country. 

On her arrival at Hamburgh, fhe flayed 
fome days at the houfe of Texeira, a rich 
Jew, who had formerly been her fadtor and 
agent. In whatever cities fhe pafTed thro'^ 
the magiftrates waited on her to pay their 
refpeds, and treated her with all the ho- 
mage due to crowned heads. At Munfler 
fhe vifited the Jefuits college, and was pre- 
fcnt at divine fervice j leaving a bene- 
fadlion of an hundred ducats. The report 
of her arrival being fpread among the peo- 
ple, fhe left the city early the next morning, 
continuing her journey through Holland, 
till fhe came to a merchant's houfe at Ant- 
werp, where fhe refumed her female drefs, 
and received vifits and compliments from 
perfons of the firfl diftinftion. At BruffcU 
6 Chrifllna 
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Chriftina made a fplendid entry. The 
arch-duke Leopold was admitted to her 
prefence, with the ceremonies that his birth 
and rank entitled him to. The prince of 
Conde infilled on tlie fame honours 'at his 
interview, which the queen refufed to grant; 
and however ftrong her defire was to con- 
vcrfe with her hero, fhe refufed to indulge 
it till fome formalities were fettled.. One 
day the prince dipt into the queen's apart- 
ment, amongft the crowd of courtiers; 
** There is no refifting one's curiofity (fays 
*'' he) to fee a princefs wTio can abandon a 
*' crown with fo much eafe, whilft the reft 
*« of the world are at war with each other in 
" purfuit of the glittering phantom all 
<' their days, without ever attaining it!" 
He was defirous of contemplating her per- 
fon unobferved; but Chriftina fixed her 
eyes upon Jiim, knew him from the refem- 
biance of his pidure, and exprefled her 
cagernefs to receive him in a diftinguiihed 
manner. The prince, finding he was dif- 
covered; inftantly retired. The queen fent 
for him back*: he faid to her, " Madam, 
M aiU or iiothing ;*' and went out. Some 

days 
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days after they met again, as if by accident, 
but were difcontented with each other, and 
their converfatioh was referved and lan- 
guid. " Coufm, (faid Chriftina) who 
*' could have believed that, after ten years 
" defirc to fee each other, we fhould meet far 
** from our own country in this manner?** 

The clergy and other orders of Sweden 
now began to apprehend that the daughter 
of Guftavus not only defigned to fix her re- 
fidence in a foreign kingdom, but alfo to 
change her religion. They em-ployed the 
count de Tott to - make proper reprefenta- 
tions in the name of the whole nation, and 
endeavolired to perfuade this princefs to re- 
turn into her native country, and not rejedt 
the principles and opinions of the king her fa- 
rther, and thofe of the ftate. This lord at the 
fame time prefented her fome letters addrefled 
to foreign courts. Chriftina difdained thefe 
recommendations, faying her birth and 
name were fufficient introdudlions every 
where. In regard to the difquietudes of the 
fenate and people, Ihc anlwered, " That 
^ the throne was the only fituation where 
«« (he could appear in Sweden 5 and as the 
H « nation 
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^« nation had permitted her to defcend 
^« from it, the fenate had no longer power 
^* to prefcribe the place of her abode^ nor 
«« reftrain her liberty. Befides, added Ihe, 
*« the Swedes are governed by a monarch 
^< whofe prudence aad valour arc the gua- 
** ranties of a wife and glorious admini- 
** ftration ; and as I have made the greateft 
** of all facrifices to the good of my coun- . 
^ tiy, and can be of no farther utility to it, 
^* I intreat that my pleafure and repofe 
;*> may remain undiflurbed." 
• The queen invited M. Chanut, who was 
then at the Hague, as ambaffador to the 
States-General, to make her a vifit : He (o- 
licited, and obtained his mailer's confent, 
and likewife a paflport from the arch-duke 
Leopold. This interview, in which Chrif- 
jtina's only intention was to expand her foul, 
and reveal to her old friend all thefchemes 
jof private life Ihe had planned, had, in the 
eyes of Europe, the appearance of apolitical 
ftep to carry on a negotiation for reconciling 
France and Spain, which were then at war. 
The rumours that were propagated on this 
©ccafion dilpleafed the court of Vcrfailles^ 

M- Cha- 
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M. Chanu t met with fome reproaches -, and for 
his juftification, produced the letters which 
had paired in his correfpondence with the 
queen -, he alfo prevailed with her to teftify 
that their converfations turned only on par- 
ticular fubjefts, which were merely per- 
fonal. Chriftina, in her ftridt obfervance of 
truth, inadvertently difcovered fome par- 
tiality for the court of Spain, and little com- 
plaifance to that of France, which difobliged 
the latter power. The king of Sweden dif- 
claimed, on this occafion, all agreement of 
fcntiment or politics. 

The apprehenfion that Chriftina intended 
to change her religion, was not ill-ground- 
ed ; (he had long revolved this purpofe in 
her own mind. Anthony Macedo, a Jefuir, 
who came into Sweden in the Portuguefe 
ambaffador's retinue, was the original au- 
thor of this defign. The queen, curious to 
inveftigate every thing, defired to fee fome 
Ikjlful theologians who were capable of in- 
ftru6ling her in particular difficulties. Ma- 
cedo had a fecret commiflion to bring over 
fome of the moil learned miffionaries; 
and to accomplilh his fcheme, this Jefuit 
H 2 . re- 
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requeftcd leave of the ambaflador to return, 
on pretence that the climate was too cold 
for his conftitution -, but not obtaining it, 
had rcGOurfe to flight. Tiicqiicen fufpedt- 
ing his motive, favoured his efcape. Ma- 
cedo went to Rome, and prevailed with the 
head of his order to depute father Francis 
Malines and Paul Cafl[ati for this enter^ 
prize ; who came over to Sweden, and were 
the inftruments of Chriftina's refolution to 
abjure the Proteftant religion. She exe- 
cuted this defign. at Brufiels, on the 24th 
of December, in the arch-duke's cabinet, 
•with theaffiftance of father Guefmes, a Do- 
minican, and in the prefence of feveral am- 
bafladors a.nd minifters of Catholic princes. 
This fpiritual and religious feremony was 
fucceeded by a Angular contrail of worldly 
feftivity ^nd rejpicings. Cardinal Mazarin 
complimented the queen on her converfion, 
and fent a fett of comedians to Bruflels, 
who performed theatrical pieces, alternately, 
in a variety of languages. Balls, hunting- 
matches, and tournaments, rapidly fuc- 
ceeded each other ; and it did not appear that^ 
Chriftina intcrmixAl any large Iharc of de- 
votion 



d by Google 



Q^U E RN OF S W E D E N. 149 

votion in an aft which"oqght iblely to have 
cngrofled her attention. She wrote at this 
time to the couptefs Ebba Sparre, one of the 
ladies of her cpurt, whom (he efteenried and 
loved the moft: " I receive at JBruffels 
«' (fays ftie) a thoufand honours ; I am on 
*' terms of civility with every body, except 
" the prince of Conde, whom I never fee but 
*« at court or the theatre. My chief em- 
** ployments are to cat well and fleep well; 
" to ftudy a little, chat, laugh, fee French 
" and Italian plays, and pafs my time in 
*• agreeable diffipatioa • To conclude,> I 
" hear nomore fcrmqns, and utterly defpife 
•* all orators. As Solomon fays, ,all wif- 
" dom is vanity : every one ought to live 
** contentedly, eat, drink, and be merry. 
" Adieu, fair one I remember your Chrif- 



tma." 



The queen's religious opinions were very 
free, as her condudb and converfation fuffi- 
ciently prove. On being told that the Je- 
fuits of Louvain faid, when flie became a 
Catholic, they would place her in the lift of 
faints, next to St. Bridget of Sweden -, fhe 
replied with vivacity,. '« I fhould be much 
H 3 " better 
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«' better pleafed with my company if the|^ 
*« placed me amongft the philofbphers/* 

There is reafon to believe Chriftina*s 
principal inducement to this conyerfioi^ 
was her defire to fpend her days in Catholic 
covmtries, and to be on good terms with the 
pope, and other fovereign princes, wha 
might grant her an afylum, and indemnify 
her for the lofs of her Swedifli revenues, 
undoubtedly forefeeing they would not, and 
indeed could not, always continue regularly 
paid. 

' In a letter to the king of Sweden, Chrif- 
tina reminded him of tlie engagements be- 
tween them, entreating him' to perfuade 
the ftates to confent to her retiring where 
ftie pleafed ; as her abfence, if hot necef- 
iary, was at leaft a matter of indifference to 
the nation. She endeavoured likewile ta 
convince the count de Brahe, firft fenator, 
of the truth of this aflertion, expreffing 
herfelf in the following manner: " la 
♦« the prefent ftate of affairs, I think the 
« welfare of my country, as well as the 
« laws of decorum, point out the propriety 
♦* of my abfence j and I cannot help be- 
•^ '* licving 
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^^ licving it even neceffary to the public re-» 
" pofe, that I (hould no more be feen in a 
*' country where I have formerly reigned.** 
A tafte for plcafure, fondnefs for the arts, 
and love of liberty, were the real inducei* 
nients that detained Chriftina in diftant 
kingdoms. She refided fome time at Bruf* 
fels, and had a crowded circle of accomr 
plifhed nobility and men of letters ; thefe 
Socked from all p^rts to pay their duty to 
her as their lawful fovereign. She in- 
vited Menage to confie and fee her, telling! 
him, " That a;^ ihe. had travelled far the 
•« greater part of the journey to meet him, 
♦< flie thought her efteem and aflfedlion 
" particularly merited his performing the 
" reft, and giving her his company/' But 
Menage excufed himfelf 

The gaiety at Bruflek was interrupted 
by news of the death of the queen-dowager 
of Sweden. Chriftina retired into the 
country for three weeks. The widow of 
Guftavus could not behold her daughter 
defcend from the throne of her anceftor^y 
without feeling the moft poignant forrow^ 
H 4 which 
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which imbittercd and Ihortencd her days^* 
The grand chancellor Axel Oxenft^irrf 
died about the fame time : his death, like 
his life, was mild and ferene; accompanied 
with the grateful efteem and regret of his 
country, after being many years its fup- 
port, its oracle, and its glory ! His laft en- 
quiry was about Cliriftina 5 and he expired 
with thcfe words, ** I told her fhe would 
" repent her refignation: — But — ftill, (lie 
" is the daughter of the great Guftavus ! 

The moment of repentance that the 
chancellor predidcd was net yet arrived r 
Chriftina enjoyed ihe'firft hours of her li- 
berty with tranfpoFt. She made the necef^ 
fary difpofitions for a journey into Italy^ 
thinking to fix her habitation at Rome; 
the centre of the polite arts, and of all the 
wonders of antiquity, blcft with a delicious 
climate, where fportive nattire is lavifhly 
prodigal of her riches. Cardinal Chigi, a 
great admirer of this princefs, was raifed to 
the pontifical chair by the name of Alexan- 
der VIL another inducement for her to re- 

fide in that noble city. 

On 
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On leaving Bruflels, Ihe made magnifi- 
cent prefents to the arch-duke Leopold, 
and feveral lords of his court. She was at- 
tended with a grand retinue, and, in paffing 
through Augsburg, they conduced her to 
the chief magW:rate's houfe, and ftiewed her 
the fpot where Guftavus Adolphus reftcd. 
The queen contemplated it fome time in fi- 
lence, her eyes fixed on the ground, fhed- 
ding tears to the memory of her father. 
In the cathedral of Infpruck, Ihe made a 
public renewal,, with the utmoft folemnity, 
of her belief in the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. The pope appointed Lucas Holftc- 
nius (a canon of St. Peter's, and keeper of 
the Vatican library) to receive her con- 
feflion with the cuftomary ceremonies ; he 
was a learned Hamburgher, and a late con*^ 
vert. Ghriftina'is abjuration was fucceeded 
by a variety of public diverfions •, even on 
the evening of this adt of devotion, a co- 
medy was reprefented, where (if , the very 
improbable relation of M. Chevreau is to 
be credited) the queen was prefent, and 
feid to her attendants,. " It is but reafon- 
" able they fhould entertain me with a co^ 
H 5 *^' medy 
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** mcdy to-night, when I have fo highly 
" entertained them with a farce this morn- 
" ing!" She certainly could never be 
guilty of this piece of imprudence to ridi- 
cule an aftion which^ from the advantages 
Ihe hoped to derive from it, feemed fa 
much for her intereft to have regarded as 
fincere. She acquainted the king of Swe- 
den with her converfion 5 and nothing can 
be more fubmiffive than the letter (he ad- 
drefTed to the pope on that occaAqn : "I 
" have demonftrated to the whole world 
" (fays flie) that I can refign a kingdom 
« with the greateft joy, where veneratioii 
" for your holinefs is in the clafs of irre- 
*« miffible fins: defpifing all fublunary 
«« adoration, I fhall convince you how 
*' greatly I prefer, the glory of obeying 
«' your holinefs to that of commanding 
" mankind." The pope's behaviour to 
Chriftina was not ungrateful ; he omitted 
no circumftance of refpeft to make her 
amends for the facrificc (he profcffed to 
have made him : confiderable preparations 
were ready, by his order, to receive lier 
with all the honours due to her exalted 
g rank* 
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Fank. Yet the queen made Qow approaches 
towards the capital of Italy, being inter-i 
l-upted by the feftivity that her prefence 
ocofiioned in all the cities (he paffed thro' ; 
triumphal . arches were erected in many 
places, adorned with panegyrical infcrip- 
tions. She made her entry through the 
principal cities on horfcback^ in the drefe 
of an Amazon ; her journey was one con- 
tinued triumph. On perceiving the cu- 
pola of the church.of I-oretto, fhe madefe- 
veral figns of devotion, and difmounted 
from her horfe,. entering the city on foj^t. 
She was prefent at the celebration of high 
mafs, and depofited a crown and fceptre, 
enriched with jewels, »upon the altar that 
fupported the image of the Bleffcd Virgin. 
The pope fent two cardinal legates a laiere^ 
with a fplendid train of coaches and attend- 
ants, to meet her. Chriftina entered Rome 
on the ninteenth of December, at itvtn in 
the evening: the proceQion was illumi- 
nated by an infinite number of flambeaux, 
palling through regiments of cavalry drawn 
up to receive the queen, and followed by 
the multitude, who made the air refouad 
H 5 with 
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vith a€clamations. This entry, notwith- 
ftanding irs magnificence, was. laid to be 
made incognito ; the. moft fplendid pomp 
and ceremony were to be difplayed iiivthe 
public one that was to follow. On Chrifti- 
na*s arrival,, flie immediately paid her obei- 
fancc to the fovereign pontifF; after bow- 
ing thrice, Ihe kiffcd his flipper and his 
hand: this interview was very fhort. Next 
day the illuftrious Swede was condu(9:ed by 
Lucas Holftenius to the Vatican library^, 
where ftie employed herfelf in the exami^ 
nttion of its moft rarre and valuable trea^ 
fures : fte afterwards made another vifit to 
the pope, and received one from his holi^ 
nefs. When, the day appointed for the 
folemnity of a public entry was arrived^ 
Chriftina made her S4)pearance in- an^ Ama-^ 
zonian drefs, with a plume of feathers in 
htr hat, and mounted on a white palfrey. 
Croffing the city, flae proceeded to St. Pe- 
ter's church ; all the troops were under 
arms ; the ftreets were ornamented with tri- 
umphal arches, and adorned with tapeftry, 
^paintings, garlands, and emblematical de- 
-^ices, ia allufioa to the name and actions 

of 
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of the queen. At proper intervals were 
placed bands of mufKiaos *, the flourifhes 
of the trunFipets- were anfwered by the dif- 
charges of the artillery, whilft the ladies of 
Rome, fuperWy dreffed, and glittering with 
diamonds, were feated in an amphitheatre. 
Chriftina beheld herfelf honoured like 
the Roman emperors in their, triumphs! In 
this manner the pope infinuated that her 
viftory over error was a more glorious at- 
chievement than any of the ancient *con- 
quefts over warlike nations. The fuperior 
orders of the church waited at the door to 
receive the queen, and led her to the high 
altar, and from thence to the 'pope's chapef, 
from whofe hand (he received the facra^ 
ment-of confirmation, adding to the name 
of Chriftina that of Alexandra, She after- 
wards communicated- with, the cardinal 
deacons. 

The fucceeding days^ were fo many fefti^ 
vals, during which Chriftina was treated with 
all imaginable honours. The palace of Far-* . 
nefe was fumptuouQy decorated for her ha- 
bitation : the pope and the Roman princes 
fcnt her a great number of magnificent 

prefents. 
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prefents and rich equipages ; and (ho 
amufed herfelf with viewing the moft cele- 
brated churches and communities in Rome. 
Obferving with attention the famous print- 
ing-office, calculated for twenty-two diffe- 
rent tongues, in the Urban college de pro^ 
paginndd fide^ fhe faw come out from the 
prefe, prayers oflfered for her health in eight 
languages^ 

( 1 656) This princefs gratified with frefti 
ardour her tafte for polite literature, fci- 
cnces, and liberal arts. She invited the 
principal heads of the Raman academies to 
meet once a week at her palace. In thefe 
aflemblics moral treatifes and poeticaJL 
pieces were read, and they commonly 
.ended with a concert of mufic : fhe was fre- 
quently prefcnt at dramatic entertainments:, 
particularly operas that metaphorically re- 
prefented the moft brilliant events of her 
reign, and extolled the facrifice of her crown 
to religion. 

The world was divided in opinion on the 
-propriety of Chriftina's conduct ; fhe had a 
.great number of admirers, and yet more 
xienfurers : thefe latter reproached iicr with 

aban- 
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abandoning the religion of her anceftors, in 
order to embrace another, from motives of 
levity, andevenofintereft, without appear- 
ing, in her new profeffion of faith, to be- 
more peifuaded of its truths more inclined 
to fulfil the engagements of her abjuration, 
or to fhew any evident figns of converfion. 
Her inordinate love for the arts and fci- 
ences was regarded as imbecility : they 
accounted it criminal to have renounced the 
throne of the great Guftavus^ and, what 
was ftill more valuable, the power of doing 
good, and being ufeful to her country, in 
order to become a wanderer and a fugitive 
amongft foreign nations ; fupplicating, in 
Ibme degree, the prdteftion and bene- 
faftions of their fovereigns, and fufFering 
the degradation of receiving from them her 
fortune and eftablifhment, though born 
their equal. 

*« This is purchafmg at an extravagant 
« price indeed, (faid they) the frivolous 
*' pleafure of beholding the ruins of ancient 
«• Rome, and the mutilated remains of 
« Greek and Roman induftry !*• 

Chriftina, 
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Chriftina, however, was yet immerfed in 
the intoxicating charms of novelty, and in 
-admiration of thofe wonders that nature and 
wt prefented on every jRde to her obferva- 
tiori. Her time was occupied in vifiting 
academies and churches; in confidering the 
beauty of the edifices •, in feeing coliedtion^ 
of pictures by the greateft mafters,, and in 
admiring thofe mafter-pieces of genius of 
the modern fculptors, as well as the antique 
ftatucs* A ftatue of Truth, by Bernini 
drew her attention : Are cried out ffcvcral 
times, in^ examining its beauties^. " /a 
hellacofa !" A cardinal, who was prefcnt^. 
feid to her on this occafion, ** Madam, it 
^^ may veryjuftly be affirmed, that no foi- 
** vereign ever was fo fondof triiith as your* 
<* majefty ?" **• 1 he reafon of that is, 
" (anfwered the queen) becaufe all truths 
** are pot fo fmoothly polifhed as this 
*' marble." Cardinal Colonna was one of 
the moft afliduous courtiers at the queen's 
levee % he was importunate in his vifits 
and praifes of her uncommon accoraplifli- 
ments, till, by degrees, he fell dcfperately 
in love*, and even declared his paflioni 

ChrUlina; 
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Chriftink turned her inamorato into ridi- 
cule, and his holinefs comnianded the car^ 
dinal to withdraw his attendance, telling 
him this princcfs did not come to Rome 
to be fcandalized. Her court was at firfl: 
almoft entirely compofed of Spaniards, but 
Ihe infenfibly began to favour the French 
and Italians, and to chufe her officers from 
among them- The Spaniards, offended at 
this preference, fuffered their jealoufy to 
break out in difrefpeftful refleftions on her 
majefty's condu<Sb. Chriftina teftified her 
difpleafure at this preiumption, and threa- 
tened to do herfelf juftice, if it was refufed 
her, elfewhere. The pope,, on receiving 
information of thefe broils, put an end to 
them, by declaring, that he fhould confi- 
der the fmallefl offences the queen had 
caufe tQ complain of, as injuries done to 
his own perfon. 

About this time a confpiracy was difco- 
rered, which menaced Rome with a revo- 
lution. The confpirators were chiefly Spa- 
niards;- and if the relation given by the au- 
thor of the Turktflj Spy is authentic; they 
intended to fet the city on fire, feize the 

pope 
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pope and the queen, and murder the Por- 
tuguefc ambaffador. Many of the feditious 
were imprifoncd and puniftied. Chriftina^ 
had a fit of ilhiefs, which was attributed to 
her uneafinefs in confequerice of thefe dif- 
turbances. 

Defire of univerfal knowledge being the 
ruling paflion of our celebrated Amazon,, 
flie took the advantage of a contagion that 
appeared in Rome, as a pretext for travel- 
ling into France^ Sweden was now en- 
gaged m open war wkh theFoies : hei^ king: 
fupported the glory of the crown by the re*- 
putation of his vidories ; but thefe mili- 
tery exploits ahforbed all the national funds,v 
and prevented the punftual remittance of 
the queen's revenues: the fenate, and all' 
the orders of the ftate, but efpecially the 
clergy, exclaimed loudly againft her abfence, 
and change of religion. " Since this prin* 
•* cefs r'enounces us (faid they) what right 
" has (he to expedt we fhould fupply her 
** expences^" 

. Chri{|ina was neceffitated to pawn her 
jewels for ten thoufand ducats. After 
caking leave of the pope, and receiving his 

bene- 
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benediaion, (he departed, on horfeback, 
promifing to return again. to Rome, which 
Ihe regarded as her adopted country. She 
was accompanied to Civita Vecchia by fevc^ 
ral cardinals^ and a numerous retinue 5; 
there fhe embarked on board a galley that 
the pope had appointed for her accommo- 
dation, attended by three other Jmall vef- 
fcls. She was not permitted to land at 
Genoa, becaufe a report already prevailed 
that the peftilence was at Rome 5 the re- 
public, however, fent magnificent prefents 
on board her galley. 

• At length the queen arrived dt Mar- 
feilles, not without fear of being a^ttacked 
by fomeTarkilh rovers, who were cruifing 
in thofe feas. the duke of Guife, who wa^^ 
a magnificent prince, and a moft agreeable 
courtier, came, by order of the king of 
France, to receive and accompany this il- 
luftrioUs ftranger through his dominions : 
She was complimented with addreffes and 
grand entertainments by all the cities in her 
progrefs ; the governors prefenting their 
keys, feating her under a canopy of ftate, 
whilft the bifhops^ officers, and magiftrates, 

paid 
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paid their refpeds. She ftayed nine days at 
Lyons, and arrived at Fontainebleau on the 
fourth of September. Madame de Mont- 
penfier, daughter of Gafton d'Orleans, the 
brother of Lewis XIII. requefted the 
king's permiflion, although Ihe was then 
in exile, to meet tho» queen of Sweden* 
Let us hear her own recital of this inter- 
view : *' I came to Eflbne — The queen was 
" at a ball at Anfelin's. — I had heard fo 
" much about her whimfical manner of 
" dreffing, that I was terrified to death 
** left I ihould laugh when I faw her, 
" As they were calling put. Make .way„ 
** arid conducing me to a feat, I perceived 
*< her J flxe furprifed me, but not in aman- 
^ ner to excite laughter. Her drefs was a 
** grey petticoat, trimmed with gold and 
" filver lace; a flame-coloured eamblet 
•^ jacket, trimmed in the fame tafte; aGe- 
** neva-point handkerchief, tied with: a 
•* flame-coloured ribband; a flaxen. wig, 
** turned in a puff behind, as the ladies 
** wear their hair ; and a hat, with a black 
•* feather, in her hand : her complexion is 
" fair I her eyes blue ^ fometioics there is a 

«' fwect' 
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^ fwectncfe in them, at other times thcjr 
** are fierce and difdainful; her mouth, 
** though' wide, is pleafing enough ; her 
*' teeth fine ; her nofe large and aquiline : 
** (he is remarkably low, and her jacket 
** conceals the defefts of her ftiape : upoil • 
** the whole, I Ihould have takep her for 
** a pretty little boy. When the ball was 
•* ended we went to the play : there Ihe 
*« aftonifhed me indeed ! for, in commend- 
** ing fuch paflage^ as pleafed her, fhc 
** Iwore by her Maker •, laid herfelf along 
" in her feat, toffiog her legs from one fide 
«* to the other, even over the arms of the 
** chair, repeating thofe verfes Ihe liked 
** the beft. She talked upon a variety of 
" fubjeds, and her converfation had an 
*' agreeable turft : in an inftant fhe would 
" be plunged in a profound reverie, pour 
" forth heavy fighs, and then as fuddcnly 
** recoiled herfelf, like a perfon recovering 
^* from a fwoon : fhc is altogether a very 
^' extraordinary woman. After the play 
«< we were entertained with fireworks 
*' played oflF upon the water : fhe leaned 
" on my arm during this amufement; and 

** ibmc 
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*« fome of the rockets falling very near us, 
«♦ I was frightened; butlhc bantered me, 
** and faid, « Can it be pofliUe that a 
** lady, who -on particular occafions has 
*' performed fuch gallant aftions, fhould 
^* be afraid of a rocket ?" I anfwered, that 
*« I was ©nly brave on particular occafions, 
*« and thought no more could be expefted 
^' from me. She owned the ftrongeft 
** inclination fhe had in the world was to 
*' fee a battle, and Ibe Ihould never reft till 
*< it was gratified : that, of all men, fhe 
** envied the prince of Conde for the feme 
*« of his exploits -, adding, ** He is your 
<* good friend ?** I anfwered, " Yes, 
*' Madam, and my very near relation.-* 
^« He is the greateft hero of the age, con- 
** tinued (he ; his enemie*s cannot rob him 
^ of that charaAer." * 

Whilft Chriftina was at Fontainebleau, 
fcvcral ladies of the court came to vifit her, 
and advanced to falute her : the queen, a 
little offended with their familiarity, fhewcd 
her refcntment by faying, ** What has 
" poflefled thefe ladies with fuch a paflion 
*«* for kiffing me ? Is it becaufe they think 

4C I 
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•* I refcmblc a man ?" The higheft ho- 
nours were paid this princefs during her 
refidence in France ; honours equal to 
thofe the emperor Charles V. formerly re- 
ceived. Sjj;ie entered the capital on horfe- 
back, in the Amazon ftile ; part of the 
royal houlhold troops, the militia, and other 
military forces of the city, were under 
arms, and many of the nobility followed in 
fumptuous equipages. 

Deafened with popular applaufe, and at- 
tended by a fplendid train, (he arrived at 
the church of Notre Dame» where TeDeum 
was fung : from thence fhe was prevailed 
upon to proceed to the Louvre, in an open 
car, and was conduced into the ftate apart- 
ment, adorned, on this occafion, with all 
the ornamental furniture belonging to the 
crown. The queen of Fngland, the nobi- 
4ity^ dergy, the univerfity, (i) and the 

(i) M. LeCamus,reaoroftheuniverfity,compoifed 
jL poem in houour of this queen, which met with 
great applaufe : the two following lines were prin- 
cipally taken notice of, alluding to her abode at 
Rome, and her title of queen of the Goths : 
Te fatis antiquap tenuerunt moenia Romse, 
Raderaque ultores or bis teSantia Gothos. 

Frenck 
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French academy, paid her their compli-' 
ments : Chriftina anfwered them immedi* 
ately with fpirit and dignity. Several of 
her anfwers, ^ which were quite unpremedi- 
tated, have been puHifhed. A dodor of 
divinity, at the head of his pupils, addrefled 
his. compliments in thfefe remarkable words: 
*' Sueda te Chrsftinam fecit \ Rcma Cbriftia- 
^ ndm\ faciat te Gallia Cbriftianiffimam! 
** Sweden called you Chriftina; Rome 
** made* you a Chriftian ; may France be- 
^ ftow on you the title oiMoft Cbrifiiany* 
This was undoubtedly the moft flattering 
wifli he could have formed, and its accom- 
plifhment had been the highell gratification 
to her ambition : but it was very impro- 
bable diat a young . monarch of nineteen 
years of age, the handfomeft man in his- 
kingdom, fhould conceive a palTion for a 
foreign princefs^ where the difparity erf 
years was fo great, and fo little fimilitudc 
in their manners, the graces of perfon, or 
turn of fentiment ! All men of literary re- 
putation had very eafy accefs to Chriftina, 
who was not difpleafed with making an of- 
tentatious dilplay of her talents and acquire- 
ments 
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Tftcnts in knowledge. She converfcd with 
every particular perfon on thefubjeft of his' 
own writing^, Monfieur Menage was mat* 
ter of the ceremonies, introducing fuch* 
men of diftindion as came to wait on her : . 
he never failed, in prefenting every one, to 
add, " This is Mr. {uch-a-one, a nian of 
« merit P* One day her majefty, fatigued 
with thefe vifits, faid, with an air of cha- 
grin, " There is no end of the men of 
'« merit of this Monfieur Menage's ac- ' 
«^ quaintance !*' She was perfeftly verfed 
in' the hiftory of all the great families of 
France, their remarkable actions, and their 
arms. The intrigues of the court, and thofe 
of the young nobility, amufed her ; and it 
afforded her entertainment to recite occa- ; 
fionally many fecret anecdotes, of a nature 
it would have fhewn greater delicacy to be 
ignorant of. The names of all encouragers ^ 
of the polite arts were familiar to her. ' 
When any nobleman was introduced, fhe 
tsiked with him on things which concerned 
him perfonally; reminding the duke of 
Liancourt, and the marquis of Sourdis, for 
iwftance, ' of the. capital piftures in their 
I col. 
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cpUeAion. The court was unajcqteaintat 
mtk a remarkable antique agate of inefti- 
xpable value, which the queen was defirous 
:tp fee, and drew a (ketch of; by this means, 
after ftrid fearch, it w?§ found at St. 
Denises, wiierc it ftili remains among the 
riches of the treafury. Her knowkdge wais 
fo extenfive that all who heard her fpcak 
•were aftonilhed: She underftood every 
thing. At Paris fixe faw all that was curi- 
ous in the churches, palaces, cabinets, and 
libraries y and often frequented the af- 
femblics of men of letters. Hearing there 
was one of this kind at the duke of Guife*s, 
fte defired to be admitted : Gilbert,' this 
queen's envoy in France, read a comedy 
there, of her own compofition ; the dia- 
logue was rather free 5 and Chapelain, au- 
thor of La Pucelle, a poem then much in 
^Ogue,. being afked his opinion of this 
piece, blamed its licentiou&efs. The queen 
/queftioned Menage, who wasprefent, what 
he thought of it ? 1 his learned, writer pe- 
netrated her fentiments, and, in order to 
pleafc her, beftowed unlimited praifcs on 
ihp wprk : the queen replied, " I ani 

vaftly 
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** vaftly delighted that this play is adapted 
*' to your taftc ; your opinion carries fome 
^* weight with it ; but thar Monfieur Chape- 
^* lain is but a poor creature ! he would 
** have every thing wrote in the ftyle of La 
** Pucelle.^' The queen of Sweden, before 
Ihe quitted Paris, was defirous of leaving a 
good impr^fiion of her faith ; fhe therefore 
requefted a bi(hop might be appointed to 
her confcffioh, M. d'Amiens was intro- 
duced into her cabinet for this duty : fhc 
fell on her knees before the prelate, fixing 
her eyes immoveably on his face j which 
occafioned his faying, fhe confefled very 
devoutly ; that he was charmed with her 
fentiments, but fcandalized by her mien. 
She likewife received the facrament at 
Notre Dame, from the hands of the arch- 
bifliop of Bourges ; Handing up and chat- 
ting die whole time of mafs : fo that the 
piety of this new catholic did not appear to 
be very fervent, 

The queen fet out for Compiegne, where 

the court then was. Cardinal Mazarin,^ 

the prime minifter, had conceived a very 

high idea of this princefs, which influenced 

1 2 him 
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him to procure her all the honours and« 
pleafures £be could polfibly be entertained 
with during her ftay in France : he went 
himfcif to meet her, and dined with her at 
Chantilly. • The king and Monf^eur his 
iybther came there unexpededly in the af- 
ternoon : they were impatient to fee this 
royal ftranger, of whom they had heard 
fuch a variety of oppofite reports : chufing 
tor emain unnoticed, they entered the 
queen's apartment by a private door, and 
mingled in the croud that furrounded her 
and the cardinal. He perceived, and pre- . 
fented them to her majefly, under the cha- 
j-after of two young lords of the firft family 
in France. Chriftina, who had feen their 
pprtr;^ts at the Louvre, difcovered them, 
and faid, laughing, " Yes, I really believe 
^* them Iprung from a noble race, and born 
•* to inherit crowns !'* She no longer hefi- 
tated to addrefs them by the appellation of 
brother. The cardinal faid it was a difB- 
cult tafk to deceive her, and confefled (he 
was talking with the king and Monfieur^ 
After this, flie difcourfcd a long while with 
Lpuis XIV. ajid had the .art jta render I^ef 

con- 
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converfaiion agreeable to a monarch wfio 
fpoke a great deal himfelf with eafy free- 
dom, though he was yet at a timid age. 
He returned with Monfieur to Compiegne 
in the evening: and the next day the queen- 
dowager, the king, ana the whole court, 
fet out to meet Chriftina, and waited to re- 
ceive her at Fay, a fine feat of the marfhal 
de la M9tte-Houdancourt's, three leagues 
from Compiegne. Their njajefties, the 
princes, and ladies of rank, feated them- 
felves on an elevated terrafs; the ave- 
nues to the cafflc were lined with the king's 
houfhold and a train of fumptuous equi- 
pages; whilft a prodigious concourfe of 
Ipedtators enlivened the fcene, and the 
whole appearance proclaimed the magnifi- 
cent pleafures of a flourifhing ftate. The 
queen of Sweden, accompanied by the 
duke of Guife and cardinal Mazarin, ar- 
rived in a triumphant manner, advancing 
to the found of martial mufic. Ladies were 
feldom feen in her parties : " I do not love 
" the men (faid (he) becaufe they are men, 
** but becaufe they are not women !** 

On alighting from her coach, the queen- 
dowager ftepped forward to receive her, 
1 3 the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



It74 HISTORY of CHRISTINA^ 
the king prefcnting^ bis hand ta lead her 
into the apartment prepared tocntertain heh 
Their majcfties and Monficur iat. down at 
table : Chriftina talked a great deal ; and 
the delicacy of her wit was univerfally ad- 
mired i but the fingularity of her apparel, 
the negligence of her head-drcfs, and that, 
affured air of freedom, with maimers aC- 
tonifhing, at the firft appearance, did not 
j^rejudice any perfon in her behalf; yet, 
when cuftom had familiarized thefe parti- 
cularities,. Ihe infenfibly became agreeable, 
and the graceful eafe of her converfatioa 
foon conciliated every fufFragc in her fa- 
rout. This was the. impreffion that the 
queen-dowager and mademoifelle deJMont^ 
penfier both acknowledged this illuC* 
trious itranger made upon them.- Chrifti- 
na fhewed particular civilities, andnvadc 
profeffions of friendfliip to mademoifelle 
Mancini, niece to cardinal Mazarin, know- 
ing how much this lady was -beloved by 
Louis XIV. She even JBiattered his paffion^ 
and perfuaded him n6t to refift his inclinar- 
tion to make her the partner of his crown ^ 
telling them both, «• She would ,be the 
« confidant of their amour ^ and,, that if 

theip 
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^ they truly loved each tJther, it vfzs beft 
•* to marry.*' Such advice was difpleafing 
to the regent and the cardinal, and contri- 
buted to rtiake them haften the departure 
of a queen iirho delivered her fentiments 
with too mu^hl&aiiiknels. 

Notwithftaniling <this determination, they 
procured her every Ip^ties of aWiement 
during lierftay ; -amongft others, an Italian 
comedy, which (be ingeniioufly declared to 
be a very wretched performance : they tdd 
her that thefe players generally performed 
in a better manner 5 « That mu ft certainly 
" be true, (replied (he) fmce they are fuf- 
*' fcrcd to aft/*. [She difcovered great fen- 
fibility at the rcprejentation of a French 
tragedy; breaking into ^exclamations erf* 
jtranfport or gmef, fighing deeply; and 
at length was fo for loft in meditation, 
that the qucen-dowag?r fpoke to her, but 
could hot draw her attention. Grand hunt- 
ing parties were among the diverfions iii 
which Chriftina fignalized ^her (kill. The 
king's officersconftantfy attended her, for 
it was neceflkry thecourt fhould fupply all 
her deficiencies j deftittitc cf femalle at- 
tendants^, ftate officers, equipages, and hkk 
I 4- ney, 
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ney, herfelf alone compofed her court f 
She might be compared to thofe heroines 
, m Amadis de Gauly who recounted great ad- 
ventures, but whofe train and appear- 
ance were bad heralds .of U^ir noble 
birth, or the celebrity of. their aftions. 
The infinuatingpraifcs:with which (he flat- 
tered the quecnritiocber, thVkkg, and the 
cardinal, were proofs of her addrefs. She 
pofTejOTed the art of mingling encomiums 
and criticifms with the moft refined deli- 
cacy 5 never iparing in her public difcourfe 
thofe perfons who had ridiculed her in pri- 
vate, ^ 

On the twenty-third of September fhc 
left Compiegne, and was condufted two 
leagues from thence by the queen-mother: 
Thefe princeflcs feemed to fcparate with 
regret. In paffing near Senlis, Chriftioa 
paid a vifu to Niron dc TEnclos, that 
courtezan fo celebrated for her beauty and 
her gallantry, but ft ill more for the allure- 
ments pf her wit, and extenfive knowledge 
and tafte in polite literature. The queen 
was charmed with the converfation of Ni^ 
non, beftowed the higheft compUmenjts on 
her underftanding, and expreflcd more ef, 

teem 
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teem for her than flie had ever done for any 
of herownfexj made her fome prefentsj 
and even took pains in perfuading her to 
follow her to Rome : but Ninon, naturally 
neither interefted nor ambitious, was too 
much addicted to gallantry, and too much 
in love with liberty, to agree to fuch a pro- 
pofal : ihe was fenfible of the value of the 
facrifice the queen required, and remained 
inflexible ta all- her folicications and pro*^ 
mifes. 

(1657)- Chriftina now quitted France, 
where ftie left a train of admirers of her wit 
and learning, as well as of her elevation of 
foul, and franknefs of charadter. They re- 
garded her as a heroine, the worthy daugh- 
ter of Guftavus, and even fuperior to tha 
fame arifing from the glory of her reign^ 
her culture of thefciences, and the difin- 
tereftedncfs of her condud. Yet, if any 
credit is to be given to the memoirs of the 
countefs d'Aunoy, " She had not the leaft 
** refemblanceof a woman, not even com- 
** mon modefty ; chufing to be waited on 
** by men at all hours; afFcding amafculinc 
♦* appearance in all her aftions ; laughing; 
^'immoderately when any.^ing diverted 
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♦* her, and being extravagantly loud in her 
** applaufe as weH as lamentations : in com- 
** pany (he would frequendy fing, and ap- 
•* pear quite abfent : there was fomething 
** unequal, rough, and even libertine in 
** her converfation on religious as well as. 
«* polite topicks : a perpetual reftleffneft 
"* made it impoffible for her to continue 
«* long in the fame pjace. When the king 
" and queen, and all the court, were pre- 
" fent, Ihe could not forbear fitting in 
•« very unbecoming attitudes. She pro- 
*♦ feffed to defpife all her own fex for their 
« ignorance, and delighted to talk with the 
^* men on every kind of fubjeft." 
' Such particulars, joined to the forego* 
hig, form a charafter fo entirely Angular as 
is not to be paralleled in hiftory. Notwith- 
ftanding thejTe imperfeftions, all the princes 
who admitted this illuftrious traveller into 
their territories, were eager to entertain lier ' 
in the moft fplendid manner. The duke 
of Savoy, no fooner heard of her intended 
journey to Turin, than he erefted trophies, 
crouded with emblems and infcriptions, to 
her o-lory : her entrance into this city was 
^ ^ g afrcfh 
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» ffeBi triumpli added to the former. She 
retted, in fome t)f the ccclefiafticai ciiiev' 
principally at Peraro, till the appithenfions 
of the peftilence atiloTne were entirely dif- 
fipated, and then returned to that capital. 
Chriftina often wiftied to have the coun- 
le(s of Sparre, according to her own ex- 
preflron, a witnefs of her ^felicity : (he was 
the woman to whom the queen was moft 
ftrongly attached by efteem and inclina* 
tion : every letter that fhe writes to her is 
filled with thofe expreflions the heart alone 
ean diftate; fhe'praifes lavifhly her beauty 
and merit,, giving them the preference, to 
all fhe has ever feen, of moft amiable in thei 
world. The'countcfs never would leave; 
Sweden^ her native land, where ftie was be- 
loved, and made a brilliant appearance : 
Ihe was too well acquainted with herilluf- 
tricJus friend, imprudently to relign herfelf 
to the inconftancy of her humour and man* 
neroflife. 

Thofe pleafures and honours enjoyed by 
Chriftina during her refidence in France,, 
gave rife to a defire of vifiting that king- 
dom once more : thie prcte:^; was her cu* 
' I $ riofity 
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riofity to be prefcnt at a ball where the 
king was to dance ; but it was fufpedled 
file was to aft in a more exalted fphere, 
by becoming the mediatrix between France 
and Spain^ in order to eftablilh a peace by 
her negotiations. Far from fliewing any 
oppofition to her return, the king, the 
queen, and cardinal Mazarin, prefled her 
not to defer it. Accordingly, on the fif- 
teenth of Oftober fhe arrived at Fontaine- 
bleau, with an equipage little more fumptu- 
ous than her ordinary one, and a very in- 
confiderable retinue ; her drefs likewifc was 
much more neglefted than at her firft ap- 
pearance.^ " I rnet her (fays Mademoifelle 
<* de Montpenfier) in a very Ihabby coach, 
*'. attended by the chevalier Sentinelii, her 
« matter of the horfe, andMonaldefchi, her 
^« grand equerry: Ihe was dreffed in an 
>' exceeding dirty yellow petticoat, with a 
^< jacket worn quite thread-bare, and a 
« cap. I thought her now as ugly as fhe 
" . had appeared pretty to me the firft time 
« I faw her." There had been a kind of 
rivalry and competition betwixt the 
queen's matter of the horfe and her grand 

. equerry. 
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equerry. Monaldefchi had been guilty of 
fome treafonable meafures towards his mif- 
trcfs, and was the fecret contriver of a plot, 
the odium of which he wanted to fall on 
the abfent officer. It mufl: undoubtedly 
be the chevalier Sentinelli, who was^ then 
in Italy; but fome letters falling into 
Chriltina's hands, occafioned her making 
fuch ftria enquiries as left her no room to 
doubt of the perfidy of her grand equerry : 
after acquiring all the proofs neceffaryto 
confirm his guilt, and convidl him of his 
crime, (he diflembled fome time longer y 
and feated herfelf, in travelling, oppofite 
to Monaldefchi, without teftifying any 
marks of fufpicion . or diftruft i feeming 
rather to corre^ond with him infentiments, 
and to impute the treafon which had raifcd 
her indignation to ihe abfent officer. Mo- 
naldefchi had once the audacity to fey, 
" Madam, your majefty has been betrayed, 
** and you know the guilty perfon !" The 
queen alked him, " What puniftiment he 
" thought that perfon deferved ?'* " He 
<* deferves inftant death, (anfwered he) and I 
^ am ready, if called upon, to be his exe- 

" cutioner!** 
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f* cutionerl" '•*• it is yoo yourfdf (replied? 
** the queen) "who have pronounced his- 
^ fctitence ; remember it well j I declare 
'^ to you, I will very fpeedily do myfelf 
<* juftice !" The truth was,. fii& chofe to 
defer no longer the punifliment of the 
\vre,tch who had offended-, apprehending, 
he might difcover her thoughts, and efcape- 
from her vengeance. She therefore, on thc- 
fixth of November 1657, fent to defire to- 
fpeak with father Le Bel» fuperior of the. 
convent of the Trinity at Fontainebleau. . 
He publiftied a relation of this affair, from, 
which. I extraft what follows : "• Chriftina 
«* retired with that prelate into the Gallery^ 
« ofStags^ wher^,, after requiring fecrecy,; 
" and receiving his oath, Ihe entrufted 
*" him with a fealed pacquet of papers, ^ 
«* without any fuperfcriptiou.: ''^ Obferve* 
^« particularly, faid (he, the time, the day,, 
•* the hour, and place of nty delivering this 
*« pacquet into your hands. You may 
« depart." 

« On Saturday the tenth of the fame 
*** month Father Le Bel was ftnt for again,.. 
*« and brought with him the pacquet: a 

*-' footman 
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^ footman conduced him into the GaBery 
** ofSfagSy and inftantly fhut the door upon 
** him. He faw the queen in the middle of 
" the gallery, talking apart with the mai^ 
** quisdeMonaldefehi;, three other perfons 
" flood aa: fome diftance. On perceiving 
** the father, Ibe faid, in a pretty loud tone 
'♦« of voice, *' Return me the pacquet of- 
^ papers ?'* She took it, examined irfome 
^' time without fpeaking a word, and at 
** laft broke it open 5 then unfolding the 
•* letters it contained, (he faid to the mar- 
*' quis, " Are you acquainted with thefe 
*• letters ? anfv/er me I'* 

" The grand equerry, turning pale, with 
^^ SL faultering accent, declared he was not* 
" Thefe letters being only copies, and her 
*' majefty obferving they were infufficient 
** evidences of his treafon to bri^a^im to 
" confeflion, drew from her tiijcket the 
" originals, in Monaldefchi's own hand^ 
** writing. He yet endeavoyred at evafion, 
U' but the proofs became fo clear and com^ 
« pleat, that he fell on his knees and 
« begged for mercy.. The tbr-e? perfons 
" now advanced with drawnfwords, headed 

V by 
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*' by themafter of the horfe, that. very Seir- 
** tinelli whom the grartd equerry had tried 
•' to ruin, Monaldefchi kiffed the queen's 
*♦ robe, and, melting into tears, eflayed to 
** move her compaflion. Chriftina looked 
** earncftly upon him, and liftened to his 
*?: fopplications with an air of tranquility; 
^^ then approaching towards the fuperior,; 
** flie faid, ** Father, fee, and bear witneft 
** that I allow this traytor all the tkne he 
** requefts, to juftiiy himfelf, if he can, 
•* and more than he has reafon to expedt 
"from an injured fbvereign." 

" The marquis returned the queen fome* 
•' papers and fmall keys that fhe demand- 
•* ed i Ihe ftill continued the converfation. 
" above an hour j Hbut finding all* his ex- 
** cufes unfatisfaftory,. Ihe withdrew, fay- 
" ing to father Lc Bel, as flie retired, *' I; 
** leave this man to you ; prepare him for 
" death, and take care of his fouL" Fn 
** vain they entreated and conjured her to 
♦♦ pardon this wretched objeft of her wrath ; 
'•' Ihe remained inflexible. ** This traytor, 
'« faid (he,isagreater criminal thanthofewho 
,** are condemned to the wheel" t T Have 

•• comr 
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•* communicated to him my moft impor- 
*• tant affairs, my moft fecret thoughts ! 
** The favours I Have beftowed on him, ex- 
** ceed thofe I ftiould have granted to a 
" brother ; I regarded him as fuch! I cafi- 
'' not pardon him -, let him die !" Fa- 
** ther Le Bel, haying ineffeftually at- 
" tempted to move her by religious mo* 
.«« tives, reprefented to her the impropriety 
*' of doing herfelf juftice in the dominions 
** of the king of France ; and even in His 
« very palace : that fuch a ftep muft highly 
" offend his majefty, and would be con- 
-" ftrued by the public an aft of cruelty 
" and injuftice : that if fhe was determined 
**on vengeance, it appeared more con- 
" formable to decency, to deliver the guilty 
^^ perfon into the hands of juftice, and to 
** fuffcr him to be condemned- by a lawful 
f « procefs. Chriftina anfwered to thefe 
." prefling remonftrances, that flie derived 
^' her authority from God, and was ac- 
f* countable to him alone for her aftions ; 
*' that fhe was an independent fovereign ; 
" I am not, added ftie, a prinqcfs who flics 
' ,** for refuge to the court of the king of 

"France J 
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•* France 9 I have a monarch's right over 

** my own fubjecls, and will not folicit the 

*' courts of judicature to punijli a crimii^l 

** domeftic when I have domonftrations of 

" his guilt before my eyes, written and 

** figncd with his ©wn hand. Go — fulfil" 

" your miniftry inpreparing bimfor death/* 

" The difficulty of the undertaking, and the 

" noifc fuch an execution would ro^e ki 

** the palace of a monarch remarkably jea- 

«« lous of his privileges, were perhaps ex- 

** citements to the queen 10 precipitate the 

," fentcnce of death on her g^and equerry. 

" Father Le Bel, finding it impoflible to,goc 

'« «way, returncd'fromCbriftina's apaftment 

*' to the CaUery ^af Stags^ to acquaint the 

'^ marquis that his hxt was determined ; 

:" he confcffcd ibim .: when tlwt cwemonjF 

'** was ended, the queen's flftrnDnef appeared. 

** The condemned marquis ran toward 

"^ Mm, graiiping his hands, which he^nKiift- 

>)ened with his tears, andbefeeching him 

•' to intercede, once more in his favour.. 

*' The almoner carried back ^ith hXm the 

** chief of the three perfons who had the: 

** charge of the execucion. Prgfently this 

" lalL 
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^ laft returned alone, and faid to Mo- 
** naldefchi, '' Make your peace with God ; 
" for you muft: die : Have you been con- 
** feffed?'* At the fame time he aimed a 
" ftrokeathi§breaft: the marquis, in parry- 
*' ing it with his right hand, had three of 
" his fingers cut : a coat of mail he wore 
•* defended him a while, but at length 
** they plunged their fwords in his throaty 
*« and he spired. Chriftina teftified fomc 
** regret for having been conftrained to put 
** him to death -, *' But it was an aft of 
" juftice, faid flie, to punilh this traytor for 
" his crime." She feat an hundred fra»ks 
^* to the college of the Trinity, ordered 
*' prayers and a mafs to be foiemnized fur 
" the unfortunate Monaldefchi, and had 
•« Jiim buried in that church." 

In Trance this aft of authority appeared 
too cruel andprecipitate, particularly -when 
confidered as the work of a woman. The 
king did not conaplain, though he had gncat 
caufe. The queftion at that time very 
ftrongly debated was, whether, having ab- 
dicated the throne of Sweden, and being m 
the domimons and palace of another fovc-. 

reign* 
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reign, Ihc had any legitimate right ancT 
title to take away the life of a criminal do- 
meftic by her own authority. Each fide 
had its defenders and partizans. It is, how- 
ever, apparent to uriprcjudiced reafon, that 
this arbitrary proceeding was an equal vio- 
lation of the king of France's privileges, 
o£ the rights of mankind, of juftice, and of 
humanity. We are ignorant of the circum- 
ftances of Monaldefchi's offence : fome re- 
ports fay he betrayed the adlions and defigns of 
hts miftrefe^ and held difcourfes injurious to 
her honour; others go farther^ and alledge, 
that Chriftina's inclinations, favoured Mo* 
naldefchi, and that he had piqued her jea- 
loufy, and merited her indignation by fa- 
crificing her to another lady, and by writing 
letters wherein the queen's condud was u»* 
generoufly cxpofed. 

Such a fcene of horror, in a court where 
all around breathed gallantry and pleafure, 
was greatly injurious to the charafter 
of Chriftina. The king requefted (he 
would not remove from Fontainebleau^ 
and left hc# to refide there in a kind of b^ 
nilhment. Totally defcrted, almoft inftan^ 

tancoufly^ 
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taneoufly, Ihe clearly perceived the curiofity 
(he had excited was fatisfied, and that her 
prefence was become importunate : this ob- 
fervation difpofed her for a voyage to Eng- 
land, but fhe wiflied to receive an invitation 
from Cromwell. To compafs this dcfign, 
flie fent over her fecretary Madalfchi : the 
]^roted:or did not feem inclined to an in- 
terview : he dreaded the ^xpence of ftich a 
vifit, and dreaded ftill more expofing his 
conduft to the penetrating eyes of a princefs 
who delighted in unravelling the myftcries 
o£ politics. 

. Chriftina went to Paris to be prefcnt at a 
hall, where the king was to dance. She 
wiis lodged in cardinal Mazarin's apart- 
nient in the Louvre, ind conjejflured her 
abpdp there would not be long, fmce the 
prime minifter had removed her from her 
fprmer apartment into one very fmall and 
inconvenient. The diverfions of the carni- 
val, animated, by the prefence and youth of 
the king, were lively and various : Chrifti- 
na engaged in them with eagernefs. One 
morning (he fent the French acadimy word 
ihe intended to be prefent at their meeting 

that 
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that evening^ accordingly fte went, accom- 
panied by the countcfs de Bregisi without 
parade, or giving the ufual notice to the 
company to prepare for her reception. 
The academy then met at the houfe of her 
friend the chancellor Seguier, and the 
queen fecretly enquired of him in what 
manner the academicians would appear 'in 
her prefence ; Whether they would fit or 
ftand ? One of the fociety having been 
confulted on this point, feid that Charles 
the IXth came often from Ronfard to hear 
the conferences of the literati, and that the 
company was' always feated in his prefence:. 
this anfwer decided the queftion. The 
<jueen having placed herfelf in a chair, the 
members, without waiting for her com- 
mand, feated themfelves at a long tabic 
M. de la Chambre, in the name of the aca- 
demy, of which he was prefidenr, addrefled 
a complimentary oration to her majefty: 
feveral of' the academicians gratified their 
felf-love by producing difierent pieces- of 
their own compofition, in verfe and profc : 
the Abbe Cottin was one of the company, 
and read atranJflation, ih verfe, of two paf- 

fages 
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fages from Lucretius, to which he tacked 
twenty very forry lines of his own, to de- 
fend Pi-ovidence from tht attack made 
upon it in the elegant verfes of the Latin 
poet ! 

The academy was then employed in di- 
getting a diftionary; and defirous to fhew. 
the queen fome fpecimens of their work, 
chance prefentcd this fentence, " The far- 
** cafms of princes are only pleafing to thofe 
** who make them/' This princefs was the 
firft to fay fomething diverting on a prp- 
verb where her own refemblance was fo 
very ftriking. 

. The queen-mother became anxious for 
Chriftina's fpeedy departure-, it was im- 
poflible to defer it longer; (he therefore 
quitted Paris in the beginnbg of Lent, 
and embarked at Toulon for Italy. Car- 
. dinal Mazarin infifted on her acceptance of 
a confiderable fum of money, and was like- 
wife lb generous as to order magnificent 
preparations to accommodate her in his pa- 
lace at Rome. The queen, in her fecond 
journey to France, loft a great Ihare of that 
cftpcm and admiration Ihe had acquired in 

the 
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the firft. The French could not pardon the 
cruel niurderof Monaldefchij the)r blamed 
the licentioufqefs of her manners and con- 
verfation, and cenfurcd her levity and in- 
ftability. Though {he commonly (huAned 
the company of women, yet fhe could not 
avoid being captivated with the merit of the 
marchionefs de Ganges, the countefs dc 
Bregis, and the countefs de la Suze : (he 
contrafted a degree of intimacy with the , 
latter lady, in whom fhe difcovered a fimi- 
larity of underftanding, tafte, and pro-^ 
penfities to her own. 

The countefs of Suze, daughter of Gaf- 
pardeColigni, marfhal of France, was born 
a proteflant : fhe embraced the Roman 
Catholic religion, lefs from a motive of de- 
votion, than to have a pretence for parting 
from her husband, who was a Proteftant, 
and for whom fhe had an invincible abhor- 
rence •, which made the queen of Sweden 
fay, " The countefs of Suze became a Ca- 
" tholic that fhe might neither meet het- 
*' husband in this world nor the next!" . 

Chriftina flopped at Leghorn, where fhe ■ 
was fliU treated with the refpeS: due to a 

crowned 
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trowned head. When Ihc drew near the 
gates of Rome, a party of the nobility game 
out to meet her, and attended her to the 
Mazarine palace, forming a brilliant train of 
equipages : but they did not behold with 
unconqern the preference fhe gave to the 
prime minifter of France's hpufe. The 
Italians and Spaniards, whofe political prin- 
ciples are full of jealoufy and diftruft, fuf- 
pefted, from this flight appearance, that 
the queen had entered into fecrej: piea- 
fures prejudicial to their inierefts -, and a 
tumour was propagated by her enemies, 
of her having joined in a confpiracy with 
France and England again ft the kingdom 
of Naples and the Ecclefiaftical State. Thefc 
ridiculous and ill-grounded imputations dif- 
credited her majefty for fome time : all her 
Heps were obferved, and the Pope feveral 
times rcfufcd the permiffion fhe requefted 
for fome French gentlemen to fee thccaftle 
of St. Angelo. Malevolent fpirits iCh 
amufed themfelves in fecret, with writing 
and publifliing malicic5us fatires and paf- 
quinades againft the queen ; Chriftina, by 
oppofing nothing but contempt to thefe 
K arrows 
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arrows of calumny, fufficiently blunted 
their force and effeft. She began to be 
fcnfible, that in order to appear more rcf- 
peftable to the people, efpecially the com- 
monalty, fplendor muft be added to rank. 
** Pomp and pageantry compofe the title- 
«« page of royalty," She therefore rcaf- 
fumed the retinue of a queen, felcfting 
perfons of the firft quality to be her gen- 
tlemen and pages ^ but unhappily her 
funds foon became exhaufted in Support- 
ing the dignity of a brilliant court. 

Sweden was then at war with Poland, 
Denmark, and Brandenburgh. The Im- 
pcrialifts and Bavarians were in poffeflion of 
great part of Pomerania, which had been 
afligned to the queen as her principal reve- 
nue ; confequently all her remittances were 
Hopped i and fhe was reduced to borrow 
money upon notes, and to pledge her fur- 
niture. In this extremity, count Sentinelli 
was difpatched to Vienna to complain of 
the condud of Charles Guftavus, king of 
Sweden, for expending in the war her pen- 
fion of 200,000 crowns, and fuiferitig her 
to be in want of neceflaries. At the 

. fame 
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fame time (he recommended to the em- 
peror to fend an army of twenty thoufand 
men under the command of general Monte* 
cuculi, which (he hoped would infure the 
conqueft of Pomerania, where (he had a 
great number of friends •, and confented to 
yield that province to the emperor after her 
deceafe, on condition he paid her the whole 
revenues of it during her life. The court 
of Vienna received this propofition with 
great avidity, as it might hereafter give 
the emperor an apparent claim to Pomcra- 
nia. The negotiation was carried on at 
Rome by his refident ; but the queen of 
Sweden's refcntment foon gave way to more 
patriotic fentimeots, and (he ordered her 
envoy to break off the treaty. 

The Pope, however, granted her a conQ- 
derable penfion, andappointed cardinal Az* 
Eolini fuperintendant of her houfhold. In 
Azzolini were united a graceful perfon and 
a happy phy{iognomy, with a delicate turn 
of wit, a character fupple and infinuating, 
and powerful talents for intrigue or bufi* 
ncfs. His knowledge was extenfivc in many 
parts of eroditiim i he loved the arts, and 

K2 hQ 
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he loved plcafure. With thefe accom* 
plifhments he gained the confidence and 
cfteem of Chriftina ; for by appearing to 
fall in with her tafte, and to applaud her 
humours, be entirely governed her. This 
cardinal reftorcd order ^nd regularity into 
' her finances, and pofleffcd the art of re- 
conciling oeconomy and rnagnificcnce. 
Chriftina, difembarrafled from the care of 
her affairs, returned to her former ftudies ;' 
{he ftill had an academy Jri her palace, ^nd 
fhe penetrated deeply herfelf into all the 
fciences. -Chemiftry was one of her chief 
occupaiions, and her paflion for virtu made 
her inceflant in coUedting medals, intaglios, 
antique and modern ftatues, and paintings 
of the greateft mafters. 

Count Sentinelli, her matter of the horfe, 
the very man employed in aflaflTinating Mo- 
naldefchi, afpired to the hand of the dutch- 
efs of Ceri, one of the moft noble and 
wealthy heirciTcs of Italy. Chriftina, who 
wiftied the fuccefs of Sentinelli, exierted her 
efforts to compleat the marriage, frequent- 
ly difphj^ing in little domcftic intrigues that 
genius for ftate aSairs with whkh ftiewas en- 
dowed 
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d6wed by nature and education.ButthePope's 
difapprobacion of an alliance where the in- 
equality was fo evidently ftriking, engaged 
him tointcrpofe ; he perfuaded the dutch- 
efs to retire into a convent, and obliged' 
Sentiaelli to leave Rome-. The queen, as 
feme confolation to her favourite, made 
him colonel of a regiment which (he had 
raifed for the fervice of the ftate of Venice.' 
The world could not believe it probable 
for this illuftrious heroine to remain long 
inaftive -, it always fuppofed her forming 
fome grand political projed. Theltalians and 
Spaniards watched her narrciwly, and were 
often pcrfiiaded that they faw their apprehen- 
fi'ons realized : they fcrupled not to affirm 
ftie was totally in the French intereft, and 
employed the nH)ney of the court of Rome 
in ratling, troops againfl: the kingdom oi 
Naples. : The Pope himfclf was not inat-i 
tentive to thefe reports; he placed fpies 
about this princefs, and in a manner impri* 
foned her in her palace. The principal 
caufe of this diftruft was hex obftinate per* 
feverance in i^maining in cardinal Maza-- 
rine's palace 5 and, what exafperated hep 
K 3 enemies 
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, enemies ftill more, her difcharging all her 
Italian domcftics, to make room for fo- 
reigners. Yet it was fo much the intcreft 
of Chriftina to avoid giving too great of- 
fence to her benefaftor the fovereign pon« 
lifF, that flie was fqon induced to reform the 
exceptionable part of her conduft, and to 
behave with greater moderation. She de- 
clined any farther correfpondencc with the 
French, and retired into a convent ; con- 
vincing the world, for a time, that (be 
had thoughts of a monadic life. At all 
public procefTions (he was prefent, and 
never neglefted receiving the holy fa- 
ther's benediftion. Such external figns 
of devotion and fubmiflion forced envy 
il^to be filent, and reftored to her the confi- 
dence and efteem of the Italians and Spa- 
niards ; who gave her, now, as large a por- 
tion of incenfe and applaufe, as they did 
formerly of cenfure and abufe. In fome 
of the fonnets dedicated to her praife, they 
adorned her with the vivacity of the 
French, the wit of the Italians, the intre- 
pidity of the Swedes, and the courtcfey of 
the Romans. 

1659. 
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1659. Whilft Chriftina was a fubjcft of 
the pope, at Rome, confulting his pleafure, 
and conforming her behaviour to his will> 
an adventurer at Norkoping ufurped the 
name and rank of queen of Sweden. But 
this impodtion was of fhort duration ^ the 
falfc Chriftina was put under arreft, and 
proved to be one Andre TGyldcner, about 
twenty-fix, the daughter of a captain of 
horfe. She played her part with fo mucK 
fpirit and dignity, as to deceive, for fome 
time, ieveral perfons of confidcration, as 
well as the multitude. She alledged ia 
her defence, that her only view in this de- 
ception was her own amuFement, which 
Ihe thought (he might profccute very in- 
nocently. As, in reality, there was no- 
thing in her adlions tending towards a plot, 
or dangerous to the ftate, there was no fur- 
ther punifhment inflicted than banifhing 
her the kingdom. 

Chancellor Oxenfteirn's prediftion was 
now accompliflied. Regret and repentance 
purfued Chriftina in her retreat. She felt, 
but too late, that the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of the arts and fciences was a delufive 
K 4 and 
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and imaginary fcheme of happinefs, in?- 
capable of recompenfing the lofs of a 
crown. An effort of difinterefted genero- 
firy had indeed, for a moment, furmount-- 
ed ambition ; but it foon revived agairt 
with redoubled ardour to prey on a heart 
which was entirely its viftim ! Such is, 
the facrifice of a throne ! rarely fincere or- 
compleat ! The monarch, in a ftate of hu.-- 
miliation, ever preferves his pride and fen- 
fibility, thofe conlpanionsof greatnefs : in-., 
confiderable misfortunes moft feverely affcdfc 
his peace; and he difcovers ftill more avit. 
dity for thofe honours, and that homage, in- 
feparablfe from the royal dignity, he -'once 
polTefled. Thefe were Chriftina's fenti-. 
ments, which, in fpite of her philofophicaI< 
difdain, could not be concealed. It is true, 
that every circumftanceof earthly grandeur 
concurred in recalling to remembrance this 
important facrifice. What an appearance !: 
to behold the daughter of Guftavus degrad- 
ed to the rank of a fimfle Roman citizen*, 
fubfiflingdn the pope's bounty -, forgottea 
by that country wnich Ihe had governed 
with fo much glory i ncglcfted by that 

prince^ 
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prince on whom (he had bcftowed a throne's 
reduced to requeftv to fubmir, and evin 
expofed to a refufal of her juft rights. The 
privileges and immunities of her palace, tod, 
were difputed ; her aftions reftrained ; heft 
conduft blamed ; and her life rendered ni?- 
ferable by every poffible means. She im'- 
plored the pope's affiftance, but obtained 
no redrefs. 

Chriftina's principal occupation was fOr 
lifciting the payment of her revenue •, to ef- 
fect this, Ihefent her fecretary William Da- 
vifon, a Swede, to the king, with letters of 
credence to give authenticity to' his mif- 
fion : but this ambaffador having followed 
the example of his fovereign in becoming a 
catholic, Charles Guftavus refufed to fee 
him, or grant any of his demands, unlefs he 
abjured his new religionf. In this exigence 
Chriftina wrote to her miniftcr ; *' I think 
" you fo little calculated for a martyr, 
that I will not advife you to expofe 
yourfelf to the danger of committing a 
difhonourable aftibn in order to fave your 
life. Honour and life ace two thing* 
which, in my opinion, merit our atten-* 

tion, Never let the king of Sweden's 
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*• menaces (hake your iniegrity ; return, 
<' but return free from the guilt of a bafe 
** or timid aftion ; bring me indifputable 
*♦ atteftations that you have lived a true 
^Vcartholic, and if I Oiould ever be rc- 
.«' duccd to a morfcl of bread, I will divide 
** it with you ; I will die rather than not 
*' affift you : but if either the fear of pu- 
" nifliment, or hope of reward, have power 
.** to corrupt your fidelity, or deter you from 
** your duty, be aflured I will punifli this 
*' affroiit to virtue ; and that all the power 
*^ of 4^ king of Sweden will be infufficient 
" to pC^yent my juft revenge, Ihould you 
** fly iilto his arms for Ihelter!" 

Davifon accordingly returned to Rome, 
implicitly obeying the queen, though oblig- 
ed to dejcrt her intcreft. She wanted to pen- 
fuade the world, and particularly Sweden, 
that lifrreligiojLis condudt was uninfluenced 
by incpnftancy or levity. 

Thed,?ath of Charles Guftavus king of 
Sweden left the ftrengthof that kingdom cx- 
hauftcdby fucceflive, tho* viftorious, wars 
and the heir to the crown a minor. Chrif- 
4ina wrote to duke John Adolphus, the 
young monarch's uncle and preceptor, re- 
, ' a commending 
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commending an indefatigable attention to 
his education. She complained of the un* 
juft forgetfulnefs of obligations in the late 
king, and renewed her applications to the 
prefcnt not to neglcft her interett : at the 
fame time informing him of her intention 
to vifit Sweden again, and regulate her af- 
fairs with the cbuncil of regenc)t. Nor was 
fhe dilatory in thfr execution of this defign •, 
for taking leave of the pope, flic began her 
journey, with a fmall train of attendants, on 
the 20th of July. Cardinal Azzolini diP 
miffed part of her officers of ftate, and Icf- 
fc'ned her houfliold. He fold her equipages, 
and much of her valuable furniture, to acquit 
her engagements. The queen travelled with 
great expedition through Nurcmburgh, 
retting at.Hamburgh, where the troops of 
the city and principal citizens rendered her 
royal honours. 

The queen's arrival, cfpccially during a 
minority, was dreaded in Sweden j there 
might be room for apprehenfions of her 
forming a defign to reafcend the throne, 
fliould the young-king happen to die ; or 
that her partizans might encourage an at- 
tempt torcfumc the government, tvtn*\n 
K 6 his 
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his life-time. Her negotiations, however^ 
were fuccc&ful in prevailing with many of 
the principal Swedes to difpofe the fenate 
and ftates to give her a favourable recep- 
tion, in defiance of the apparent oppofition, 
in thofe who were at the head of affairs* 
Leaving Hamburgh, and pafling through 
Holftein, (he came to the iQe of Funcn» 
accompanied by M. Terlon, the French 
ambaflador. When the king of Denmark 
was acquainted with Chriftina's arrival in his 
dominions, he fcnt his grand-treafurcr to 
meet and invite her to Copenhagen. The 
royal family, atende4 by the court, received 
her without the city in a very fplendid manr 
fier. She afterwards embarked in a galley 
for Scania, ahd flopped at Helmftadt, 
where marftial Linde came to compliment 
her in the name of the king of Sweden, his 
mother, the queen regent, and the fenate. ' 
The mar&al, purfuant to his particular in- 
ftruftions, endeavoured to prevail with her 
not to advance farther into the kingdom ; 
but her majefty, difregarding his ad- 
vice, affiduoufly purfued her journey to 
Stockholm : there (he was met by the fc- 
nators and council of regency, with the ci- 

Cizena 
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^zens, and the military forces under aftos-^ 
in regular array -, the report of cannon, and . 
the found of warlike inflruments, were min* 
gled with the acclamations of the people, , 
on her entrance into the capital. . His ma- - 
jelly and the qjaeen-mother< condufted. 
Chriftina to her former royaf apartment. 
She injudicioufly ere£ted an- altar, and had . 
mafs celebrated in a hall of the caftle every, 
day: the Pro&eftant clergy condemned hcrr 
behaviour, and declaimed againft the fcan- 
dal of it from the pulpit; The afFedion of 
the Swedes infenfibly cooled 5 they even ^ 
conceived ^n averfion for this profelyte to 
the Catholic faith : in abandoning her re- 
ligion, (he irreparably injured her intereft . 
and pretenfions. Every perfon who quits 
the eftablifhed church of Sweden, forfeits 
his eftate and privileges ; according to a law 
which the fenace recalled to her m^efty*s 
remembrance : they removed the altar for 
the celebration of ma(s; and the ftates 
likewife infifted on a difmiffipn of the 
priefts and Italians in hter train. Thofe 
rights and revenues refervcd l)y Chriftina 
at her abdication, were confirmed and re* 
ncwed, only, under the title of favour, and. 
§ . ^ yoluntarjr 
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voluntary conceflion of the (enate and the 
feveral orders of the kingdom, as an ac« 
knowledgement for thofe fervices which her 
anceftors, and the queen herfelf, had ren« 
dered to the nation. They exaded, be* 
fides, a frefli renunciation of the crown, 
which flic confentcd to, not feeing any op- 
portunity of giving confcquence to her pre- 
tenfions; and retired to Norkoping, to 
wait there the total decifion of her affairs. 
In this city ftie chofe to give farther proofs 
of her zeal for the catholic faith, by hear- 
ing mafsconftantly, andconfefllng and com- 
municating at Eafter. The fenate of Swe- 
den again obliged her to defift from thefe 
zSts of devotion, and the queen faw herfelf 
under the neceffity of obeying the orders of 
an aflembly to which fhe had once given 
law ! If her eoiiverfion was fincere, the fii- 
crifices flic made to religion were worthy 
of their objeft ; but if levity or policy was 
the fpring that regulated her conduft, this 
princefs was equally guilty and unfortu- 
nate. The bilhop of Abo reprefents her 
under the latter appearance ; he. wrote, 
and publifhed to the world, that he had 
feen the daughter of Guftavus give indubi- 
table 
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table proofs of repenting her change of re- 
ligioa; that (he pouced forth fighs, and 
ibed tears! Difcourfes like thefe fenfiUy 
offended the queen ;, (he feared they nsigbt 
awaken fufpicions in the court ofRome, 
and injure, ia the higheft degree, the fu- 
ture repofe and happinefs of her life*. She 
wrote the king a menacing letter againft 
this imprudent prelate, .demanding imme- 
diate fatisfaftion^ proportionate t& the hei- 
noufnefsofthe affront; protefting (he would 
execute her own vengeance, if thisinfolence 
was fufiered with impunity. Chriilina re* 
ceived aflurances of fuch redrefs as was 
confiftent with the laws of the country ; 
but thefe laws left the affair undecided, and 
the accufed perfon was afterwards pro- 
moted to the bifhoprick of Linkoping. 

1 66 1. At the termination of the diet, 
the funeral of the late king was folemntzed 
with the greateft magnificence. Chriftina 
axtended the proceflion at the fide of prince 
John Adolphus i but (he went out of the 
church with her attendants when the Pro- 
teftant minifter began to preach the funeral 
fermon. Soon after, taking leave of the 

king 
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king and. the quecn-mother, (he fet out 
from Stockholm with the fame honours 
fhe had received at her entrancej pafling the 
^winter at Norkoping, a city appertaining to 
her jurifdiftion, lA order for the due cele- 
bration of mafsin her caftle, (he had re- 
tained the French ambaffador's almoner,-. 
who faid it publickly. This was a frefh 
difturbance to ' the court, the fcnate, and 
clergy, who again forbad her tlie cxercife of 
her religion. On thefe repeated prohibitions . 
the queen wrote to the fenator Baat, go-- 
vernor-general of her domains, " Thepro- 
'^ceedings of the court of Sweden aftonilh * 
**^ me I Well aflured that I have merited i 
*<- civiller treatment, I make this laft eEFort 
** to foftcn the difpofition of my inveterate • 
'• enemies-r- — If the minifters of foreign- 
" princes did not enjoy this very privilege, 
**• I fliould not complain ^ but to be treat- - 
" ed with greater indignity than the moft 
•'' infignificant envoy, is a rebellion againfl;^ 
•*' reafon, as it wounds the rights of man- - 
•" kind, and is repugnant to all laws divine 

•«« and human In the name of God, do 

«« not fuffcr mj^ country to become an abc- 

;* minatioa 
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^' mination to the earth, by the guilt of fo. 
•* (hameful an aftion ! and prevent an in- 
** ftance of fuch unexampled difrcfpedt to a 

*' princefs who never deferved it Since 

"* to profefs the fame faith with people on 
«* the other fide the mountain, is an objec-. 
«« tion fufficient to deftroy all hope of fuc- 
" ceflion in Sweden, what could I do more 
^ tofatisfy the ftates than give them acon-r. 
'* firmaiion of relinquifhing all future pre- 
*' tenfionstothe crown ? Endeavour to dif- 
** pofe my affairs in a manner that may al- 
** low me to depart with all pofllble expe- 
•editions, when they are fettled, I will not re- 
•* main a ihoment longer in this place/* 
Complaints and reprefentatiatis like thefe 
produced, the defi red effeft, and the con- 
dudt of the regency became more gentle- 
and moderate. "Chriftina exprefled her fatis- 
faftion: (he left Sweden in May 1661,, 
and returned to Hamburgh, where (he - 
remained near a twelvemontl^. It was . 
during this interim that Ihe began a ne- . 
gotiation with feveral courts of Europe: 
to procure the Roman Catholics a free- 
cxcrcifc of their religion in this. Protef- - 

tgntt 
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tant tountries of Germany, and more 
cfpccially at Hamburgh, and in the king- 
dom of Denmark. On this fubjedk fhe ad- 
drcffcd the emperor, the kings of France 
and Spain, and the Pope. Thefe potentates 
did not lend a favourable ear to Chri(\ina's 
dcfircs -, unwilling to appear intermeddling 
in the adminiftration of foreign dates, and 
fearing, with reafon, that the Proteftants 
would demand in return liberty of cgn- 
fcicnce, and the right of publickly profcf* 
fing their belief in Catholic countries. The 
queen, ill-fupported in this projeft, found 
obftacles and difficulties every- where, which 
cooled her zeal, and induced her to make 
her particular interefts more the objeds of 
her confideration. Accordingly fhe applied 
her whole care to domeftic regulations, 
and the fecurity of her revenues i flae fet- 
tled a plan with Texeira, her banker, for 
receiving her income with punftuality *, but 
the misfortunes of war, of which part of 
her territories had been the feat, caufed an 
unavoidable diminution in her revenues* 
The queen went fometimes to Bremen and 
Verdenji ?itica appertoining. to the Swedes, 

where 
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where (he was treated with the honours 
of fovereignty. The alchymift Borri, a 
man infatuated with the fearch of the 
philofophcr's (tone, was then at Ham- 
burgh. He had the art to perfuade this 
princefs, always eager in purfuit of know* 
ledge, and new difcoveries, to venture a 
confiderable fum of money for the profe- 
cution of this marvellous work ! The 
cunning knave enriched himfelf by the \ 
credulity of the dupes he made, of whom 
Chriftina and his Danifli majefty were 
. the greateft enthufiafts. Somebody calls 
alchymy " A pleafure for princes j** and 
indeed a numerous lift may be produced of 
Oionarchs who have buried much time and 
wealth in this fruidefs purfuit. But if the 
alchymiils have always been deceived in 
the objeft of their curiofity, it muft be ac- ' 
knowledged we are indebted ta them for 
many incerefting difcoveries which they did 
not feek, and for advancements in chymiftry 
which they did not underftand. Thus it 
has frequendy happened, that the firft ftep 
in the fciences has been made by igno* 
ranee. 

1662. 
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1662^ The queei> interefttd herfelfr 
,extremcly in the misfortunes of count ^ 
Ulfeldt: that reftlefsj ambitious s lord i 
firft offended the king of Denmark, 
whofe fubjcifV he was ; . and afterwards • 
the king of Sweden,, who afforded him 
an afylum- io his kingdom.*. '' li will ^ 
" not encreafe your* chagrin, fays this prin- 
** cefs in. a letter to him, by doleful lamen- 
** tations^, which, tome, appear unworthy 
"of ypuc charafter;,! am convinced nei- 
*^ theff itnprifonraenc nor death have any 
*^ thing.jn them fo terrible, but confolation 
*« may be . found . ih . ohc*s own breaft to 
** blunt the point of their damis ; and I be- 
'f lieve, when a heart is formed like yours^. 
** free from, the ftain of guilt, it is almoft: 
** impoffible for it ' ta be unhaj^y. My 
** only reafon for writing is, to give you 
*^thc ftrongeft affurancc th^t Fortune, in^ 
** depriving you of liberty, can never rob ^ 
*^ you of my friendftirp and efteem.**^ The 
c|ueen, when Ihe fat on the throne of^ 
Sweden, had openly granted him her pro- 
teftion, and .now endeavoured to fupport 

hijn> 
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.him by her recommendation : yet hiftdry 
pofitivcly aceufes Ulfcldt of having con* 
fpired the dcttruftion of the ftate, and 
,thac of a, king who loaded him with 
honours and benefadtions. After Hying 
for refuge into Sweden, he was fufpedled of 
a defign to betray Malmoe to the Danes:: 
Charles Guftavus^ who had made him his 
prime-minifter, put him under confine- 
ment ; he deceived the vigilance of his 
guards, and made his cfcapc to Copen- 
.hagen, where he recovered his former fa- 
vour ; but falling into new intrigues, he 
was profcribed and condemned to death. 
Ulfeldt had rccourfe to flight, and be- 
came a wanderer, with his family ; travel- 
ling under the charafter of tutor to the 
young lords his fons : but at laft, he pe- 
rilhed through cold and hunger, and was 
buried at the foot of a tree. The queen 
extended her friendfhip to the widow and 
.children of this Danifli noble, and allowed 
them a penfion. During her refidence in pro* 
teftant ftates, Chriftina endeavoured to gain 
converts. She engaged the learned Peter 
:Lambeciuf, profeffor at Hamburgh, ta 

follow 
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follow her to Rome: the difficulties of pre- 
vailing on him to quit his country and re* 
ligion were the more eafily furmounted, as 
he had a fwarm of enemies inccflantly per- 
iecuting him, and an old, crofs, covetous 
wife, who rendered his life infupportable. 
Lambecius's abjuration proved advan* 
tageous to his fortune, for the emperor 
fent for him to Vienna, and appointed him 
his chief librarian. 

The queen retained one Galdenblad at 
her court, whofe principal commiffion was 
to convert, either by arguments or bribes, 
fuchSwedifh Lutherans ascuriofity brought 
to Rome. This Galdenblad had been fent 
in his youth by Chriftina, with fcveral more 
young perfons, to the Jefuics college, and 
had been educated in the Roman- catholic 
tenets. Many of thofe converfions might 
be fincere, but as many certainly were the 
cffeft of intereftcd views. 

GaldenliSad was always applying for mo* 
ney lo make prpfelytes, and necefEty often 
obliged the queen to anfwer, *^ It is not 
** good- will that fails me, but nwney •, if 
« God gives to me, I will give to others !*• 

More 
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More tranquil in regard to her aflfairs, (he 
again profecuted her (ludies. Her palace 
at Rome became an academy and the rendez- 
vous of men of genius ; but notwithftand- 
ing the prevalence of this tafte foi litera- 
ture, the queen ftill perfevered in employ- 
ing her mediation for foreign ftates. She 
deputed count Galeazzo Gualdo to folicit 
fuccours at the different courts of Europe* 
for the republic of Venice, then at .war 
with the Turks. This ambaffador of a 
queen without a crown, or without power, 
gained little confideration. Even the re- 
public of Venice feemed to difcountenance 
his proceedings, not caring to give him cre- 
dential letters : fo that it was faid with rea- 
fon of Chriftina, ** That a queen without a 
<< kingdom was like a divinity without a 
*• temple, to whom mankind would foon 
** ceafe to offer adoration and facrifice.'* 
Chriftina, reduced to the empty name of 
fovereign, would yet interfere in accommo- 
dating a difference between the court of 
France and that of Home. The occafion 
of the difagreemdht was a quarrel amongft 
the fervaots of the duke of Crequi, ambafTa- 

dor 
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xlor from LouisXIV. and the Corficans who 
compofed the pope's guard, Thefe fol- 
diers invefted . the duke's palace, infulted 
his perfon, and carried their infolence fo 
far, that in the public ftreets they fired fe- 
'veral mulkets at the coach which the 
dutchefs his wife was in* For this infuh 
fatisfadlion was demanded by the duke of 
Crequi ; and as he could pot obtain any 
adequate to the offence, LouisXIV, recal- 
led him, entered the principality of Avig-^ 
non, and marched his troops towards 
Rome. 

1 663, The fovereign pontiff was alarnii- 
^d i Chriftipa wrote to the king, and fent a 
plenipotentiary to his minifter ;. but that 
young monarch, fenfible of the flighteft 
affront to his honour and dignity, appear- 
ed but little difpofed to liften to her re- 
monftrances, and exprefTed his difapproba- 
tion of the careful counfel (he gave him in 
this affair : the queen apprehended, that as 
her. conduct was become fufpicious to the 
court of France, the king might complain 
of it in Sweden, and occafion the fcqueflra- 
tion of her revenues. Alarmed with this 

imaginary 
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imaginary terror, which was cncrcafcd by 
popular rumours, flic wrote to the governor- 
general of her domains in thefoliowing man- 
ner : *' I cannot believe that either the king, 
^* or the regency of Sweden will allow the 
^ king of France to affume to himfelf any 
*' pretentions of power over mc, as if I 
*' were a dependant on that crown ; a cir- 
*« cumftance incompatible with my birth 
•* and regal quality ; fince, in thofe refpefts, 
-" I am the equal of all the monarchs upon 
" earth : nor do I acknowledge a foperior 
** but God alone." It is obfervable that, 
after her abdication, the queen was tena- 
cious of her rights on every inconfider- 
able occafion -, and far more anxious to 
fupport the prerogatives of royalty than 
when feated on the throne of Sweden. 

About this time his holinefs declared his 
intention of making a vifit to the queen of 
Sweden at her palace. On receiving no- 
tice of it from the cardinal who preceded 
him flie faid, * Unde hoc tnihiy quod Domi^ 
nu3 mens veniat ad me f nonfum digna quod 
intr^l fub teStum meunt. Her apartment 

' f St, Luke^s Cofpel^ cbap. i. yer. 4ji 

L was 
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was adornc4 with a /nagnificeut canopy for 
the reception of the fovereign pontiff; the 
queen advanced to tneet hira, bending one 
knee to the ground to receive his beaexiic- 
tiori ; (he then led hiaa to bis feat, walking 
on the left hand : their convcrfation lafted 
an hour and half, turning principally upon 
the Corfican affair. The pope then took a 
view of the piftures and fplendid curiofi- 
ties that ornamented the queen's palace, 
and returned to the Vatican. Cbtiftina's 
mediation proving unfuccefsful, the Pope 
■was at laft obliged to appeafe the French 
monarch by fubmitting to the condi- 
tions prefcribed. Accordingly he fent bis 
nephew cardinal Flavio Chigi, and cardinal 
I^renzolmperiali, the governor of Rome-, 
to make apologies in the name of his holi- 
BcTs i the CorQcaa guards were baniflied j 
and the king farther exaded, that a pillar 
{hould be erefted at Rome, with an infcnp-- 
tion, teftifying the infult committed on th« 
rigbtiof men in the perfon of the king of 
France's «mbaffador, and the public fattsr 
fadion infifted upon by Louis XIV. Pofli- . 
bly Chriftina was not forry her negotiation 
proved ineffeftual, or. that the pope was 
*^ humbled. 
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liutnWed. She had caufc to complain of 
the arrogant and treacherous difpofition of 
Alexander VH. who, on his part, had beeh 
mortified in. finding Chriftina's inflv^ence 
fuperior to his own, and in being reduced to 
circumftances that obliged him to thank 
her for her fervices, and the kttcrs fhe 
wrote in his favour, 

1664. Chiftina was in a fituation little 
agreeable to her temper. She was fenfiblc 
to a varictf of difquicting reflexions that 
.agitated her mind inceflantly. Love of her 
country, anxiety about her fortune, the de- 
fire, perhaps, to refume the throne (he had 
refigned, and, more than all thcfe con fide- 
rations, thataverfion (he had conceived for 
the Roman poritifi^, a fufpicious, pecviih, old 
man, awakened in her a wifh to return to 
Sweden. For its accomplilhmenr, (he de- 
puted Adami, her matter of the horfe, to ne- 
gotiate her return, and to obtain free exer- 
cife of the Catholic religion not only for 
Tierfelf but her retinue. The regency faw 
with apprehenfion thefe frequent precipi* 
tate journeys of ^ the daughter of Guftavus, 
who had governed the nation with fo much 
L 2 wifdom 
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ivifdom and reputation, that all good citi- 
zens mufl revere the rcnienfjbrancc of her 
reign. The young king was of a delicate 
conftitution, and Chriftina might, not im- 
prolJably, be fufpedled of fchemes of aiyibi- 
tion. The Swcdifli miniftry drd not, there* 
fore, omit taking advantage of this prin- 
ccfs's change of religion to embitter the 
minds of the fenate and the people againft 
hen They infinuated that the example and 
advice of this apoftate qi!keen might work 
an alteration in the religious principles of 
their monarch, whofe pliant age was fufcep- 
tible to every impreflion. They induftri- 
pufly fpread a report, likcwife, that Chrif- 
tina would appear in the charafter of a Po- 
pilh miffionary, and endeavour by the arts 
of perfuafion, or the fedudlion of prcfents~ 
and promifes, to introduce the Roman-, 
catholic worlhip into Sweden. By fuch 
artifices they difcouraged her intended 
return •, and, in order to fhock the na- 
tural freedom and ihdependence of her 
charafter, they limited her future refidence 
to the hardeft conditions they could pre- 
fcribc *, the fenate i)rohibiiing both the 

admmion 
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admifliJn of Italian prlefts, and the public 
cxercife of her religion according to the 
Roman ritual. 

1665. While Chriftina waited in Rome 
for the fuccefs of this application, (he de- 
voted herfclf with her accuftomed ardour 
to the ftudyof the fciences, to her tafte for 
the fin^ arts, and the converfation of me;> 
of literary fame She ordered a medal to 
be (truck with the word Makehs infcribcd 
in Greek charaftcrs, over a Phoenix ex- 
tended on its funeral pile. She gave this 
word to all the learned antiquarians to ex^ 
plain, who compofed a number of profound 
diflcrtations upon the fubjeft, every one 
hazarding his own explication, and fup- 
porting it by weighty arguments. This 
was a pleafantry unpardonable in a fove- 
reign whofe will was a command, and who 
ought not have thrown that erudition into 
ridicule which (he had always honoured 
and proteded. The confufion of the Li- 
terati, who had employed fo much time 
and fagacity in the interpretation of a word 
not to be found in the Greek language, 
yras inexpre(ribley whea the queen informed 
L 3 thcoj 
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them that Makelcs was aSwcdifh term, figni- 
fying cither without a rival in excellence^ 
or without a mate ; which correfponded ta 
the device on the medal, of a phoenix 
ftrctched on her funeral pile j and had alfo 
an allufion to the queen, reprefcntcd on ihc 
reverfe, under the character of Minerva. 

Some difFcrefiCcs arofe between Chriftina 
and the city of Hamburgh, relating to the 
rich jew Texcira, her correfpondent and 
banker, on whom fee had conferred the 
title of refident. The rjnagiftrates refufed 
to Texcira thofc honours and privileges 
enjoyed by the ambafiaddrs of foreigr> 
princes J they even Infifted on his never 
removing from the city but with their con* 
firnt. Chriftina engaged the king of5we* 
den to defend the rights of a crowned head, 
the dsUighter of Guftavus : at -the fame 
lime, ihc wrote a letter, or rather a mani- 
/cfto, to the magiflratts, protefting againft 
the violence oiFered to her refident, and 
againft the attempts to difpofllfs her of 
thoft privileges which her birth and rank 
gave her a r^ght to demand. By this ex- 
ertion Ihe did hcffcif juftice, and ber mi* 

niilers 
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niftcn were henceforth treated with tb« 
fame refpcA as tbofe of other fovercigns. 

1 666, The queen, purfoanc to her de» 
termination, left Rome and went lo Ham- 
burgh, which being one of the Hanfi 
towns, afforded her the liberty (he fought^ 
uoihackled from all that deference which 
jnonarchical (tares require ; its {Proximity 
to Sweden was likewifc partkolarly conve-, 
nient for maintaining a {peedy and unin* 
terrupced correfpondence with that king- ^ 
dom, where (he was involved in perpetual 
negotiations for the remittance of thdfc re- 
venues purchafed at the price of her crown ; 
and this continual delay, or diminution, 
under a thoufand pretexts, gave hei' fcvere 
caufe to apprehend her inconrie would^ 
(hortiy, be infufficient to fupport her rank j 
and that fhs fbould be again at the mercy 
of the Pope*s liberality, or that of fome 
other beneficent prince. In this manner 
the circumftances of her domeftic affairs 
created her more care and anxiety than (he 
had fled from in abdicating the throne t 
The daughter of Guftavus, who once be- 
held herfelf quetn of a powerful nation, 
L 4 ruling 
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ruling h with glory, and giving laws to Ei>- 
rope, was now reduced to flatter xhc miniftry 
and fcnate of Sweden j to throw herfclf 
under their pro^edion, in order to folicii 
bterefis of the moft preffing import : 
was (he inclined to make any new regula* 
lion in the difpofition of her affairs, fhe was 
imm^diat^lX ' contradlfted, oppofed, and 
reminded by tJic regency .of the terms of 
her abdication. Almoft all her letters are a 
feries of complaints, proteftations, and re<- 
monflrances, evidently difcovering how bit^ 
terly ihe repented that imprudent renunci- 
ation pf a dignity fo agreeable to her birth 
and genius. One d^, in examining the 
cabinet of a virtuofo at Hamburgh, {he 
met with a.nvedal ftruck upon herabdica^ 
tion ; Ihc threw it from her with indigna- 
tion; yet in general (he ftrove to diffi*? ^ 
pate, or at leaft, to diflemble her difqdi- 
ittude, by giving entertainments, balls, and 
operas at her palace, in which fhe exhibited 
and danced in company with perfons of the 
firft diftinftion in the plac^. 

Chriftina again acquainted the king and 
the regency of Sweden with her refoliuion 

10 
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to take a journey into that kingdom ; " I 
•* hope, faid (he to M.deTcrlon, the French 
•' ambaflador, they will have fo much fricnd- 
^\ (hip and confideracion for me as not to make 
•* any artful cavils about the folcmnization 
" of n*afs ; but if, contrary to my cxpefta- 
*' tion, they fhould oppofe it, I am rcfolv- 
**.cd to abandon every thing and return 
**jnftantly back." She fct out from Ham- 
burgh^ crofllng Holftein and Denmark, and 
failed over to Sweden in a galley that wait* 
cd to convoy her, at Elfincur. 

The reception this queen met with in 
foreign countries was not fo inhofpitable as 
in that where flie had reigned ; the re- 
gency fent a courier to m«et her at Ngr- 
koping, to declare their determination noi 
CO fuSer any Catholic prieft in her train i 
requeuing her at the fame time, if (he had 
admitted any foch, to difmifshim, otherwife 
they could not difpenfe with proceeding 
againft him according to the laws of the 
kingdom. 

The baron de Sparre, who was alfo cm- 
ployed by the regenry, had a very warm, 
coverfation with the queea on the affront 
* L5 tLtf 



d by Google 



aa6 HrSTORr or CHRISTINA, 
that was ofFcrcd her ; on the prcfent form of 
the SwcdHh government •, and on her pre- 
tcnfions and right to the crown,, (hould the 
young krng, Charles XL chance to die. 
On reprcfcnting to her thac difference of 
religion would always be a weighty ob- 
Aacle ; &e faid, that fbouid her wifhes evef 
lead her towanda the throne, (he would con* 
ftrain none of her fubjeAs to profefs the 
Roman*cathotic faitk ; and might with pro- 
priety adopt marflial Turenne's words, "1 
'* am a Catholic^ but my fword is truljr 
** Calvinift.** She dwelt long upon the 
ncceffiiy of prefervbg in unanimity among 
the ftatcs of the kingdorn v upon the.moft 
eligible methods to fupport the antient fa-^ 
milies, and to regulate the irmy v upon 
what meafures were bed adapted to the ex- 
tcnfion of commerce iti the cities, the di- 
minution of taxes in the nation, and the 
afcertaining the circulation and value of the 
current coin. Difcontented as this prin- 
ccfs was with the proceedings of the mi* 
niflry, ihc had caufc to be fatisficd with 
thofe of the populace. She (aw the people 
tunning in crowds to attend her -, flic hean* 
I them 
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ffcem recall the remembrance of her reJgn 
with regret, and break into compJaints of 
the new adminiftration*. This was the moft 
flattering panegyric the puWic voice could 
beftowt 

Yet, finding the feiwte perfcvcred m 
prefling the difcharge of Jier almoner, (he 
gave fudden orders for her departure -, and 
fending back the retinue that the king had 
ordered to attend her, fiie returned with 
precipitation to Hamburgh. Her firft at^ 
tention was to expoftulate on the conduft 
of the regency, and the little perfonal con* 
fideracion they paid hen But there (bon 
appeared in Sweden a nsiemorial, or^ more 
properly, a manifefto, acquainting the peo^ 
pie with the many diflurbances which 
might arife from.tbe^prelence ot this red* 
kfs, inconftam, ambitious princefs. Chrif* 
^ina only oppofed filence and patience to 
thefi; declannatioos ^ waiting at Hamburgh 
for the &rft meeting of the Swediffi dates, 
when (he flattered berfelf with the hopfes of 
obtaining a more honourable and advan- 
tageous convention. 

I>6 Chrittijia 
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Chriftina polTeflcd fuch ai> uncocnmoil 
degree of fcnribiUcy, that the fmalleft errors 
in ciomeftic occurrences -appeared a capital 
crime i^ her eyes. Ill-fortune had given a kind 
of afperity to her difpofidon, fo that on the 
llighceft offences (he would break out into 
ftorms of paffion. In relation to a mufician 
who left her court for thai of the ddke of 
Savoy, (he writes thus : ** It is my plea- 
*^ fure all tbofe k may concern (hould be 
^^ informed, that I will never confent Anto« 
^* nino Rivani (hall quit my fervice for aw* 
*^ other \ that he lives only to contribute 
^^ to my amufement ^ and that if he does 
** not fing in my prefcncc, he (hall not fing 
•* longiti the prefence of any other prince.— 
'' Should if even be aflerted that he has loft 
^^ his voice, itwillbeofnofigni&cationifor,. 
** whatever condition he may be in, I (hall ini- 
;*' nft upon his fpending his days in^ myfer* 
•* vice, or vengeance (hall overtake him." 

Always occupied with ideas of glory 
and grandeur, Chriftina cxpr^^lTed an incli- 
nation to have the hifiory of her reign in> 
nriortalizcd fey fome writer of genitw : She 
engaged the learned Vofljus in this under- 
taking. 
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taking, "I have rcrtarkedv faid the queen 
•* to him, that either ignorance or env^ 
•• have taken pleafure to conceal, or ofe- 
^^ fcure the grcateft and moft fplendid ao- 
*• tions of my reign. You have been an 
** ocular witncfe of its unparalleled felicity ; 
»• of you therefore I demand reparation, in 
•« the name of Truth, to whom every hif* 
** torian ought to render homage. 1 re* 
** queftonly a fimple detail of fads, which 
•**will be unfufpeftcd of partiality, becaufe 
«* all the world knows that the prefent ca- 
•*'lamit!es of Sweden have reduced me to a 
♦• fituatioh incapable of paying the price of 
•*Mncenfe.** Inconfcquence ofthis requcft, 
VoflSus began the hiftory of Chriftina; but 
the uncxpedted death ofthis princefs put a 
ftop to his progrefs in the work. 

1668. When the ftates aflfcmbled at 
Stockholm, they were unable to rcfufe an 
acknowledgement of the juftice of Chrifti- 
na*s complaints and demands. They dif- 
approved that fpecies of perfecution prac- 
tifcd by the regency, and fome of the fe- 
nators, of depriving the queen of the en- 
tire diredion and difpofal of thofe funds 
^ " appropriated 
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appropriated ta Eer iuppoct* Ail (he or^ 
ders, even the dergjr, oocwithftaoding the 
alteration in religion, befiowed a degree of 
|>mfe on theg^reat a&umsof her reigo^ and 
on the perfonal virtues of ChrU^na. Thejr 
unanimoufly agreed, alwajFS car kn^e her 
the liberty of enjpying without refiraioi or 
mokftation thole revenuea for whjch (he 
abdicated the throne*. 

Alexander VIL was nowdead,aiid cardinal 
Julio RofpiglioG waa raiTed tothe pontificate 
by thenameof Clement IX. Theq.ueen^tho" 
in a Proteftant country, teftificd by feafts and 
public rejoicings herfatisfadionat the pro- 
motion of Clement IX. for whom (be ak 
ways had much cfteem and attachment. 
The front of her palace was Uluminat^d|^ 
and magnificent fireworks were exhibited $. 
in the decorations of which were difpUyed 
the arms of the new Pope, his virtues, and 
the vidory gsuned by the church of Rome 
over error, and particularly over the htttCf 
of Lutheranifm r fix hundred lamps were 
employed to form the letters of his holi- 
nefs's name. A fpedacle like this ap^ 
pcared an intuit in the eyes of the populace 
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of Hamburgjb, already betted by clie wine 
cbat had bcea copieufly diftribui^ aojongfk 
tbecn \ the decorations were bnoke m pieces* 
ky a fet of riotous perfoas, and the ccinti- 
Bcls carried off; but herma)eft/s palace 
was fumiflied wiih anununitioo and artil^ 
)ery furfficlenft to fupport a kind of ikge» as^ 
Ibe n)ight very naturaUy cxped Ibme com* 
modon would happen. The queers ordered 
the mufqueteers to fire upon the feditiouf 
multitucte^ which killed fome and wounded 
others* Irritated ftiU more by this pror 
ceeding^ the mob carried things to extre«^ 
mity, broke all the windows of the palace^^ 
endeavoured to burfl: opea the doors, threat^r 
eniog to plunder the apartments^ and (cizc 
the queen's perfon* In this dilemma^ 
Chriftina efcaped in difguife to the houlr 
of the Swedi(h refident. The governor of 
the caftle^ at the head of his troops, and 
wirh the officers of the militia, commanded 
the rioters to dfperfe : the tumult ceafcd^ 
and the queen ordered a fum of money to* 
be diftributed amongftthe wounded : wdrki- 
men were feveral days employed in repair^ 
ihg the palace } and when It was in order 

* to 
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to receive her, the magiftrates recondufted 
Cbriftina in a triumphant manner through 
the midft of anenraged populace, trembling 
with rage at the fight, butv not daring to 
difturb the proceflion. She remained fome 
time longer at Hamburgh, expefiing the 
conclufion of her affairs in Sweden^ 

Chriftina ftill kept up. a coriefpondence 
with Dr. Bourdelot, who had undertaken 
to give her a particular account of the news 
of the court of France, and of the works 
of literature pubHftied in that kingdom. 
She gives this Angular anfwcr to one of his 
letters. " You do me a particubr plea- 
•* furc by not fending aH the triffiog ftuff 
« compofcd on the campaign in Flanders. — 
«^ I admire glorious anions as much as any 
•• body, but I deteft panegyric. My love 
«• for fatyr is fo ftrong, that I am pkafed 
" even with reading pieces where 1 am the 
•* fubjcft-, thcirnumber. Heaven bepraifccf, 
♦* is fufficiently confiderable to afford me 
** conftant food for laughter at my own 
M cxpence, after laughing for fo many years 
•• at that of others : I fay at my own ex- 
;* pence, becaufe all the authors I have 

feea 
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^ feen are fo ftupidly. impertinent, that it 
" would have been an impoflibility for me 
** to have read their worksj if they had not 
" abufed me ! 

" As to what regartls Bcnferadi, you be- 
•• lievc with reafon that every thing he 

•* writes will pleafc me. 1 fuppofe 

" you fent me L'Aunois* phyfical eflays to 
«* prejudice me in his favour*, I Ihall be, 
** obliged to you to fend me the whole 
^ work. The pcrplc^city of my affairs con- 
•* fines me here, at Hamburgh, this wirt- 
." ter : the only confolation to be cxpcded, 
•* is letters from Rome, and books from 
** France. 

'* The transfufion of the blood feems a 
** wonderfully ingenious hypothefis ; but I 
*^ (houkl not care to try the experiment, for 
^\ fear of degenerating into a mere animal ; . 
*' in cafe of fuch a metamorphofis, a lion 
*^ would be my choice, in order to avoid the 
** danger of being devoured by my fellow- 

«* brutes. 1 am pretty well in health, 

<( and make a jeft of pbyfic and phyiicians ; 
** but to enjoy it in a ftate of pcrfeftion, 
" my foyereign mcdiciac is to breathe the 
« air of Rome,** The 
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The queen had fome enemies, who were 
concerting roeans to do her iU offices in the 
affembly of the ftatcsywhen hcraffarrs (bould 
come under confideration. :This became 
the objeft of a frefli and important negoti- 
ation, and occafioned her fending Rofen- 
back, in the character of minifter and agenr, 
to the court of Sweden. The greateft part 
of her letters to him are ftiH extant '5 but 
Ihc frequently makes ufe of a private cy- 
pher when £bc bas a mind to cxpFei^ ht)r 
ientiments with unrcfervfd freedom. Count 
de la Gardie, the grand-chancellor, was, 
nvore than all the reft, JnvctCTate in his re- 
fentment to Chriftina ; he ftill remembered 
tbofc affronts received at the tonclufion of 
lier reign, and employed all bis credit m 
defeating ; her views, accufing her of de- 
signs to tear the crown fnMi the brow of 
the young monircb Cbarks XL He cven^ 
forced Appelman, aperfon who trzAhStcd 
her affairs in Sweden, to give evidence 
againft her, as if (he bad entrufted him wittk 
this pro)ea. On being informed of this 
deteftably cruel accufauon, calculated ta 
ruin htr reputation, Chriftina wrote to the 

grand 
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grand-trcafurcr in this manner. " Ac- 

** cuftomed to obferve that my charader is 
** frequently miftaken, I ought not to de- 
" bafe myfelf by condefcending to juftify 
** it ; yet I cannot forbear telling you, my 
*• rule of adtion is, never to liften to any 
*♦ other counfcls than fuch as my own ho- 
**nour and true intcrcft fuggeft ; and that 
** I perfcftly well know what thcfc dc- 
** mand. The king of Sweden I confider 
•♦ as my own work, and I may jwRly affirm^ 
** the glory of his crown is folikewife ; no 
** ingratitude (hall ever prevent my (hed- 
•* ing all my blood, if that were neceffary, 
** for the prefervation of a kingdom whofe 
** profperity formed the reputation'and hap* 
•* pinefs of my life. Should the Swedes 
.•' allow themfelves hereafter to fubmit to 
*• a bad adminiftration, let them remember 
^* the faultis not mine ; and may the wrath 
** of Heaven purfue me, if 1 ever had a 
*^ thought of taking advantage of fuch a 
" circumftance! The only fhare 1 (hould 
•* have in that event, would be to regret 
** the ruin of a ftate, for whofe glory and 
" grandeur I have watched many weary 

•^ nights. 
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*' n.ights,andfufFercd many fatiguing a^xle*- 

** tics, whi<:h arc known to God alone." 

The ftatcs did not allow theoifclves to be 
prejudiced to the difad vantage of the queen, 
by the hatred and cabals of particular aien, 
more animated by a fpirit of revenge than 
public interei^ : they granted the principal 
points of her demands, andxefolyed on the 
following articles of agreement : 

^< That all conditions exprefled in tbe^iSI 
cf Abdicathn fhall be obferved with the ut- 
mofl rjgour and pundtuality; 

That the free excrcifc of religion (hall be 
allowed the queen and her domeftics, 
in whatever pUce (he chufes for her refi- 
dence. 

That it depends entirely on the queen's 
pleafure to fix her abode in any country, 
with an affurance of enjoying her revenues 
without interruption. 

The king promifes to remit to her ma* 
jefty the fum of fixty thoufand crowns, 
due to her, in the moft juft and fpeedy 
method of payment poflible ; and to fatisfy 
her on this article within a year, at far* 
theft. 

The 
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The king and dates aflembled do gua** 
ranty the abovefaid articles by a folemn 
Canftion of the dfet, to fecure their invio- 
lable obfervation/* 

Every thing being thus fettled in Swe- 
den to Chriftina's fatisfa£tion, (he deter* 
nained oii returning to Rome, a journey 
that was become quite habitual fince the 
alteration in her fortune and religion : (he 
accordingly fet out from Hamburgh, , after 
entertaining the people with new (hows, 
and demonftrating her efteem and aiSedion 
for the moft diftinguiihed perfons in the 
city. 

The queen's entry into Rome was very 
grand : the new Pope had planned the 
whole ceremony with an aftonifhing de« 
gree of profufion. The pontificate of Cle- 
mcnt IX, was ft^led the golden age of 
Rome, from the tafte he difplayed for the 
fine arts, and the ftiining evidences he gave 
of generofity and magnificence. He was 
particularly prodigal of honours, entertain- 
ments, and pleafures, to celebrate- the arri^ 
val of this heroine, from a principle of grate- 
ful efteem for Chriftina, whofe genius and 

adiofls 
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adtons were always the dye£U of his ad^ 
miration. ^' 

1669. The reign of John CaGmir, king 
of Polandt was nothing but a fcene of ()i£- 
cord. He had been a Jefuit and a cardi« 
AaU and afcended the throne upon the 
death of his brother Uktdiflaus, eoconnh 
pafled with troubles and faftions. This 
pnnce had neither proper talents nor quali- 
locations to fuppote a date, agitated by i^ 
feign and domtAic wars \ or to retain the 
proud nobles in their dependance on the 
crown. He rcquefted peace amongft his 
people ; but the more inclination he difco- 
vered for it, the more he excited the prc- 
fumptuous ambition of the Poles. The 
confcqucnce was, that wearied with con- 
fiantly beholding the principal fubje&s of 
his kingdom thwarting his meafures, and 
not finding the glare of rank a fufficient in- 
demnification for the lofs of repofe, he re- 
folved to refign his throne, and return to his 
folttu;ie : he chofe a retirement in France, 
where Louis XIV. bellowed upon him the 
revenues of feveral abbeys. 

The 
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The competitors for the crown of Po- 
biid were numerous. Chriftma had enter- 
ed the lifts the' preceding year, whilft fhe 
was at Hamburgh, and Cafimir yet fat 
•n the throne : but her negociation was con- 
dudbed vwth fo much prudence and fccrecjr, 
that neither the Swedes, nor any other 
powers, ever fufpefted her projcft or pre* 
tenlions. She diipatched father Hacki, her 
chaplain, into Poland : he was a Pdifh ci- 
tizen by birth, and carried letters of hrftroc- 
tion tothePopc*s nuncio refiding in that 
kingdom. The daughter of Guftavus 
quitted her proper fphere of aiSion when 
ihe refigned the fceptre of government j 
and her foul, bom to command, foarcd in* 
ceffantly on the wmgs of ambition towards 
fovereignty. She wiftied to unite the glory 
of i voluntary refignation of the crown (rf 
Sweden, with the honour of obtaining riiat 
of Poland by the voice of the nation. She 
drew up the titles of her claim with exqui- 
fitc art ; •* Take care to reprefent to them, 
•* fays (he to her minifter, that I am the 
<* laft furviving branch of the royal houfe 
♦^ of Sweden and Poland, in abandoning 

**'tbat 
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^ that inheritance which devolved to me 
^* from th? great Guftavus, Imade acom- 
^^ pleat facrifice to confcience and religion ; 
«< experience has inftruded me to reign ; 

V nor can they, without manifeft injiifticc,. 
" prefer a ftranger to Cbriftina ! I have no 
f< brother, iio relation to fucceed me; I 
<* can, therefore, have no intereft incom- 
%^ patible with the profperity of Poland ; 
*' am now in the prime of a life inured to 
«« labour and fatigue \ and, Bnally, the ce- 
«* libacy 1 profefs will prevent the republic 

V from trembling for her liberty j. and, it 
" my death, Ihe will recover the right 'of 
«« election, and may feled a king from 
«^ whatever houfe (he pleafes/' 

Chriftina then takes a view of the com« 
petitors, and urges, with great ftrength of 
argument, every motive capable of facilitat- 
ing their exclufion i and,.correfpondently 
to her wiihes, not one of thofe princes fuc- 
ceeded. 

Finding that her feac and fondncfs for a 
fingle life were deemed the chief obftacles 
to her eleftion, the queen anfwers thus^ 
•f In regard to my being of the female fex, 

that 
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•* that objetftion may eafily be obviated" by* 
** examples drawn even from the hiltory* 
*< of Poland; and further, it is univerialiy, 
^' known I have reigned over a kingdom I . 
" over one of the moft valiant, nations of 
*• the globe! that I was crowned v/ah all the' 
*' folemnities ufual at the coronation of the 
" kings of Sweden ; that under this cha- 
«« rafter the Swedes rendered me allegi- 
« ancei that I governed the Swedes for 
« ten years after my minority, with more, 
*' abfolute power than any of my predecef- 
«.fors; and at this hour am adored, 
II ^Z .' ^"'^ regretted in that kingdqm. 
1 his I may affirm without vanity, as un^ 
" dermy aufpices Sweden was one of the 
" moft glorious and happy nations of the 
« earth i and if^God permit the fame good 
" ^fT. *° ^"ompany my endeavours for! 
- the fel.cty of Poland, I think that na- 
« tion will be fatisfied with my admi-' 
« n.ftralion. When I fat on the throne of' 
« Sweden I was almoft a child ; and furelv .' 
" there is a probability that, with the Di ' 
;; ^'^.affiftance, I iKoulcJ. acquit, myfdf 
mfimtely better of the duties of royalty 
." now my faculties of mind and body -,4 
M ' " 
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«* in their higheft ftrength and vigour, ca- 
«« pable ojf enduring application and toil : . 
«* but after all, what can they require of mc. 
*« to which my abilities are not equal ? Is 
** it the ^dminiftration of juftice ? Is it to 
«* fupport arguments or refolutions in the. 
«« fenate ? 1 undertake to fulfil thefc obli- 
** gations, if not with fuperior eloquence 
«* and knowledge, at leaft with as much 
** good fcnfe as any other. Do the exi- 
** gences of the republic demand my ap- 
«* pearanceat the head of an army ? I (hall 
♦* fly with joy to lead her troops to viftory ; 
*• nay, I protcft, the f6Ie hope of enjoying 
*«**this fatisfaftion flimulatesmy wifhes for 
^ the crown of Poland j for would they be- 
" ftow it on me conditionally that I never 
*< was to command in an engagement, I 
«« would refufe it : all my life I have paf- 
** Conately defined to be a general j and had 
•« not reafons of ftate rendered a gratifica- 
«« lion of this define impoffible, I never had 
«« fufi^sred my troops to have fought under 
*« any other commander. To conclude this 
*5 article, if the Poles will take the trouble 
«t of exaitiininjg the courfe of my life, tem- 
«« per, and difpoficion, I am of opinion thejr 

will 
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«? Ivill pay mc the compliment to overlook 
<* my fcx. 

*^ For the fecond point under confidcra- 
** tioh, that of marriage, I confefs it em- 
«' barraffes me extremely ; for when I re- 
•* flc6b on my age and humour, it to me 
** appears an infurmountable objeAion: 
" indeed my humour bears fuch mortal 
*' enmity to that humble yoke, I would not 
*' confent to wear it for the empire of the 
** world ] God has permitted me the blcf- 
*^ fing to be born free, I never can refolve 

*' to give myfelf a matter! But as the 

•^ Poli{h is an cle6live monarchy, it ap- 
*« pears to me that methods might be 
" ufed to difpofe the Poles to confider pre- 
*' fent advantages in a ftronger light than 
*' future ones. 

*' A third difficulty, which is of my 
" own raifing, is ignorance of the Polifli 
** language. — Yet neither the prince of 
" Conde, the dukes of Neubourg or 
<« Lorrain, are better acquainted with it 
** than myfelf ; and I wilkengage to do 
*' what they are unable to accomplifh ; 
** that is, learn it in a very fhort time.** 
, Pope Clement IX. fupported Chriftina 
M 2 with 
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with all his influence; andfenta brief tohis^ 
nuncio in Poland, highly extolling the vir- 
tuest accompH(hn>encs, and pretenfioas of 
the queen. This, affair was tranfaftcd wich^ 
all the dexterity of the moft enlightened po- 
licy : but the daughter of Guftavus had no* 
wealth to diftribute ; nor would the deli-" 
cacy of her fen titnents ever have allowed her 
to employ it in purchafing thofe fuffrages 
which (he. thought her name entitled her 
to expeft. The Poles, lately delivered' 
from the bondage of an imperious queen- 
regenti were unwilling to expofe th^fn- 
fclves to the dangers of a fimilar govern- 
ment : they infiftcd on the obftatle of her 
fex 5 on the herefy of her houfe ; recalled 
to remembrance the murder of Monaldef- 
chi ; dreaded her inconftant, haughty cha- 
radler; and agreed to exclude her. Finally, 
they elcdted Michael CoributhWiefnowilki, 
of the family of Jagellon. This nobleman, 
who hved retired, unknown to fortune, and 
unacquainted with intrigue, was very far 
from pretending to a throne : he (hared in 
the aftonilhment of Poland, and of all Eu- 
rope, at his nomination; and would even 
have rejefted a dignity, for which he was 

confcious 
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confcioua be pofleffed not the ncceflary qua- 
lifications : but the Poles were fo defirous 
of putting a period to thofe difturb^nces 
caufed by anarchy, and the fadions of can-^ 
didates, that they ratified his clcftion* 

Chriftina received this intelligence with- 
out teftifying either furprize or chagrin. 
She only exprcffcd her curiofity to confulq 
judicial aftrology on the fortune of this mo- 
narch, " Call the nativity of the new king; 
" of Poland, faid (he to her agent, and marfc 
^« the proper elevation of the polp." There 
appeared fcwral libels in Holland ; the li- 
berty of the prefs renders them too frequent 
and bold* The queen beheld with indig- 
nation the infults offered to feveral families, 
in Rome, and folicited the grand penfionar]^' 
De Witt to reftrain fuch inftances of licen- 
tioufnefs. " It is a real concern to me, fays 
" Ihe, to fee Holland, a country I love, 
" and which ought to be the afylum of 
" virtue and merit alone, fuffer impofture,. 
** cnvy> and calumny, to take refuge 
" under her laws, and Ihcd their venom on 
** all thofe who deferve to be honoured and 
« refpeded.'* 

jSjo. Rome had very foon rcafon to re-^ 
Bl 3, grer 
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gret the pontificate of Clement iX. Car- 
dinal Emilius AUcin filled the facred chair 
by the name of ClementX. and, on account 
of his great age, chofe cardinal Paulucci 
Alberoni for his coadjutor. Chriftina be- 
held her influence and favour augment or 
diminifh by thefe alterations. Under the 
ftew pontificate fhe was involved in contefts 
with many of the great families in Romej. 
and did not meet with the dcGred protec- 
tion from the Pope or his coadjutor. The 
queen was reduced to the neceJIity of facri- 
ficing her refentment to prudence. She 
fought confolation in the charms of ftudyi 
and the converfation of men of knowledge ; 
but thefe are often weak alleviations to the 
wrongs of ofFeaded felf-love ! This prin- 
ccfs correfponded with almofl: all the men 
of genius in Europe, who were ambitious 
of appointing her the judge of their works, 
regarding her approbation as the comple* 
lion of their glory. She was the foundre(s 
of the academy of Arcadis > (a name givea 
to the affembly held at her palace) pcrfons 
of the moft diftinguifhed merit were mem- 
bers of it, and found in her a gencrourf 
proteftrcfs 5 whilft the frugal oeconomy of 

her 
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her houlhold enabled her to difFufe her be- 
nefadions with a liberal hand. Archbi-^ 
(hop Angf lo della Noce, eftimable for his 
taftc in polite literature, had a penfion fron^ 
her : on fome occafion or other Chriftina 
happened to learn that this prelate was in 
prefling neceffity for a fum of money •, Ihe 
Fmmediately wrote to him, " I have fent; 
" you two hundred ducat?, a fum as ina- 
" dequate to your merit,, as to my de.- 
« fire of aflifting you: but, remember 
** you, have your revenge in making mc 
•* blu(h. Pray keep the fecret from all 
*' the world, Jf you would not mortally of- 
" fend the queen." Her manner- of obligr 
ing was always fuperior to the obligation 
Ihe conferred ; for the laudable Intention 
of concealing the afTiftance (he gave to in- 
digent worth, always accompanied her ge- 
nerofity. Many fecrets of this nature,, at 
Her particular reqiJeft, remained undifco^ 
vered during her life, and they, became 
public after her death, only from the gra- 
titude of her honourable penfioncrs. 

1672. The marquis of Bourbon del* 

Monti, firft gentleman of the bedchamber 

let her majcfty, was fent into Sweden with 

M 4 , the 
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the character of envoy extraordinary, to- 
follicit Charles XL in defence of Poland, 
and feveral other Chriftian dates, from 
the enterprizes of the Turks and Coffacks. 
Chriftina embraced with ardour every occa.- 
fion that gave a fanftion to her advice in> 
political and national affairs j for though 
Ihe had renounced the fubftance of royalcy,, 
ihe was ftill pleafed with the Ihadow ; and 
as a confideration for the lofs of a crown, 
and the want of fubjefts, thought hcrfclf 
entitled to fet an ineftimablc value on her 
fiame, her merit, and extenfive knov^ledge.. 
She was particularly anxious- to fapport the 
intereft of the fee of Rome, and to demon- 
ftrate at the fame time, her zeal for religion, 
^nd for the fovereign pontiff. The prefent 
affair did not meet with fuccefs anfwcrable 
to her expedlation -, the king of Sweden re-, 
quring an enormous fubfidy from the Pope, 
and that nation was foon after involved in a 
defenfive war. This war, fatal to Sweden by 
the lofTes it fuflained, was likcwife unfortu- 
nate toChriftina, who beheld herfelf in dan- 
ger of lofing the principal part of her reve- 
nues V thofe provinces on which they were 
founded having bceo conc^ucred by the 

enemy,, 
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enemy, and her penfion applied to, the prcC^ 
fing exigence? of ftate. From hence arofe 
new complaints on her necejfupus circum- 
fiances^ her ownexpreliion. One views witii 
forrow the daughter of Guftavus reduced 
to write to the receivers of her finances,- to> 
the fenate, to the king of Sweden, ** I fuf- 
** fer more than can be conceived 5 not on- 
^^ ly from the deprivation of what is necef- 
" fary for the fapport of my dignity, but 
" ftill more, in what is dearer to nie, my/ 
** credit and reputation ; fince I am con- 
** fidered as no longer in a fituation to* ' 
" keep my royal word, and fulfil my en- 
**^ gagcmcnts for the payment of thofe fums. 
*• advanced by perfons touched with affcc- 
*» tion, or, properly fpeaking, with compafr 
" fion, ftill more praife- worthy, for the de* 
** plorable ftate of my revenues for fome^ 
** years paft, which forced me into fuchj 
** obligations." 
> The queen, after having unfucccfsfullp 
afpired to the throne of John Cafimir, king, 
of Poland, claimed. a right of fucceffion ta 
his inheritance, as the next heir, at his de- 
Gcafe. She wrote to the king of France,, 
and his minifterSy and to the Swedidi am*»t 
M 5 baffadoc 
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baflador at that court, to enforce her pre* 
tenflons, and appointed the Pope's nuncio* 
to be her procurator in the purfuit of this 
bufincfs. Her dvligence extended to Po- 
land, Dantzick, Naples, and Spain: Ihe al- 
fo engaged the intcreft of the Pope. But* 
the late king of Poland had difpofed of his* 
whole fortune by will, in favour of the 
Princefs-PaUtine ; and befidcs, thefc fove- 
r^igns had fome demands to make for' 
themfelvcSy on fuchlands as were fituate in' 
their particular diftrifts, which they found- 
no great difficulty in appropriating to their 
own emolument •, and Chriftina could ob- 
tain no (hare in the fpoil. It was no longer 
a novelty to find her requefls rejefted, and 
all her fchemes vaniQied with her credit and- 
confequence. 

1679. Great negotiations were carrying- 
on towards a peace, in which Germany, 
France, and Sweden, were principally in- 
terefted. The conferences of the minifters 
plenipotentiary were held at Nimeguen^,-. 
Chriftina had a mind to appear in a regal 
charaftcr in this treaty 5 Ibe conceived a 
projeft of perfuading thcfe princes to cede 
to her the pofiefiion, or rather fequeftra^-. 
/: '' tioiv 
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tion of fuch provinces in Germany as had 
been conquered during her reign, and were 
now in their hands. Cedercrantz, a young; 
Swede, was entrufted with the managemenc 
of this affair ; one, according to her own 
words, whofe fortune (he had made> and' 
whofe underftanding fhe had formed ; this 
gentleman fhe difpatched to France, Ni- 
meguen, Sweden, and the Hague. 

The minifter of Chriftina foliciced the 
grant of either a round fum, or an annuity* 
for life upon the fubfidies which France 
was ftill indebted to Sweden ; he farther' 
requefted of Louis XIV. to write a letter, 
. in favour of the queen's pretenfions, to the 
court of Stockholm, and to fhe reft of the 
powers concerned: but, being unable 
to obtain any thing fatisfaftory, Ceder- 
crantz received orders from his miftrefs to 
leave Paris, and repair to the congrcfs at 
Nimegucn, No fovereign was ever more de- 
licately attentive to titles and all the mi-"^ 
nutiae. of ceremony. She wrote ample in- 
ftruftions to her envoy on this fubjedt*. 
" Sweden is not only my native country^ 
" 1 have a foperior right -, it appertained to 
^ mc before it was the king*5 j I am far 
M 6 ** from. 
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252 HISTORY of CHRISTIWA^ 
<< from difputing his title, and will ne^ 
•' vcr revoke a grant of my own 5 but 
^^ there is this difference in our right*, laai- 
*^ indebted to God alone for ,what I am, 
•« the king. is not only indebted to God^^ 
** but to me. Never fuffer the title of any 
" monarch to precede mine, except that of 
*' the Pope, and of the Emperor, to whom 
** only I allow precedence.. When the 

V queen and the king of Sweden are men- 
*' tioned, the queen ought to take place ; 

V you may give kings and queens the title 
** of mojl^ferene majejiy^ if you pleafe, but be 
^< particularly careful not to beftow it oiv 
*' me ; the queen, or Chriftina, are the only 
•* appellations I chufe." She alfo inGfted 
that, the treafurer of her finances fhould 
have precedence immediately after the 
fenators, and before the great officers of 
itate, with the title of ExcelUnty. 

. Yet, notwithftanding the loftinefs of her 
pretenfions, and the rank Chriftina expeft- 
cd to hold in the treaty of Nimeguen, (he 
very foon faw her hopes of obtaining a cef- 
fion of the Swedilh provinces vanifli. Se- 
veral fucccffive vidories^of Charles the 
Xlth over the Dane$» and the ' laws pre*- 

fcribcd 
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&ribed by France co the eleftor of Bran* 
denburgh, obliging him to defift from thisr 
greater part of his claims, reftored lo the* 
Swedes their former conquefts, and re>efta«' 
bliljied peace aqiongft the contending; 
powers, without the concurrence of Chrif- 
tina. She was even reduced to makefrelh* 
applications before (he could receive the 
arrears neceffary to revive the fplcndor of 
her court. 

On the death of Clement X. Chriftma-^ 
entered into the intrigues of the conclave, 
m order to raife cardinal Conti to tiie papal 
chair, whole zealous attachment to her in- 
tereft (he had long experienced r hh bro- 
ther was firft gentleman of the bedcham- 
ber to her majefty'; and the duchefs of 
Muri, his fitter, her firft lady. 

But the queen had the mortification to 
fee her wifhes difappointed ; the fufFrages 
united in favour of Benedidt Odefchalchi, 
who was chofen pope by the name of Inno- 
cent XL This quick fucceffion of pontiffV 
expofed Chriftina to very Angular vicifli- 
tudes in her affairs. Under Innocent XL 
her influence became weak ; he was a man 
•f frmplicity and oeconomy, but refolute, 

amt 

-• Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i54 HISTORY or emtrSTINX 
and not at all calculated to be governed^ 
by others. 

The doftrinc of Sluietijmm^dit a great 
noife at this time in Rome. Molinos, who 
had propagated it,. was confined in prifon^ 
by order of the inquifition., Chriftina was. 
iiaipeded of favouring this new opinion ; at 
lead:, (be had apparently the higheft perfo- 
nal efteem for its fupporter : Ihe was parti<^ 
cularly careful to foften the rigour of hisf 
confinement, and to defend him againft 
pcrfecution. The Pope himfclf faid, ** Mo^ 
"linos may be liable to error^ but he is 
^\ mod certainly a good man at the bot* 
;« torn.'* 

Mademoifelle le Febvre, afterwards Ma* 
dame Dacier, now began ta aftonifh the 
literary world by her knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin. languages, and all the 
learning of antiquity. At the age of fix- 
teen, her perfon amiable, (he preferred the 
fatigue of ftudy to all other amufcments. 
Chriftina anticipated the young French, 
woman's intention, in fending her the firft. 
compliments by count Coningfmark, the 
Swedifh ambafTador in. France. Gratitude 
di(^atcd a letter, in Latin, to the qAieen^ 

accompanied 
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ttccomp^idd with the hiftory of Florus, ofi 
which fhe was the editor and cotnmenca^ 
tor. Ghriftina replies to her, «*I have 
S*" good authority for believing you a youngyi 
^'^ handfome, agreeable woman ; does it not 
" make you bluflx to have fo njuch learn- 
** ing? Truly itisveryunreafonablein you!. 
"Tell me by what unknown charm have 
*> you formed a conncftion with the Mufe$> 
" and the Graces i If your magic js. po- 
rtent enough to draw Fortune into the 
"-alliance, fuch acquifitions will be almofl: 
** unparalleled in ftory ; they will leave no- 
" thing more to wilh, unlefs it be the 
"knowledge of True Religion, which can- 
" not long^ remain concealed from a lady 
*/ who is qualified to converfe with the fa- 
V cred writers in their original languages.'^, 
MademoifcUe le Febvre was born a Pro-^ 
teftant ; the queen endeavoured to pcr- 
fbade her to come to Rome : the hope of 
making a convert, was as ftrong a motive 
for this requeft as the plcafure of her con-r 
verfation ; but this amiable fcholar was not- 
to be tempted by intereft to quit her 
native foil. She was fortunate enough, 
After a ferious examination, to difcover. 
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the ^ true reltg^iw; md to pfi^rmlttfm hat 
licijOband» M. Dacier^. to make a public alK 
jttradon of hts errors. This hdy was a pan- 
taker of the beneficence, of Louis XI V. 
and her iodpftry to promote: the inftruc-^ 
tioa of the Dauphin^ aod the glory of 
France, was indefatigable* 

Chriftina, who was ever bountiful in the 
diftribution of praife, advice, and informa* 
tton, wrote a long noonal epiftle to count 
Wafanar, the natural fon of Uladiflaus Vlh 
king of Poland, who was her relation. This 
nobleman was agreeable in his perfon, 
had a cultivated mind, a noble air, and ele^ 
vatcd fentiments, but was deftitute of for- 
tUne^ and had wandered through feverai 
courts^ of Europe, without meeting with 
any opportunity to repair the misfortunes^ 
of his deftiny. 

King Cafimir, who retired to France 
after his abdication, would have acknow^ 
Icdged the count as his nephew, before the 
•parliament of Paris ; but he was diverted- 
from an intention that would have pro- 
cured Wafanar a fuitablecftablifliment : this 



• Th« r«d«r vill ob&rve^ it U a Roman Catbolie ynh^ 
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prince died in . a (hart time, and Chriftiiika 
hofpitably received Wafanar in his dif- 
trefs, owned the tie of confanguinity, gave 
him rat^ in « her cQurt, and employed him 
in affairs of confequence: but,, too much- 
reilrained by fortune to afford him a cond- 
derable eftabliOiment, (he encouraged him 
to renounce the world. " Ceafe to flatter 
"*' yourfelf with vain chimeras, (kys (he, in 
*^ her letter, but believe, implicitly, that 
** there is no happinefs in this world to be 
" expefted either foi* you or me*, and that 
*' all the tranfadions of it are of fuch anar 
" ture, thatthofc are moft happy who have 
" the fewcft hopes and expedlations. Were 
*• it poffiblefor you to atuin univcrfal mo- 
" narchy,. to be encircled with a fuperlative 
" degree of fplendor, glory, greatncfs, and 
** pleafure, you would not enjoy more con- 
•* tentment than you do at prefent (I fpeak 
" experimentally). Sofarfrombeingmoreat 
eafe, you would, on the contrary, feel 
vexations and difgufts which arc yet un- 
known to you; and which you would 
*' find more irkfome than all the evils you. 
^* have hitherto been tormented with ;. 
V- put your confidence in the Almighty,; 

5«an4 
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'^58 HTSTORTofCHRISTIN^A, 
** and if you arc convinced that your vocsr- 
" tion is from above, quit the world imme- 
'* diately, but quit it in the manner you 
** would do a houfeon fire; fl^ with fpeed*; 
** fave yourfclf, if.you wilhnot to'pcrifli!^ 
This nobleman did not, however, yield 
to thefe pious exhortations ; the queen 
fettled on him an annual penfion, and he 
was appointed one of the knights of ho- 
nour to pope Alexander VIII; and Inno- 
cent XII. 

1682. The king of Sweden, Charles XL 
had fradlured his leg by a fall from his 
horfe; an accident that alarmed his fubje<5ls 
with apprehenfions for his life, and Fame, 
which always magnifies danger, fpread at 
Rome the news of his death ; a report that 
rekindled in Chriftina defires and difquie- 
tudes. Awill, attributed to this monarch, was 
handed about, in which Chriftina'S interefl: 
was totally forgotten. The daughter of 
Guftavuswas alarmed; it was perceptible to 
every one that (he ftill regarded the throne 
of Sweden as her hereditary patrimony, 
which could not be difpofed of to her prct 
judicc : preparations were began for an- 
other journey into Sweden, to affert her 

pretenfionsv 
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pretcnfions, when all farther hopes and 
fears were diffipated by the king's rcco- 
vcryr 

Aftrology became oneof Chriftina's prc»- 
fcnt ftudies, a« alchymy had been one of 
her former ; according to her own account,^ 
** (he poffeffed an unbounded curiofity to 
** know every thing.'* To inveftigate and 
trace this folly in the human mind would,^ 
undoubtedly, not be the moft infignificant. 
of all the Sciences t 

Notwithftanding Chriftina's difinterefted; 
profcflions, (he fighed over the empty title 
of a queen difpoffefled of a kingdom. Am-- 
bition ftill reigned in her heart, and was 
awakened by the flighted breeze of hope. 
Benedift Oxenftiern was the prefent grand 
chancellor of Sweden, whofe talents and 
qualities were well adapted to that import 
rant ofHce* Chrlftina congratulated him. 
on his preferment; recalling atthefametimcL 
tohis remembrance the honours (he had fo li- 
berally beftowed upon his family, and conr 
juringhim not to forget the intereft of hisfor-' 
mer fovereign. The information he received', 
of the quecn*s de(ire to have entire and fole 
poflrc(?ion of the dutchy of Bremen, ii> ex* 
-^ change^ 
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change for all her domains and revenues la 
Pomcrania, Gothland, Wefel, &c. gavehiiu 
caufe to hope this would afford him an op- 
portunity of ferving his benefadlrefs, and at 
the fame time be an ufeful equivalent to the 
nation ; for, in reality, the remote fmiatioa 
of Bremen,, open to the invafion of aa 
enemy, rendered its prefervation a work of 
difficulty to the court of Sweden. Chrif- 
tina prcfled the completion of an affair that,, 
in fome degree, would have given her the 
epitome of royalty ; but^ to afccrtain its fo- 
lidi'ty, (he infilled on the independent fo- 
vereignty of the province, whofe neutrality, 
in cafe of a war, was to be guarantied by 
all the neighbouring potentates- Neither 
of chefe conditions could be obtained y the» 
exchange did not take place } . and the. 
queen was again reduced: to the mortifying- 
circumflance of depending on the difpofi- 
tion of the Swedifh court, for the fupport 
of her dignity* 

The frequent caufes of difcontent that 
Chriftina was perfecuted with from her 
country, were incapable of dcflroying that 
lively attachment (he always difcovered for 
the glory and aggrandizeoient of Sweden*. 
, ' She- 
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She difpiayed this propenfity in all events^ 
happy or unfortunate; affiduous in felici- 
tating the nminiftry on the fuccefs of thei^; 
adminiftratipn, and in giving them couhfc| 
when (he thought the welfare of the flat); 
required .h, ; , 

' 1683. The famous J6hn Sobieflci, king 
of Poland, obtained a glorious viAory over 
an army of twenty thpufand. Turks, at thc^ 
fiege of Vienna. This hero, who com-' 
mandcd the Chriftian forces, obliged the 
infidels, in fpite of their vafl fuperiorityof 
numbers, to retire with precipitation acrofe ^ 
the Danube, abandoning their ftandards^ 
tents, ammunition, and artillery : a memo- 
rable action which delivered the imperial 
city, by fepelling the rage of that torrent 
which threatened to overwhelm the whole 
empire with defolation. Sobiefki was co- 
vered with glory ; and Chriftina paid her 
tribute of incenfe to the conqueror in aa 
Italian letter j " I am indebted to your ma* 
^* jefty, fays fhe, for the fecurity of my royal 
** indepenc^ancy and repofe, two bleffings 
** 1 preferto all the kingdoms upon earth ! 
*' yet I cannot forbear confeQing my ingra* 
«* titude to fo great a monarch, whofe re- 

;« putation 
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"putation I contemplate with envy^ « 
** paffion peculiarly infupportable to me, 
f * from the refiftance it met with in forcing 
*« my fubmiffion. No mortal hitherto was 
^* capable oFlnTpirirrg it in my breaftj your 
** majefty alone has kindled it. However, 
«* I ought to add, in my own juftification, 
«* that the fcntimcnts which agitate 4ny 
^* foul do not owe their fource to a con- 
^' temptible jealoufy, fince fo far from refu- 
** fing to do juffice to your merit, I acknow- 
•* ledgemyfelffenfibly delighted with that 
** fupreme degree of cfteem and admiration 
*« which the world pays to its fuperiority.'* 
' Chriftina commends the eminent talents 
of an Italian poet, called Vincenzo Filicaia^ 
with equal enthufiafm. " Yourfonnets, in my 
** opinion, (fays the queen) are equal to any 
*« of the beautiful Lyrick odes, either an- 
^* cient or modern, I have ever read. If he- 
«« roes defire any farther reward for their no- 
^ ble deeds than what is bellowed by Hca- 
<* vcn and confcious Virtue, there are few 
•« more eligible than the celebration of their 
« aftions by your pen ; which, in its fu- 
« blimeft elogiums, never flatters. Was 
fl Alexander to arife again, he would with. 

** more 
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*^ more reafon envy the princes of our age ' 
**-fuch a poet, than he did AchlUefi for 
'<* having a Hpmer to immortalize his 
•^ fame.— I read all your fonnets inceffantly, » 
*^ with the Jiigheft rapture ; and I own, 
^^notwithftanding I am naturally a litde 
. ««- malicioua, and c;njoy critical obfervations, 
** I can difcover nothing in your poetry 
'*y but what excites my admiration : it is im- ^ 
^ pofTible to exprcfs how much I am 
*' charmed: furely the incomparable Pe- 
" trarch has renewed his exiftence in your 
*'form ! but he has arifen with a glorious 
^' bodyy freed from its former impcrfe<5lions4 
*« You have the art of uniting genius, 
** judgment, and erudition ; and you treat 
*' iubjedls, (acred or profane* with a mafter- 
^* ly hand." 

The poet was not ungrateful •, he repaid 
Chriftina's adulation by dedicating a poem 
to her glory j which drew from her the 
moft animated expreflions of acknowledg- 
ment in feveral letters. " Since my appro- 
^' bation is not unpleafing to you, oblige 
" me by continuing to enrich the prefent 
** age with your produftions. You owe 
5^xhis,duty to Heaven, to Italy, andev^n 

"to 
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^* to mc, fincc you will have it fo ! for niy 
^* part, I ftiall cfteetn it an honour for fu*' 
*< tore ages to rcnficmbcr that Chriftina* ' 
^^ tho* a foreigrrcr, had taftc to rcifdandad-' 
<* mire the works of the great EiTicaia !'* 

Thi* poet, fo highly extdicd, is how- 
ever very little known to poftcrity ; ancl 
though Ghriftina bcftowed on him fuch 
prc-enftinence; was never dailfed with Pe- 
trarch or Taffo : his verfes derived all their 
fplendor from Italian conceits, and the tin- 
fel of falfe wit. Filicaia was of a noble fe- 
itiily in Florence, and was honoured by 
the great-duke with the rank of fenaior. 
He partook largely of Chriftina's gcnero- 
fity, who defrayed the expence of educating 
his two fons. • By fuch repeated bounties 
her finances became difordered ; and (he 
was perpetually bufied in urging the pay^ 
mentof thcSwedilh remittances: often was 
the neceflitated to pledge her moft coltly 
jewels to the Hamburgh Jews, who ad- 
vanced her fums of money at exorbitant 
intereft, which (he employed in the en- 
couragemcnt of genius, and the relief of 
indigent merit. 

1686. The pcrfecutions cxercifcd in* 
6 France 
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France upon ,the Proteftants, and the vio- 
lent methods praftifed for their convcrfion, 
excited lamentations from all good Chrif- 
tians. On this occalion Chriftina addref- 
fed the Chevalier dc Terlon, the French 
ambaflfador, who had attended her in her 
journey to Sweden in 1 660. The letter 
wherein the queM declares her fehtiments 
upon this proceeding, deferves confidera- 
tion, as the rcfult of a ftcady enlightened 
reafon ; and does as great honour to her 
heart as to her underftanding. 

** As you arc defirous to know my fcnti- 
<* ments on the projeft for extirpating he- 
" refy in France, 1 am rejoiced to deliver 
<' them on this truly important fubje£tt 
** Thai I neither fear nor flatter any per- 
'^ Ton living, has always been my afler- 
«' tion i I will, therefore, freely confefs to 
^' you, that I am not at all convinced this 
** grand fcheme will be attended with fuc- 
<^ cefs i nor can I regard the attempt as a 
<* thing very advantageous to our holy reli- 
*' gion : on the contrary, I forefee a pro- 
**ceeding fo unprecedented will, in all 
** countries, give rife to many prejudices. 
<^ Tell me truly, h^ve you any great faiih in 
N the 
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•* the fincerity of thcfe Jicw converts ? I wi(h 
*♦ their rejigiotts conforoifty/ as well as* 
*< obedience .to the king's edift^ may fprihg 
" from the heart ; for my part, I dread 
^Mhejr obiiUnacy, and fhoiild notchi^eto 
^' have it upon my cohfciencc to be an- 
*' fwcrablc for all the facriJeges vchc^cnpro- 
*' fcly tea may commit, compelled into re^ 
*' ligion by miflion^rics who treat our 
" holy myfteries but too irreverently. Sol- 
" diers arc a ftrangc kind of apoftles! 
" They appear, to me, better calculated 
*^ for pigxvder, violation, and flaughter, 
'' than the artxrf perfuafipn. Some well- 
** attelled relations leave no room to doubt 
^' their acquittingthemfelves of their miffioil 
*« with military feycrity : I pity the people 
" abandoned to their difcretibn j I lament 
^' that. multitude of ruined families ! of wor- 
^^ thy. men reduced to indigence ! and find 
" it impofEble to contemplate the preferit 
^^ craofadions in France without the deep^ 
" eft coflDmkferatbo^^ OMof the ftrongcft 
*^ incitements; tOctke^compatTioil Of moN 
<' tals, is the fitnatipn of thofe beiffgs who 
*' are bprn ina'flatck)f error; they certainly 
^« ought to ^e ihe I^ft objeAs of our ha- 

«*trcd! 
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^* trcd ! I would not, for the empire of the 
** world, be the inftrumcnt of their puni(h- 
" ment, any mdre than I would paruke of 
*' their errors. France is to be confider- 
«« ed in the light of a.difcafcd body ready 
** to have its limbs lopped off, to cure a dif- 
•' order which a little patience and lenity 
•* would endfely eradicate ; whilft violent 
^* operations will, I fear, render it incurable. 
*' The diffimulation of hcrefy is dangerous ; 
•• like fire half cxtinguilhed it will, perhaps, 
*' one day, burft froni its aflies, and blaze 
*• with redoubled fury. The converfion of 
*' infidels and heretics is a truly laudable , 
«* undertaking, but the method purfued for 
" itsaccomplilhment is furely extraordinary ; 
*' and fince our Saviour never made ufe 
** of it to bring finners to repentance, can- 
" not be the bcft ! Such cffufions of po- 
** litical zeal raifc my wonder, but furpaft 
** my comprehenfion j and I rejoice in my 
•* own ignorance !** 

This letter became publickly known, and 
if itfailed of influence toftop theardourof an 
indifcreet zeal, at leaft it recalled to men's 
minds the violated rights of humanity and 
the true fpirit of the Chriftian religion. 

N a Bayle, 
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Bayle, fpcaking of this letter in his Jour- 
nal, calls it •* a fragment of Proteftantifm.** 
The imprudent jdurnalift very foon re- 
ceived an anonymous advertifemcnt of the 
danger that threatened him if he did not 
immediately do juflice to a catholic queen, 
whofe fincere convcrfion he had caufelefsly 
endeavoured to render fufpcfted. Chriftina 
hcrfelf had given orders to her fecretary, 
Galdenfblad, to infift upon the erafemenc 
of that injurious refiedion : thus menaced, ' 
Bayle thought it prudent to retraft his 
qpinion, and attempted to juftlfy, or, at 
Icaft, to apologize for the freedom with 
which he had cxpreffedliimfelf. He wrote 
to her majedy, and found no difficulty in 
obtaining, that favour and protedion fo mu- 
nificently bellowed by her on literary me- 
rit. This was the commencement of an 
intimate correfpondence between them i 
Chriftina replied, " Every thing I prize the 
^ moft, wealth, nay life itfelf is devoted to 
** the fervice of the church ! but I fcorn 
^^ flattery, and am above diffimulation. I 
•* am obliged to thofe perfons who were 
*' pleafed to publifh my letter, for I never 
^* wilh to conceal my fcntiments ; I thank 

"God, 
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** God, they are too elevated, and too vir-r 

" tuous ever to be difowned !- 1 will 

** impofe a penance upon you, for th*e fu- 
** ture; take care to fend 'me every thing 
*' curious that (hall be publilhed, either in 
** Latin, French, Italian,, or Spaniflh ; do 
*♦ matter what fcicnce or fubjedt it treats 
*• of, provided it be worth reading ; I don'c 
" even except fatires or romances. Ifparticu- 
** larly there are any chymicalpublications^ 
*' I dcfire you will difpatck them immedi- 
** ately ; likcwife remember to fend r^t 
" your Journaf; Twill defray all expences.** 
Baylc gave the queen entire fatisfaftion in 
his Journal, and merited her benefaftiods 
by undertaking the hiftory of G-uflavus 5 
the beginning is ftill extant. He alfo enters- - 
tained a defign of writing the life of Chrif- 
tina; but her death happened in a few ycar.s 
and put a period to both thcfe works : flat- 
tery and felf-intereft were evidently his chief 
inftigations, fince he in ftantly abandoned 
the defign. 

Chriftina made the tour of Italy, where 

every fpot offered a perpetually varied 

fource of entertainment to the lover of 

arts, and to the fcholar; under this com- 

N 3 pound 
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pound title (he tailed iiifinite pleafurc : fc- 
veral infcriptions are yet reooaining, which 
mark her conftant attention in examining 
the moft elegant monuments of Ikill and 
induftry. 

There arofe a difputc at Rome, about 
this time, on the rights of privileged 
places, which occafioned fome diftur- 
bance. It had been cuftomary for per- 
fons of the fame nation to put themfelves 
under the protedion of their refpcdlive am- 
baffador ; they made part of his retinue in 
public ceremonies, lived within the, verge o£ 
hi3 palace,, profcjSed.an.attachment U) his.per-' 
fon, and under this pretext enjpyedtji^apvy ad** 
vantages, ^^veral- boules, and even enfi|:e 
Arects, were regard^djas under the protec- 
tion of tl;ie neighbouripg ja|i>bailador, and 
had the name and rights of fan&u^ry al- 
lowed. thepfi \ .Romans, as well as foreign- 
cr5, toqk refuge th?re, and thefe quarters 
of the city weps the ipoft populpus. Ex- 
empt from tfie purfuitof juftice, they often 
became\anj;af^lu.m jfor criminals, whofe 
wickedn^fsrgrc^w more prefumptuous ffom 
being fuffercd <with impunity. 

Pope Innocent XL wanted to #|boJi(h, -or, 

at 
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at leaft, diminifh t4iis abufeof Jxwcr i what 
he atempted was to confine the extent of 
privilege to the palace of an ambaflador, 
and to include only fuch perfons as imme- 
diately appertaine4 to the fervice pf his per* 
fon a^d equip^e. The ambafiadors of 
the emperor and the king of Spain confent- 
ed to conform- to the intentibns of his holi- 
oefs, prov^ided that France would likewife 
accede to this new regulation^ and 
Chriftina, who cnj<^ed all thefe rights irf 
their.full extent, was the fivft to fet an ex- 
ample of refignation. She wrote to the 
pQpe;—^— ^'^Moft Holy Father, in order 
*' ta fecond the ^ciy pious views of your 
^ hoUnefs in the deftreyou exprefs for the 
^* labolicioo of ajylums^ I volunCarily refign 
*.^ into your hands for ever all thok privi^ 
« li^esj which from the juftice and polite- 
" nefs of your predeceflbfsy as well as of 
" your holinefs, I have uninterruptedly en- 
** joyed to this moment ; referving to my- 
" felf that deference which is due to the 
^' inhabitants of my own palace*. I ac- 
" knowledjge that I oflFer nothing to your 
^^ holinefs but what already appertains to 
" you ! We offer our oblations to the 
N 4 «♦ Deity 
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•• Deity on the fame principle; for what is 
" all we poflefs but the overflowings of his 
'* bounty ? Yet fuch oflferings are not only 
•* gracioufly received, they are rewarded by 
" Infinit? Gocdnefs with eternal and inefti- 
•* rcable bltflings ! For my part, I nei- 
** thcr cxped nor defire any favour from 
*• your holinefs in return ; all I have 
*' to beg is, that you will, on this occafion^ 
•* approve the example I have given \ an 
" example, perhaps, notdeftifute of uti- 
*' Hty, (houid its influence prevail in the 
*• prefent conjunfturc.*' 

1687. The court of France afted on a 
diflfcrcnt fyftem, rcfolving to fupport its 
ambaflfadors in the un reft rained poflTefl^ion of . 
their ancient privileges^ notwithftanding the 
allegation of the Pope, that his legates and 
nuncios atPari$ had no privilege beyond the 
verge of their l\otek ; and even this was con- 
fined tothccircle of theirowndomeftics, 

Louis XIV. was very far from allowing 
any compafifon to be drawn between the 
righu of his ambafladors and the nuncios 
of the fpvereign pontiflT; befides, he was not 
forry^at having an opportunity to humble, 
the Pope, of whofe behaviour he had fome 

grounds 
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grounds of complaint. The death of the 
diriic d*Etrecs, the French ambaflador, 
made room for the appointment of the mar- 
quis de Lavardin, who entered Rome with 
a grand retinue. His holinefs' declared he 
would not grant him an audience^ nor eveiT 
acknowledge his charafter of ambaffador ; 
unlefs he firft renounced his claim fo the* 
rights of privileged places^ in the fame- 
manner that thofe of the Empire and Spain 
had already done; Louis replied, he was- 
accuftomed to fee examples, not to follo\Y 
them ; and that the fignal fervices which* 
France had rendered the holy fee undoybc-. 
cdly gave her fome reafon to expeft pecu- 
liar privileges and advantages*. The am- 
baflador made his entry, well efcortedj. 
and, determined to maintain hisr claim,, 
continued feveral fuccefiive months (hutup:> 
in his houfe; which gave occalion for^ 
Pafquin to fay, ^be French are become\ 
^iietifts ! At lengthy the marquis of, 
Lavardin made his appearance one Sunday,. 
at the church of St. Louis : the next day a- 
Bull of excommunication was denounced- 
againit both the church and the ambaffa- 
dor* Chriftina bad juft met with an affront- . 
N 5 thai 
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that highly offended her : the Sbirri, or 
officers of juftice, entered her palace, and 
ftrized an unhappy vidim who had fled 
there for refuge. .Enraged at. tb^ violation, 
the queen broke out into thefe W(M'ds; 
*' The Pope treats, me with too much in- 
'* dignity ! Can he think I will diiemble 
<^ my refentihent of tbk .oxitcage ? .Mo, I 
** am rcfolved to dcnnbnftrate how muck 
*^ thofe perfbns are deceived^ who think 
" Twill fubmit td fuch treatment.** 

She inftamly gave orders to one of her 
officers,'madeaihewof anning her attend- 
ants, threatened the Sbirri, and obli^d 
them to bring the prifoner back to the fpot 
from whence they had taken him. The 
tribunal of the treafury formed a proceCs of 
this affair by the pope's order, and publiCh- 
ed a monitory againfl the queen's officer. 
Chriftina, not in the lead terrified with a 
frofecution^ wrote this refolute billet to the 
treafurer: "The fummons fent this day to^ 
*f my officer, requiring him to appear be- 
" fore your tribunal ofjuftice^ as you call 
«< it, rede£ls difhonour on your mailer, as 
«« well as yourfclf ; I cannot help behold- 
l^ ing you with an eye of compalBon, in 
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<* your prcfcnt capacity, but (haH do it ftill 
*« more if you live to be a carcfmal \ yct^ 
•* for your confolatioo, I give you my word 
" that the perfon you have ^oqctetnned to 
*« death (hall live, if Kc^veti permit, forne* 
*' time longer; a/id thw ftipuld: he chance 
•* to end his days by a violent, inftead of a 
*' natural death, heiball not fall unaccom* 
" panicd.'* This princefs, whofe loftinefa 
of foul encreafed in proportion to the en-- 
deavours made ufe of to deprefs it, de- 
cnanded fatisfadtion fbir the infult to her 
prerogative^ She aflembled the officers 
and attendants of her hdufiioid, and ac- 
(}uainted them with the infufficiency of h^r 
ftrength to proteA them any longer againd 
(he rigo\3r of ^n unjuft and tyranrnical go- 
vernment : that to avoid invioivirtg therti 
in the danger of defending her caufe, flie 
reftored them thfc.ir liberty., At thcfe words 
they all melted into tears, protefting their 
readinefs to (bed the lad drop of their 
Wood in her defence. Ghriftina atcepted 
their offer, and promlfed to fecure their, 
perfons, and reWard their zeal. . 

The refolution of the quccrt, and the 
violent part her chara&er: might natwaily 
N 6 lead. 
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lead her to a£k, induced feveral of the car- 
dinals, and even the Pope, to think of an 
accommodation ; but the minds of both par* 
ties grew more and more inflamed. Inno- 
cent XL wanted to vindicate his authority, 
aflronted in the perfons of the officers of 
juftice, and Chriftina demanded reparatioa 
for the injury offered to her rank. The 
queen entered the church of the Jefuits, 
attended by her retinue, well armed and 
refolutely determined : this was a kind of 
bravado to which they did not think pro« 
per tor pay much attention. The Pope fent 
her on the fame day a prefent of fome fruit, 
particularly delicate for the feafon ; Ihe faid, 
'h\ receiving it, ^^ Surely his Holinefs does 
•^ not intend to lull me afleep with his 
^ temptations ? I (hall be always on my 
«* guard/* Innocent contented himfelf 
with faying^ " i donna : Jbe is a woman /** 
She felt the poignancy of this refledioi^, 
and launched out into complaints and re« 
proachcs. The Pope flopped the queen*38 
penfion of twdvc thoufand crowns, which 
the Apoftolic-chanibcr had paid for feveral 
years paft: he imagined by this means to 
iubdue her fpirit, but it was for her new 

matter 
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matter of exultation and triomph. When 
cardinal Azzolino acquainted her with his 
Holinefs's intention, fhe made this fingUr 
lar reply : ** I aflure you this news gives me 
♦* particular pleafure ; I beg you will do 
*• me the juftice to believe you could have 
•• told me nothing in the world fb agree- 
" able ! God, who knows the fecrets of my 
" heart, knows that I fpeak truth.— Rc- 
«' ceiving thofe twelve thoufand crowns 
" from the Pope, was the only blemifh in 
•< my life ; and I fubmitted to that punifh- 
** ment from the hand of Heaven, as the 
** moft humiliating mortification to my 
** pride." ' 

Chriftina had entered into a ftri£t con. 
ncdion with the marquis de Lavardin,^ 
who had the fame caufe to defend ; they 
agreed mutually to fupport each other 
againft the encroachments of the court of 
Rome : Louis XIV. wrote a very obliging 
letter on this occafion, which Chriftina an- 
fwered ; and had the fatisfaftioh to fee a 
friendly intercourfe revive between his ma- 
jefty and her, without the fmalleft advances 
made on her parr, after a coolncfs, and at- 

moft 
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mod total interruption of it for many, 
years. 

The French held themfclves ready to de- 
fend their pretenfions Fword in ii^nd 5 the 
queen, on her fide, wa"5 employed in forti- 
fying herfclf in her palace. On fome re- 
prefentations made to her, that IniiocentXi. 
might at laft make her fchfible of hi& power; 
** If he be a pope, faid ftie, I will make 
" him remember that I am a queen." 

There came ambaffadors from the king 
of Siam to the Pope, who had an audience, 
and received rich prefents from his Holi- 
nefs: Chriftina, on this occafion, faid, 
** Since the Pope is determined 60 behave 
« ill to all the princes of Europe, he ccr- 
" tainly judges right to pay extraordinary 
«* honours to Indian kings,. and their am- 
" bafladors !" 

The Spanifh ambaflador had only relin- 
quiflied his claim to the privileges, in qutf- 
tion, conditionally if other powers would do. 
the fame \ therefore, when he faw France 
and Chriftina refolved not to yield up the 
fmalleft article, he again reaflTumed his an-* 
cient rigbis. This conteft was the fubjedb 

of 
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of Gonyerfation in all the Euiiopean caurts y 
their attention was fixed on Chriftina's be- 
haviour, and (he very well knew they wait^ 
ed the rcfuU of it : "My fituation ^t Rotme^ 
" faid (be,. 19 parallel to that of CseTar ia 
** the Hand^ of the pyratcs ; like him I xnc-. 
" nace, and they feiar me I". AnimoGiics 
r^n fo high» that the Pope declared he was 
abfolutely determined to abolifh the dif* 
pgted privileges y and that he felt bimfelf 
ppfTefled of Sufficient fortitiide to fuffer 
martyrdom, rather than give up the point., 
Neither Louis nor Chrillina were in the 
leaft difpofed to make the moft inconfi- 
dcrable fubmiffion to the fovereign pontiff, 
c^ whofe treacmeot they had perfonal caufc 
ci complaint \ oiherwife the juftice and. 
neceffity of a reformation in the abufe of 
fanauary was felf-cvident. It was not eafy 
to forefee the conclufion of this important 
affair ; the court of Rome continued nego- 
tiating, and exp^ed to gain from time, 
what It could not hope to obtain from au- 
thority or violence. France had a war to 
fupportwith the principal powers of Eu- 
rope, and began to be left regardful of 
this difpute •> and the queen foon difappear- 

cd 
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cd from the fcenc of adlion. After her 
death, the marquis de Lavardin did not 
care to brave the ftorm alone, but with- 
drew from Rome without taking leave of 
the Pope; apprehending left the multi- 
tude and the inquifition might claim a 
right to vent their malice on him as an ex- 
communicated pcrfon, without being 
guilty of a violation of the law of nations. 
On the death of Innocent XL his fucceflbr. 
Pope Alexander VIII. had no difficulty in 
obtaining from Louis XIV, the abolition of 
ajylums: that monarch had no longer the 
fame intereft nor reafons for oppofition ta. 
the juft demands of the new pope, 

Chriftina ever continued the zealous pa- 
troncfs of learning and talents, and the en- 
courager of merit in all nations : feveral li- 
terary works were' undertaken through her 
inftigation, the expenccs of the preTs de- 
frayed, and the authors rewarded by her 
bounty. Waftmuth*s Treatife on JJlro^ 
nomy and Chronology was the fruit of licr lir 
berality, as well as the Hiftory of the Trien*- 
nialW'^r of the Empire by PufFcndorf. She ' 
correrponded feguLirly with the literati of 
Germany, and the wits of France. Made- 

moifcllc 
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motfelle Scudery fent the queen her works, 
and at the fame rime recommended one of 
her fritnds to her notice, at the very period 
when "difputes on privilege were at their 
height, and the French looked upon with 
diftruft. Chriftina anfwcred M. Scudery 
thus ; " How amazing is it, that Made- 
^' moifelle Scudery, who has wrote fo well 
" upon the tyranny of falhion, fhould be 
*^ unacquainted with that now eftablifhed 
*♦ at Rome 1 Indeed you have rccommend- 
** cd your friend very unfortunately. Do 
" you know that Frenchmen would 
«* find it a much cafier talk to gain admic- 
** tancc to the favourite Sultana than to 
•« me ? though I am not the objeft of 
*' love or jealoufy to any fultan, and ani, 
•* I thank heaven, entirely free, even among 
« Italians. A kind of paffion, hitherto 
*• undefined, is fubftituted in the place of 
«• that love and jealoufy which reign at 
" Conflantinople ; one of its effeds is, to 
** revenge on the French nation thofe, 
** well or ill-grounded,'Vexations of which it 
" is pretended I havfe been guilty. How- 
" ever, I fuppofe the fajhion will not be 
*< everlafllng ; and (hould ic change, I (hall 

" con* 
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** convince your friend that all police men 
** arc received with pleafure at my hotife, 
** particularly thofc who are <rf your ac- 
** quaintance : it is my determined refolu- 
" tion, however, not to interfere in bringing 

V about this change, tho* the fencimcutsand 
^ behaviour of my perfccutorslhoold remain 
^* eternally unalccrable ; the circumftances 

V of my paft life ought to convince mankind^ 
** that I have fufficrent fortitude to deprive 
** myfelf of all its indAilgencies without re* 

•• luftance. 1 have naturally a violent 

•' averfion to the thought of old agt^ztA 
^* cannot imagine' how I (halUveraociiftoin 
". myfelf to bear its infiriflitie^ Was the 
** choice oi old agg^ or death',' ia- itty power j 
^VL think Khould prefer^ the lattenwith* 
**^ut heGtation.^ but finee th^c isa poirfe 
" in which wc arenevter ctonfulted, I ftuldjr 
<* to make life as agreeable as 1 can» In 
*Vthe fame manner, the approach of 
^,^Jeaib^ ever punduat to his time, 
••never difturbs roe: I wait in calm 
•> expectation, neither fearing nor ddltring 
•• his arrival. — It is now tifhie to talk of 
** your iJiMrkSy which are learned, ufcful, 
« and agreeable. You fo artfully embelUfti 

** the 
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^Vthe fine things you fay, that 1 am quite 
" charmed ! For how many delightful mo- 
*^ ments am I indebted to you! and how 
" impoffiblc do I find it to repay them 5 
*^ yet (!teJl 91c) are you, who write fo ele- 
" gantly, excufable for letting the prince' 
*^ of Conde die without beftowiDg an elo- 
*^ giuin upon him either in verfe or profe ? 
" What i^n irreparable lofs toFrancc !. whan 
** a lofs to the prefencage is that great man, 
" who was Qoe of ijts moft diftinguilhcd 
" oroaments ! For my^own part, I have re- 
'Vgretted him aafiocerely as anyof hisibeft. 
<^ friends vaQdrmtf ft mfift on <y(rar writing 
^^ fomethingworthytaihero of fvchiemincnt 
"4nd lexiraordiftary nwrir. )Inf my xipU 
*?.rtton, to pcaife thofe who deferve conv- 
*^ (tieodatipn^ is one t^thettioft.. refined of 
^* all our piea&re^ ; and MademoUelle 
*^ Scudery, .wh»fe taknts are faaippe&ly 
**. caleul^ted 'for panegyric, can never te- 
" fufc h4r enicomiumfi to fuch a prince 1" 

U appears that the great Conde was ftill 
Chriftina's herp : (fae eixolted him above all 
the n)Qft famoi^ \iirarrbfs ancient or mo^ 
dern, and regarded hinx, according to her 

own 
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own expreffion, as an honour to hu* 
manity. 

1688. The prince royal of Sweden, 
who afterwards became fo renowned under 
the title of Charles XII. wrote to Chriftina 
when he was about fix years old. The 
queen prognofticated, with great truth, the 
luftre this prince would one day refleft on 
the Swedi(h monarchy, by his virtues and 
valour;" but that part, of her predic- 
tion undoubtedly proved fallacious, which 
announced a happy reign to Sweden, 
founded on the wifdom of his government. 
Charles was as ignorant in the cabinet m 
he was fkilful in the field. 

Chriftina difpatched the marquis del 
Monte into Sweden ; he was fon of the 
marquis (he formerly employed in the 
management of her afiairs at Stockholm. 
The queen had obliged this young Italian 
to marry a rich heirefs, niece to Monal- 
defchi, in fpite of the repugnance he tefti^ 
fied to an alliance with a name which 
Chriftina*s vengeance had made too fa- 
mous : this was an additional motive for 
her preffing the marriage, willing to re- 
pair, 
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pair, in fome mcafure, the difgrace Ihe had 
brought on the family of Monaldefchi^ by 
public marks of efteem and confideration, 
noiwithftanding the crime of the guilty 
perfon put to death by her authority. 

The father of the marquis del Monte 
died fuddenly^ to the great regret of the 
queen, who had drawn confiderable advan* 
fagesfrom his zeal, actachmenc, and ta- 
lents. She undertook the melancholy 
talk of breaking the news to his fon, and 
of endeavouring to confole him. " All 
♦* that I am able to do for you, in this try- 
^' ing moment (faid (he) is to aflfure you 
** that whatever tcndcrnefs your father fclc 
*^ for you is bequeathed to me i and that 
** for the future you (ball be my fon, at 
" lead of afFedion ! — ^What is mortality ? 
** nothing but duft and albes : remember, 
•* we muft all vanifti away like (hadows ;— • 
** life is no more th.an a dream j it fparkles, 
•' and difappears like a momentary flalh of 
*^ lightning : — we are all running our race 
•• towards eternity. — I will .fend you your 
** patent ef majter of the borfe^ which I 
^* have already bcftowcd on you. — ^Requeft 

V Heaveo 
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«• Heav«n to preftrvc my life, ahd you 
" ihall fee what honours I rcfcrvc fot 
"you/* 

The court of Stockholm w^s pcf petu- 
ally railing new difficulties to retaifd the 
payment of the qtieert*s revemies : depriv- 
ed of her penfion from the Apoftolic-^ 
chamber, and- more difFiifive ifi her ex*- 
•pencei and liberalities everyday, fte had 
more occafion than ever for the regular 

remittance of her an-nuity, **-The mar* 

quis del Monte defpaircd of fucceedirtg ill 
his: application, anddefcribed to the qu^eii 
his fcar^* and diftruft of his own abilities^ 
whore^aflbred and encouraged his inexpe- 
liertce, "Do you afflft him (fays Chrif^ 
** tina to the governor of her domains) 
"let him fee that you place fonK confi- 
*' dence in him ; I will anfwer for his fide- 
«* Jity, and other requifitcs will ripen in 
" time. In your fchool he will form his 
♦* conddft ; the marquis has not had the 
•* good fortune to be taught by fof ablfe a 
^* maftc^i— 4ie is fdely my work. — Men 
«* of experience are alone capable of exe- 
^•cuting'ftatc affairs 5 but the execution 

of 
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«^ of (late. affairs will in time make men of 
•* experience ! ^*' 

AH Chriftina's letters that are extant arc 
filled with fuch domeftic and occonomical 
circumftances, for ihe hcrfdf gave the nc- 
ceffary inftru6tions to her miriifters and 
officers, regulated their plan of aftion, and 
flcetched out all their proceedings. One 
cannot help remarking the extent of her 
care and attention to the minuteft objedls, 
as well as her cxquifite fenfibility on every 
trying occafion, and that punflilious nicety 
fhe difplayed in' the flighted points of cere- 
monial. 

The true iutereft of the different courts 
of Europe engroffcd her attention equally 
with her perfonal affairs-, and ihe had a pe- 
culiar pleafure in cxcrcifing her political 
penetration on the fchcmes of its refpeftive 
princes. That piercing and extenfive per- 
ception the podeifed was feldom miflaken ; 
and, as (he ufcd to fay^ ** Terreftrial aftro- 
** logy is more infallible than ccleftial, in 
** prognofticating future events V* — Thq 
greateft part of. Europe was then in 
motion; divifions had arifen among it$ 
principal powers, and the jcaloufy they 

' dif. 
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difcovcrcd of the court of France, forced 
that nation again to uniheath the fword, in 
order to make its grandeur and ftrength re- 
fpe£table, Chriftina's obfervations on the 
events in Odober 1688, are as follow: 
*^ Fire and flames are once more kindled 
** in Germany. The king of France has 
<^ ftruck a mafterly ftroke ; had he a£ted 
** with equal vigour fifteen or twenty years 
** ago, he muft have gone great lengths, 
•* indeed ! What mod ftrongly excites my 
" attention is, the part Sweden will aft in 
•* the public drama ; and the difcovery of 
*• the grand defignsof the prince of Orange: 
^ my fears for the king of England are 
** very great. —The prince of Orange has 
** parts and courage ; I cannot bclicv^ he 
** would inconfideratcly engage in fo im- 
" portant an affair without an almoft abfo- 
*' lute affuranccof fucccfs. The Pope, who 
** has ever been unwilling to intcrpbfe in 
^< the affairs of the king of England, has at 
" laft confented ; we (hall fee the confe- 

** quence. The termination of the fiegc 

«« of Philipfburg will regulate matters here 5 
** for my part, I have hardly any doubt 
^l but it will be taken j however, we muft 
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•^^ wait the event V lexpeAColognandStraf- 
*• bourg will (hare the fame fate. — Let us 
*' fee if the power of working mkacles, 
** with which the houfe of Auftria fcems 
*^ endowed, will beas efiicacioU'S in its ope* 
^^ ration againft France, as it has been 
" againft the Turks ? 

" The world is now prefcnted with , a 
♦* (bene of adion that will draw tears from 
"the one half of Europe, and fnailcs from 
" the other." 

" P, S. Certain intelligence is arrived 
*« that the Dauphin commands the army of 
" the befiegcrs at Philiplburg ; fo that 
•* France has broke the treaty by attacking 
.♦< the emperor firft : What fay you to this 
** fnove ? Thecc wiU be great revolutions 
<* in our part of Europe. — I think, in a 
*• ftiort fpacc of time, you will alfoliave the 
^ plqafure of feeing Rome attacked. This 
^* is an aSair that twenty-four hours will d^c^ 
•*' termine. You will fee. wonderful evenu 
** happen foon. — Every body here trembles, 
^* except myfelf/* 

IJ689. Chriftina's prediftions were ful- 
ly accompliihed. Louis XIV. made 
the empire rcfped his arms; and not- 
O withftanding 
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wthftanding the thunder of excommunt- 
cation, his ambafladors at Rome^ fup- 
ported the privileges of their rank with 
dignity. King James and his family 
were forced to fly ftotn England, aban- 
doning the throne to his fon-in law the 
prince of Orange. Chriftinainterefted her^ 
iclf in (bme part of thefc calamities, obfer- 
ved the reft with tranquility, and foretold 
the misfortunes "with which Europe was 
threatened. 

The eledor of Brandenburg not only of- 
fered the queen a retreat worthy of her 
birth, but likcwifc propofedtoaflifther ma- 
jcfty againft the perfecutions of Rome, and 
the negled; of Sweden. The daughter 
of Guftavus, perceiving (he had ftillfome 
friends and proteftors remainrng, began to 
tbink of leaving a place, which the divi- 
iidns that reigned there had rendered dif- 
agreeable. Perhaps, fhe even meditated 
a plan of ceding to the eledoral houfe of 
Brandenburg all her claims, on condition 
(he fhould be put in full pofieflion of the 
fovereignty of the dutchy of Bremea ; ac 
Jeaft it is certain that (he carried on a pri- 
vate treaty with the eleftor 5 and from 

lha« 
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that fource wc arc to draw ihofe reproaches^ 
and even menaces, againft the Swcdifli go- 
vernment, which are found in her laft let- 
ters. ** Be affarcd, fays (he to the govcr- 
** nor of her domains, that if all things 
" Ihould not fuccced anfwerably to our 
" wifhes, 1 (hall be juft enough to believe 
" the fault is not yours; nor is it, now; 
•* a matter of confequcnce to . me ; for I 
** am inclined to have aneverlafting public 
** quarrel with Sweden. — .1 hope to make 
** that king repent his ingratitude and in- 
*' jufticc •, and obfcrve, I do not fay thele 
" words without foundation.^* 

The queen was engaged in another ar- 
ticle with thcjeledor of Brandenbourg, one 
that flattered her in a high degree, as (he 
cxpre(res it, with expedations of felicity 
and rcpofe. Purfuant to her defign of re- 
fidlng in Germany, (he made a propofition 
to the eledor to conftitute him her univer* 
fal heir, if he would infure to her for life 
the revenues of Magdcbourg and Halber* 
ftadt. 

All thefe projedls, with her own life, 
drew near a final period ; a dangerous di(^ 
order had already hurried her to the gates 
O 2 
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of death ; when, deceived by a falfe gHm* 
meriog of health, (he faid^ ^' Divine Grace 
^* has joifled yvkhr nature and art to work 
** a miracle in nay favour : they have re- 
•* ftored to nuc life and health, — my confti- 
•' tution is yet vigorous, and has been able 
** to repel an enemy capable of killing 
** twenty Hercules^s*" 

A (hort time after her recovery, Chriftina 
was a fecond time attacked by a malignant 
fever : no longer doubting that her laft hour 
approached, (he beheld the ghaftly tyrant 
Death with the fame fortitude of foul fhe 
had always difcovered ; her dying fcnti- 
ments were tilioie of a good Chriftian and 
a Roman- catholic. She requefted -the 
Pope's protection to herdomeftics, and en- 
treated the holy father to pardon thofe un« 
guarded adions and expreflions which ihe 
acknowledged herfclf guilty of towards him: 
this fubmifHon procured aa abfolution from 
his holine&. The afceadency cardinal Az^ 
zoUni had acquired over her mind gave him 
an opportunity to take care of his own in- 
tereft. He drew up a will wherein he was 
appointed refidtjary legatee, after the pay* 
xncnt ctf fcveiral part.cqlar* legacies for 

foundiing 
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founding chapels and malTes, as well as for 
recompcnling the fidelity of the officers and 
domeftlcs of her houlhould. 

A ftatue of our Saviour, by Bernini the 
celebrated fculptor, was bequeathed to the 
reigning Pope, as a mark of her veneration 
and cfteem, fayeth the will, for the vicar of 
Jcfus Chrift upon earth. 

When this teftsiment was prefented to 
Chriftina, (he figned it without attending 
mach tx) the contents. She was arrived ac 
that moment when the foul, all a^forbed in 
eternity, leeks only to difengagc itfelf from 
teniporal cares, ^he died on the I9tb of 
April, 1689, at fix in the morning. Her 
funeral obfequies were very magnificent^ 
though fhc had recommended the utnK>fl: 
fimplicicy to be obferved ; and, notwith- . 
(landing her requeft that the following 
words, only, might be engraved upon her 
monument, Vixit Christina annos 
LxiiK [Chriftina lived fixty-three years] v 
the Pope direiftcd the cbmpofition of an 
ottentatious epitaph, infcribcd to htr h<l- 
nour.— She was interred in the church of 
S*. Peter, ia the r4sA)es (he had hcrfclf prc- 
O 3 pared 
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pared for this folemnity: a gilded biift' of 
Chriftina yet diftinguilhes her tomb. 

On receiving information of the death of 
this queen, Charles XI took immediate 
poffeGion of tho^e funds fet apart for her 
fupport, re-unicing them to the royal ex- 
chequer. Cardinal Azzolini enjoyed his 
legacy but a fhort time, or rather it only 
cmbarraflfed him, by the cppofition he met 
with from the kingof Sweden andthc eleftor 
of Brandenburg, furviving his benefaftrefs 
only two months : his nephew inherited 
thefe rich poffcffions. 

Thus an infignificant gentleman from 
the borders of Ancona,,by a Angular ca- 
price of fortune, became heir to a quecrt, 
the daughter of the great Guftavus ! Pope 
-Alexander VIII. of the Ottoboni family, 
bought Chriftina's library, fo rich in ma- 
nufcripts, and added the greater part to 
that of the Vatican, where it is known by 
the title of Bibliotbeca Jlexandrina. 

Don Livio Odefchalchi, nephew of In- 
nocent XL purchafcd the noble coUcftion 
of medals •, and the pifturcs and ftatues, 
which were in great abundance, and chofcn 

with 
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with exquifitc taftf, became the property of 
a variety oivirtuofi: The duke of Orleans, 
regent of France, adorned his magnificent 
cabinetinthcPtf//2/Vi2^ji?/atParis,withatleaft 
two hundred and fifty pidures of the beft 
Italian mafters. Thus the valuable curir 
.ofities which Chriftina had accumulated 
were d'fperfed through Europe, furnilhing 
entertainment to many of its princes. 

Chriftina was born with the courage of 
an Alexander, and the eloquence of a Tully^ 
and was endowed by nature with the head^ 
of a Machiavel, and the heart of a Titus I 
The Swedifli fcnators, grown old in the 
fcience of law and ftudy of politicks, were 
unable to exprefs their aftonifhment at th^ 
wife adminiftration of their young fove- 
reign. Greater fagaciiy, and perfcverancc 
of purfuit in every circumftance of govern* 
vernment, could not be difplayed. She 
would fee and underftand every thing: 
regularly confulting her minifters, yet never 
fuffering her judgment to be influenced by 
their reputation or authority. She drew her 
own determination from their various fen- 
timents, often flriking out new lights 
from the fubjeft in debate-, fothat her de- 
O 4 cifions 
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cifions were regarded and rcfpcAcd a^ the 
oracles of reafon. The prccfotninant incli- 
nation of a ftrong and adlivc foul, improved 
bya laborious and manly education, gave her 
pre-eminence in the art of reigning. Drefe 
occafioned very little interruption to her 
employments; (hedetefted the fight of a 
looking-glafs ! and though defirousof ap- 
pearing amiable, it muft be in her own man- 
ner. Shedcfpifed dil ajEnufemems and occu- 
pations that have the marks of effemi- 
nacy. The ftudy of ancient and modern lan^ 
guages, profound inveftigations of icience, 
the cultivation of letters^ and of the moft 
ufcful and agreeable arts, were her am^fe^ 
fr.ents\ unwearied attention to every care 
of government, and fulfilling every duty 
of royalty, were her cccupations ; to under- 
take long walks, long journeys, and hunt- 
ing riiatches-, to deep upon the dewy grafs 
when tired with fencing, or lie awake whote 
nights, when inclined to fleep, were her 
exercifes! Her perfeverancc and aftivity 
were unparalleled -, and fo fleady was her 
lefoktion, that, when an infant, flie refrain- 
ed from drinking feveral day?, becaufc the 
was not permitted to drink water alone t 

aqd 
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md her averfion to wine MiA (piritiious In 
^uor$ was infurmountable. Stie rtg^rdied 
the fuffcracce of huftgcr, coW^ and heat, as 
fports. Chrittinahas given us the outlines 
of her charafter, and it is only a repetition 
of her own wonds to fay, Jbe was dlftni/l^ 
fuly fufpcious^ ambiHous la i9ccefsy faffimatt^ 
haughty^ ^nd impatiefa ; €ontmptuBus^ md 
4idii£led to ratUery 5 andfo little inclined to 
religious zeal as to appear rather incredulous ; 
^f a temperament ardent and impetuous ; m 
enemy to love % but^ ■ if we have faith to bB- 
iieve. hery was prevented from yielMr^ ta 
her natural difpofitim through pride^ and (At 
invincible repugnance to fubmit to the ^- 
thority of another. She totally ncglefted 
all the decorums of her fex, as thinking 
thenv below her attention. ^' I Ihould a<fb 
•* more m charaAer, fays (he, to difcftgage 
*' nayfeif entirely from thcfe reftraints \ 
** I was not born to be the flave of ciiif- 
** lomt*' She paflSonatclywilhed to become 
illuftrious by great aftions ; Mttle.difturb- 
ed if fhe was hkewile diftiaguifhed by a. 
whimfical Angularity in trifles. Her coiv. 
vcrfation was frequcady interlarded with 

oaths t 
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oaths: ihe laughed immoderately loud.^ 
and took long, hafty ftrides in walking : iB 
a word, neither her virtues nor dcfcfts, her 
graces or foibles, were feminine, . The 
daughter of Guftavus appeared^ in many 
.refp^fts, of a fuperior nature to the r«ft of 
her (ex -, and according to the wilbof Gut 
tayus, /i^/J daughter was as intrinfically vain-- 
able as a fon. Her ruling paflion, the love 
of fame, ^fi^n feduced her by deceitful $pr 
pearanccs, and traniported her beyo0cj thje 
bounds of moderation. Quitting a throne 
upon which her birth, talents, and difpofitjoii 
ought to have fixed her, isthebeft-founded 
reproach that can- be alledged againft 
her condua:. Chriftina , would have bee» 
ranked among the moll illuftrious monarch J, 
had (he never defcended frpmher hereditary 
feat : how glorious to Sweden was her ad* 
miniftration J As a fovereign, that fingu«- 
larity of manners and character would only 
have flied an additional luftrc on her per- 
Ion. An exalted genius has always fonac 
indelible; marks which reader it original, 
and give it an elevation above the vulgar; 
hut it mull be placed in a peculiar light : 

once 
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once removed from that advantageous 
point of view, the contraft becomes ofFen-^ 
five to ordinary minds, and they are apt 
to form falfe conclufions. Chriftina felt 
the fad experience of this oblervation. - 
With a foul capable of the fublimcft ac- 
tions, Ihe fuffered an inordinate fondnefs 
for liberty and letters to tranfport her 
from her proper orb, where Ihe fhone with 
unrivalled fplendor, and place her on the 
ftage of common life, to aft a ridiculous 
charafter in fociety I In vain did (he pre- 
fervc the grandeur of her former fenti- 
ments, purfuing the fhadow of fovercignty 
in negotiattons' and ceremonials, whea her 
impcrfeftions and qualifications, nay, her 
very virtues were infurmountable obftacles 
to her making a graceful appearance in the 
fituation, caprice had thrown her into *• 

Chriftina, 

• A modern Poet has happily ddioeated Chriftiiui, by the 
principal ftrokes of her figure and charadler, which his 
vcrfes fo much refen^blfl. that it i? fcarce pofiil>le tQ mU 
take her. » 

** By her petticoat fo light, 
** And her legs too much in fight ^ 
« By her doublet, cape <— and dref8> 
** Toamafcttline excefi-^ 

*H Hat 
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Chriftina, in the Icifure of retirement^ 
compofed feveral works of genius: the 
thoughts are clcgantand judicious, and are 
doathed in a pure, yet ornanaented die 
tion : her extenfive correfpondcncc with 
princes and fcholars in all parts of Eu- 
rope occafioned her writing a prodigious 
number of letters, in variety of languages ; 
tod about the year i68 1, ftie began a hif- 
tory of her life, in Fr^sfich, dedicated to 
God. Only a fragment of this^ work is 

"■' n«t wdpUmtf'-^ni ribbiadi tf^ 
*' Fore and aft, in c«rc!tfi pride j 
'^ By her gallant martia] mien, 
** Like sAk Aimtonian qtieen-^ | 
'' NoTe from Roman comful fpriinl, 
*• And a fierce virago's tongoe x 
** Large eyes, now fwcet, and now fevere^ 
« TcH u«V 'ti* Cbi^IWi clear.— 
. •• She who fate at Learning's hfelm, 
** Vet gave up both church and realm 
•♦ !Por no earthly recompcnfc \ 
" She whofc knowledge was immenfe, 
<' Without feirh a Ifingle grain— 
•* Damned, as LutT^erans maintain— 
^' Sainted by the pricft of Rome » 
<* But whatever be her doom, 
«* Heav'n or hell, or joy or (hame, 
<< She has left adeathlefs^niime.'* 

faved 
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(aved from oblivion, which extends no far* 
ther than the firft part of her reign % nor is 
it known whether (he continued her plan 
to a later period. 

She alfo wrote remarks on two abridg- 
ments, digefted under her own infpeftion, 
to the time of her abdication, and entitled^ 
Annals of her reign. 

There is ftill extant too, A Colledlion of 
Mifcellaneous Thoughts, divided into chap- 
ters. She likewife drew up a plan for a 
metallic hiftory ; and compofed a Diflerta- 
tion on the Origin and Arms of the royal 
Houfe of Vafa ; together with fome Criti- 
, cal Reflexions on the Life and Aftions of 
Caefar and Alexander the Great. This 
queen furniflied Alexander Guidi with the 
firft fketch of his paftoral, called Endy- 
mion, enriching this poem with feveral 
ftanzas of her compofition ; a Angular fa- 
vour, as (he feldom amufed herfelf with 
writing verfes in any language but her 
own. 

I (hall not pafs any judgment on thefe 
various productions ; it belongs to the im- 
partial reader to e tioiate their merit, al- 
ways 
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ways remeaibering the time and circum- 
ftances in which they were compofed : but^ 
whatever imperfedtions the critics may dif- 
cover, it mull be granted that thefe pieces 
are the relult of a warm imagination and 
an enlightened underftanding, and are 
alone fufficient to gain Chriftina the wreath 
of immortality I 



THE END. 
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